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A Buffering Bervant’s Concern for Suffering Servants

The first time I heard the name of Aupust FPileper wag at ny
mother!s knee, I remember har speaking of him, and that very sndsaring=-
ly, as her childhood pastor at St, Markus Lutheran Church in Milwaukee,
Later on I recalliher paying either that she recelved baptism or
confirmation fro& hims 8ince he arrived at 5t Marcus in 1891, baptiem
is the probability,, Or else my mother was confimed when she vas
only twelve, since Pastor Pleper left Marcus in 1902,

At any rate, I like to think that it wag under his care that
she learned to deeply love the 25rd Psalm, & psalm she lived by, and
diéd by. It was our last prayer topgetielr,

A.photograph of an iunterior view of 85%t, Marcus in the days
when Rev, Pleper served thers lies before me., 3Since then the balcony,
henches, and pulpit have changed a great deal, But the altar which
stood thers in my childhood days, the late '20s and early '%0s, is
the same. And the picture over it, standing altogether some 15
feet high, is that of the Christ of Cethsemans, God's Suffering
Servant Supreme. Under this striking plcture August Fieper for

o

12 years led Jesus® ‘Tloock in worship of thie Suffering Servant,

The Holy Spirit called Pastor Pelper to ths ¥Wauwatoss Beminary
in 1902, 8t, Marcuas' Golden Amniversary Booklet describes the changs
thuse "In August 1902 Paghor Iieper received a call to a prolfessorship
at our Seminary in Wauwntoso, Only hocause o cerbain physical ailmonﬁ
made 1t impossible for him properly to discnarre his ministerial
duties, while 1t vwould.not hinder him in the performance of hig .

hl

duties at the saninary, did the consresation crant him 2 rolenge,
J 3 B3 s =

Thus, hovever, 3ynod snined a teacher whose pifts and zhilifies
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are of the highest orders”

Pastor Pieper was apparently an oubstanding congregational
pastor, and preacher of God's grace., The latter espéci&lly hasg
been substantiated from the words of those who heard hiw preachs And
gxploring this phase of his ministry would have I'm sure, ylolded
rich rewardse Or one could have pgone into his cérsar ag a professor

at the Seminary, PForty one years of clagsroom teaching = jusgt the

length alone is steggering, not to mention what all went into that

teéaching, ~the content, his manner and technique, his relationship

to the students. Or what about August Pieper as a theologlan and
scholar, or as a defender of Confessional Lutheraniszm, or as a writer?
He probably wouldn't have liked to be called a scholar, but that " in-
Vd@ed he wasg, in the best sense of the term. Or what about his role

in the Proteatant Controversy? I sort of sense he should have a

sbrong defender here. And what about August Pieper as a fanily man?
Interviewing a few of his "grand-relatives!, we found a desp love

and respect, you might say, far beyond the Tordinary?e

But we choose Lo more or less by-pass these somewhat obvious

areas of Reve Pieper's life for an area of concern less obvious,

and that is his deep concern, as our Litle indicates, for God's
suffering sarvants. We hops to show that this concern was exceblional,
and that as one suffering servant of Jesus, our Great suffering
Servant, he broupht, and still brings in richest measure to Chrigtts
suffering servants, comfort and hope.

What led us to male this choice? Undoubtedly 1t was his

n itae S§ignificance for Froaching

(=N

excellsnt work, "the Book of Joh

a and the Cars of Souls.? Fortunately for me, this came out in trang

lation in 1977 HRecalling what I had read on the gub jech

counle years; 1 just couldn't halp lasl there was Ne COMpPsYricdila

1

Hlera wis somoona who had finally hit the nail on ing

1
St Markus Lutheran Church, Zum Goldenen Jubilaeum der St. Markus Gemeinde

1875-1975, p. 30
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someone whgsdipad-away théacébwebsg amdeélarifiediwhat the. bogk of Job
wag all about, And 1f a man could do that, the Holy Spirit had really
given him a deep undsrstanding of human sufferings

I don't think Professor Pleper intentionally devoted himsslf
to the subject of suffering as such, Bub that there was a certain
davotion to the toplc no one will denye To my knowledge, his 2 most
extensive works, thalt on the hook of Job, and the Commentary on the
lagt 27 chapters of Igaiah, cenbter in God's suffering servants, Job
and the Lord Jesus Christe. And notice the way he closes his study
of the book of Job, '"No pastor can afford not to study this book
again and again in order to improve his minlstry to thé sick»“g
Pastor and Professor Pieper is, by his own words, a man who studied
Job, "again and again',

Nor was his devotion to the subject of affliction a mere scholarly
one, as seems to happen eo often in the case of Job "experts®,? In
hig introduction to the Job explanation he writes, "But, of course,
Wwe are not interested in abstract, merely scholarly scripture study,
in heaping up Soriptural knowledge for the sake of knowledge. No,
salvation, eternal life-=that is what we sgeek from Scriptured divine
vigdom for our knowledge, divine comfort for our faith, divine powar
for our calling and for the battle apuointed us, for the office
enbrusted to use That purpose also the following study of the book
of Job is to servee'’

And ve can add here that Professor Pleper not only preached concearmm,

but lived that concern Tor the &fflicted, Relatives inform us

was instrumental in founding the Lutheran Children's Frisnd's Socisty

1

in Wauwatopga, Wisconsine They also inform us that he served on o

delegation to Furope to relieve suifering after World war I, Ang

2.5 ' . s o .
Pieper, August, The Book of Job in its Significance for Preaching and the

Care of Souls,(Mequon, Wis.,Seminary Mimeo Ce., Wisconsin Luth, Seminary)p.32

31bid, p.l
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hig students tell ue bf an excellent exegesis gf Pgalm 90, presented
to a eclaps just after having come from a death bed ministration,

Thess are some of the mors obvious examples of hils warm heart and

hand for the afflicted, Bubl whatb about thoge examples that have

never been recorded in memories or on paper? Frombwhat we read in his
Job commentary, from the warm heart for the afflicted recorded thers,
vwe judge they must have bsen many,

Returning to the fact that Professor Pleper wrote major works
on the second part of Isaiah a@dcﬂlJﬁbgﬂl find this especially
intriguing for our subject, Man oannotﬂvof course, even bepgln to
understand hwan suffering until hé is able to comprehend in faith
the suffering of God's Servant of Calvary, What floundering must
occur: when human pain is divorced from the pain of its Lord, when
human death is interpreted apart the Savior's death., Bub such was
not Augusht Pileper's dilema, He knew his Lord's suffering, perhaps
as Wwell as any man will ever understand that sufferings And he trusted
deeply in that suffering Lord, vAnd one reason he knew and trustad
so deeply was that God had made him a theologian of firgbt rank of the
01d Testament, expecially of the bhook of Isalah, Hias Hebrew wag
apparently great, Hisg axegetical ability vas apparsatly excellent,
And his heart was in the right place, as vWe have shovn in a previous
paragraph, If any man could gpeak with confidence on the subject of

the suffsring Servant Who was wounaed for our tranagrsssions and

‘bruigsd for our iniquities, he could, TIf any man could comiort and

comfort goma more Godls suffering servants, it woe Frofeasor Flepers

a2

No wonder, then, he was able to peneirate inte the probleme of
the boclz of Job in such depth. o wonder then, that he is nhle to

oxplain so clearly the characters involved;=their simificonce in tha

booky thelr motives, thelr interpratation of evenls, And no wondsr



Ly

he does such a good job of explaining Godis purposes in dealing as
He did with Job, Yes, Professor Fleper understood Job's suffering
80 well bscause he understood Christbs suffering so well., And he

vag deaply concernsd aboul human suffering becnuse he wag firet of

all deenly concerned ahout Christ's suflering,
Wo might now agk whether there was anything special in Auguat

Pileper's life beyond the fact that he wag a pastor and then professor

interested in comforting the wounded in body and heatrt, that led him
to have a special concern for the afflicted. There apparently were
a numher of avente which could easily be interpreted as bringing
. this about, Call it affliction if you will, August was raised in a
family of 8 children and was the 5th of & brothers, and his autobio-
graphical notas/gﬁgoggrain of Baing a younger brother, But a twelve
: . |

year old boy's heart muet have really been crushed when his father

disd in 1869, That's an expecially rough time for a boy to loose

his dad. Then came the decision of mothar Pleper to emigrate to
America the next year, and while Aupgust must have been as adventure

loving a§ - any 15 year old hoy, there was still 2 culture shock which

throws anybody moving from one land to another. The trip across
gave the Pleper family a couple of geares, First, trouble threatening
on board made it necessary for ship's officers to carry loaded re-

volvars and drawn swords.. And then there was 8 geveres sborn which

put the snip out of commission and caused it to "spin =round continually,”

Jeminary daye in 8t, Louls saw Zfusust face one of the sevarest

trials in his life. Me and 5 or &6 other students deovelopaed typhoid

fevar from drinking infected water. 'e himself reports tnat he

o iy

"ravad like a wild man®, and that brother FPranz even sbated, "Uh,

Q
[t
Q

&

if he ig not to ragein his health, 1 vwisn that he would dig

In his deliriumy, he himgelf felt condemned by God forever, do
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apparently death was a distinct possiblility. But August rémemhers
thet in the midst of his anguish and fears, God brought him a comforter
in a Professor Shaller, who encouraged him with the words of Pa,
118:17,18. And he recalls thet it was from that moment that he begon
to mende 4 loss of his hair algo added to the distress, as wsll

as 2 bemporary memory loss., I would say that this experlence in
August Pieperfs life, more than any other, influenced his concern for
and understanding of human suffering.

Another hard cross to bear must have been the throat ailment
with which Pasgtor Pleper was afflicted in the 2nd parish he served,
He describes himsslf as laboring "under zreat strain for five years",
finally losing his voice completely. What a blow that must have
been for Christ's preaching scrvant., Texas air seems to have helped,
but is it this throat problem again which caused him to leave St,
Markus, and to accept the Seminary callf I'm sure thess anguishad
years must also be reflected in his Job commentary, Two other crosses
we feel compelled o mention, althoupgh they would not have had an
effoct on his vork on Job, are the death of his wife Emma some i?k
yvoears before his departure, in 1946,and the death of his 2nd youngegﬁ’
daurhter, Lydia Sternglaix yvears befors Foma's, .

I‘think there can be. little doubt that August Pieper was a man 
of the cross, most certainly that of his Savior, but also that of
human affliction borne in his own body and gouls, 4nd being & man
of the cross, he vas a man also desply concerned with the spiritunl
and physical crogsaes %orne by his fellowmen. That concern vag roe
flscted in his ministry during his years ns a pasitor, and in hic

various activities on behalf of the afflicted., nd I'm wure

inveptigation would reveal such concern in his 1ife at Lhe o
during his many years therss Hut ag a good stevward of the talenbe

God pave him, Frofessor Pleper sew that he could best he
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thelr affliction by devoting those talents to his theoloplcal studiss,
gspecially in such books as Isaiah and Joby and then conveying the
results of' those studies to his studentes And then in turn thos@>
studeﬁtsg by God“a‘graoay could convey those results to Chrigt's
flocks scatbered throughout the worlde

And is this not exactly what happoned? Today have not countless
thousands of Christ's sufforing se?va@ia béan comforﬁed by pasbors
August Pleper helped train as comforberg? énd will not countless
thousands more in this and future generations find +rue guldance and
consolation in affliction as a result of his concern fof the guffering?

Then let the Church praise God and His Grace for providing such a

devoted servant.
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