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WHAT THE REFQRMED & CATHOLIC CHURCHES TEACH TODAY ABOUT THE SACRAMENES

TheﬁﬁmphaEiSﬂﬁnﬁtﬁdsrpapeﬁmi@pdh Wﬁﬁt'&hﬁse'therechﬁrdhybcdiSSg&nef
teaching today, and so I felt thetkﬁhe,beetyWHyatqsfinﬁﬁﬁhﬂ%%pquwasﬁnoxﬁtoé'pu
go to their catechisms and so on, but raﬁh@?aﬁoriﬁQ@inﬁﬂatﬁﬁﬁﬁamiﬁiﬁ?E?%?ﬂ;;Vﬁf
and priegts to. fingd, eié:‘g t 2xa ctl I what. they were t’ eaching,. HOW@V@I‘ ) aS PR,

priest-told.me;w“Your conference has, assigned you‘a-paper about which

ek

very broad topics Qhegeﬁpreggluﬁﬁltrthehgnly;Wexvlrcpuld,aprrOﬂQh:ﬁheﬁat‘ww

‘ pbOplﬁgiSmWiﬁhg?@?ﬁQinyQue?tion§;Whi?h i_h?d¢@11r39ﬁqy W?itﬁenf;?;ﬁm?%§w3¥=¢u;;;
hope; that. in these questions I could not only cover what they taughtbut
also most of the questiohe_wh;ch,yqu>mighp.a§k, NO,dQQPthQQP;PQQQ:hgvﬁhh;g
come iptp,yoptapﬁlwiFh,Oﬁe of these groups, and éQe%@Y;imput;pp;ypurwéerpfe
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The flrst Smcrament I covered was baptlsm and what the Reformed churches
St ICEOT AR SR B NN T N F CDLETas D ST RO Teaty B S e )
taught. Perhaps to do this more effectlvely a qulck rev1ew is in order. ‘
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Now according to the Reformed Churches as a whole the sacraments
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convey forglveness of sins or falth. These glfts are glven to us’ only

I ST e Tipoerntl LA BN R U S s AP ORTS b

th ough the baptlsm of the Splrlt Whlch 1n one degree or another comes

i .{v,.l

through God's WG=d The Saoramonts are only "81gna" or "testlmonles“xm:dmnﬁm

that that baptlsm has occured.vahus baptlsm becomes an 1n1t1al prachlce by e

which a person professes that he 1s a blelever.
i )

Now to see if thdt is stlll what thoy teach these are the qpestlona I

T ol

asked; Concerning practlce- 1. Who is allowed to baptlze? 2 Whom do you '

baptize?:: 3.« How, do-you'apply-the water? u Do, you follow the practlce of

3ponsor57»“5. What llturiy is 1nvolved?

purpose do you baptlz? 2’
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3. Can an unbaptlzed perSon 6" saved and vice versa? u, Dogs baptism have

‘f..?.w“ w1 -
«1 [ . L\

any 81gn1floance in one 8 dally life? 5y - Explaln one of these pasgages—

Ao..2:38,39% 15t, 31 20 21 My 16316501, 3ﬁ5 R e pebe

THE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH —:Dr.-Walker ‘ o

Aceordlng to practlce the ordained mlnlsters of thlS church.are the -
only ones who gepéize, though an. exdeptlon ‘can be made if nonerls present.
They baptize 1nfants as well as adults ,* and permlt appllcatlon of the water
in any one of ‘the three wayS, though ‘they prefer Sprxnkllng. The United

Methodists usually do not haye sponsors, but when they do, tho 8ponsors are

asked questlons to show how -they:plan to help in the 1nstructlon of the Ghll&g\?'

The liturgy takes the forn uf quostlons ‘and’ ‘the baptlsm._“

The Unlted Wethodlst Church con81ders the Ohlld to be a ‘part of God'
family if born to Chrlstlan parents, For an 1nfant, therefore, baptism 1s‘
the parents! formal act to dedicate theif EHiidafo éed and tc instruct him
in the falth so that when the child grows up he can oonflﬂm that dedlcatlon
hlmself. Baptism doesnoet in 1tse1f make that person..a. .child of God or cen-'ﬁﬁ(

o

vey any ble851ngs, “though they stress that when the. parents ar'e slncere
P §

about dedlcatlng theiy: child “to God, God.w1ll certalnly Bless them and'help
them, Finally, wheneasked to elealn lPt 3 Dr. Walker stated,’ "Many Scrlpmge
tures ugse terms in .different ways. There must ‘be.a conbext in whlch thls

could very well beeexplained{"ﬁ After studylng ‘the .conbext he-$aid, ”Wamer

) ,’ AL

is not what saves, but the. Splrlt of bnptlsm. . An other words baptlsm saves
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in the sense that if the parents are. 31noerc 1n bringing: that' child up in
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the faith, he will be saved, . e R

CHRISTIAN REPORMBD - Rev,: Wesda It EE A

As in the Methodist Churchr so: aflso “ia the bhrlstlﬂn Reformed: the fain-"
ister alone perfcorms the baptism, though an_ elder, can- intvery rare 01rcum~ .
stances, . They don't disageee with:thé: other methcds, but they meforito”
apply the water by sprinklifg.,. ‘They do baptize infantsy but there are no
sponsors involved., .The entire serV1oe they usually center around & baptism
and the liturgy Includes Scrlpture 8 exhortabions, the promises of God to
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'ptlzed, the 1nstruct;on as Lo, what baptlsm is, the promises of the v
: ingtruet’ ‘the - ehlld,- he bq:tlsm in’ the name of ﬁhe T%iune God, a
a;prayer.»ffu‘ ;.
iyou -might expect . the Chrlstlan Reformed bellevé ‘that the watep of
eymbollzes the wasking ' away.: ‘of 8in. It in no way conveys God's forw
ness ‘vr faith to the child, Whet it really is aecordlng to them 1s the
New Testament counterpart of ciroumclslon. When one is baptlzed, God is
"Extendlng His Abrahamidic -Covenant, He is saying, 'This child is mlne,'

md 80 showxng the entire congregatlon that this child," or adult is ineluded
in that, Covenant. of’ grace,"

; Rev. Weeda .felt that baptlsm wus important, but he dldn't fesol that if

a person didn't want to be baptized he had to be, He felt that person wasa
believer even without baptism, if he confessed his faith, He &id admlt, RS
though, that through baptlsm TThe child is mére fully commltted to ‘God, and
that God is not going to let that child go."

Finally, I asked him to explain two, passages, The first, Jn. 3:5 to
which he replied; "The- empha31s is on what the Spirit does through the Word.-
The wWater only symbollzes that.,'! The second was 1Pt. 3 to which he said,
"The emphasis is not on the fac% that baptism saves, but that it onoe again
symbollzes the salvatlon we have through the reourrectlon of Jesus.

’LEECONGREGATIONAL UNITED CHURCH QF :GHRIST —‘Rev..Cummlngs

Before we-staftedfﬁev ;CUmmlngs “admitted this. about hlS Chureh;u"The“
i e tvery  EPEE - ohurch, © It's hallmard ig” dlver51ty.~
nt an-wers fﬁom &1fférent Pastors 1n dlfferent cqurega—“

i !
bl

will hlr the astor who they feel bellev' ‘What they do.r Conseqpently,ione.
could gew\dlfferent answeérs on what they “pé 1eve from*® &1fferent pastors.;_- '
This " _er31ty"ﬁcerta1nly shoWs ;n “their practidés The general rile
' for thischureh body- is “you can do Just ‘abovut ‘whatever “you want +in ‘the form
of 11turgy.: Now onlyfthe ordained mlnlster performs a Dbapbism;™ “and they' do
baptize infants as well ‘as- adults Sprinkllng 1é the’ yommon  form of appllng
" the water, and sponsors-are useda 1ittL n-nal fof PtHe times T

In- this Church there are ‘according t ev. Cumhl_gs, a vériety of mean—ﬁ,;

ings for baptism, IttE the- inital Sadrament” in: -Which a person -is' taken 'into

Mithe fellowship' of “ghe ‘Church." ““It's fhée"beginnins of -Christisp nuture,
when the parents dedlcate-thelr Shild to God and promxse to instruct him in -
. God's ways, and itreitther chance for the's Congrogatlon to pledge”thelr support
“in tHeJtralnlng of that chi¥d  duf dfy aplisrd T :
' ~ The United Church of Chrlst dOOSﬂconveyg"all the b1e831ngs and’ beneflts
of béing a" part of thé Chrlsblan'communlty such as fdith, &a- Christidn will
)¢ ight “and so ong" However, 'théy ‘teach thHat the Bléssings of baptlsm
s’ co Pletely dependant on " The peTSOD‘S ‘subjective ‘Weliecoming of “the HoLly
fVSplr tlTa the cage: of irifarts theh itts reliant''on ‘the parents welcoming
. ’T_txe’HOly Spivits, In dther words :if ohe receives Chris¥,)he also receives
-HlS»bl@SSlng . Jﬁev. Cumm1n5s [Aid not Helieve that bep tisim ‘wag all that .o
eusential He stated thet these blOSSln pould also be reeelved 1n‘other
ways’ 4w.g¢( R T i -
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BAPTIbT CHURCH Oﬁ PENTWATER

The Pastor of ‘this Church admltted 'hat Heo had the tcndency to be more
¢ most Baptlst preaohers, dnd that Feem ve-itHe- case dn his

' an : BT In ‘answer he;questlon, tho -can,
' ] z 7’~ ) Qt,érs'
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doing it Someday.‘ Tho people, whom.he baptlzes are "adult b*

NS

'1”ven ;1n Chrl%t
and by - that he meant anyonexwhgm e wagiconvinced Wtew what he, believed meven =
down to the ageé of 5. The age of discretion: so- to~Speak was. the- fundamental -.
factor, ahd «tken when & cHikd had reaahod that certa;f %e, “he wonld then #t
baptize him only by immersion,  though enge agaln ‘he had "no. quarrel" with
anu other mode, ., He Telt that the. WQrd‘lawﬂfW)mj" implled,that
Christian were baptized they "went . down <IN t6 - thé'WWter"
better plcture of" Chrlst's death, and-bupialy =« ' ) L

- Now when* speaklng uf why he: baptlzod he’ 1ndlcated that the baptlst ol
Church spoke of 2 baptisms, the one of the Holy. Wpirit: Which brings one, tqg,
faith 'and the baptlsm of, water whlch showed. that first’ baptlsm had occured ;
in the individual,  Therefore, acgording to him’ baptls ias 8 M"testimony! i
The persén is’ "testlfylng that:he now dntends to be " £o SHs
that he belleves in:Him.and now intends to follow Hlm." L :

The”’question arises, then, what happens to children whu dle beforextheyw
reach that "age of.-discretion", if they:can't belieys until theri?, -The =
answer  was theéy would be.saved "because of their inn nce, 0N the basis.
of Deut 1: 39 those who cannot decide between rléht and wrong are stlll
innocent in ‘the eyes of .God.": it _

- Ine conclus1on he~gave these explanatlons. In regard to IPt 3 he _
said, "I would frankly admit that I would need to hammer through . that:onerr .
because it does appear to ohalleng@ my< position. However, when I deal w1th ;
the subject overall in the New Testament .my.-conclusion weuld be that thlS!lS» 45
an aberation which™is a’ problem for me, -but I dénttothink it “really: deter="".
mines thatsIth- fundamentally off here.“: ciregard to Mk 16316 he replled,ﬂ,
"In practiee baptism-iyis 8o olearly identified: with faith that it was almost
unheard :0f.: Tor*a person to sayThe was. a, béllever but wasn't“g01ng toibeﬂw o
baptlzed i : v ey T , o EEe :

skill that oncé I had to:even goﬁbﬂok and check Out 1f what I remebered waé

I
o °f BEERa - .r,
D Toododsd

: ] , thG{PaStOPng tradltlonﬂlly the one
admlnlsters baptsm, bﬁtvln thq ase of aniemergency thé senior lay: persc
could do &t ‘He stated that in the. Bapfisy Chupch - 1mmer51on ‘was the ON
mode of" prtlsm and pointed to the word “/zﬂﬂtgﬁw/" forvsupport Hig bhurch,
does not use sponsors, for "Baptism isran-individialk personnal- resPunse" .
and in régard “to the: 11tur5y no. UnlfGderul@SLhPVG beCn ‘set;, but he followedw
this practices The whole servige would revolyseiarcund the prtlSm. In]the fe b
actual "ordinence" he would bogin. with Scriptury!s: eXplanation, ask the in- " i,
dividual to -come ‘down_and give his  personhal!testinony," ask him if ho de=-. :
gired to ovey and floolw Jesus: for the rostiofihis 11fo, gn ,then baptlze@
him in the naiic of ‘the, Trlune Gode: o owwda . oAl e S
Now as far as ‘doctrine was concerned Pastor- Hardin exproessed his bellef ..
about baptish in this way. "Baptlsm is the New Testament ordinance that is
& public expression of an inward relati.nship., As the wedding band is an S
outward sign of an iInward relationship, we understand baptlsm llkew1se to ba .
an outward sgin of an inward relatlonshlp. .. To +bhe Baptist, then baptlsm*ls .
a ' public ‘expression of onvs fHith in Jesus, and therefore: shoula be adninisd
tered only to “"profes§ing-believer Therc gre n blessings ‘or power S
given through 1t' but 1t 18 purelyAabpl%n In; fact_Rev. Hardin: went agfar == °

i
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as to say that amyone who believes that faith is conveyed through baptism
is firmly holding onto the old Catholic teaching of justification by workse
What did he say about infants who.die? He believe God will save them,

even though they can't be born again, “There'is;aﬁprovisiun'made in' the
atonement for infants, motispecifically stated imScripture, but strongly - -
impliédy " To back that claim he guoted "TI Sm, 12:22,23 saying that David®
obviously believed that his dead child was in heaven wothout baptism, I

_:Most intripguing was the way he exylained certain a ssages of,&cfipturei;;..
Jn,- 3:5 for instarce he ‘said spokéiof ‘water“iéslthe'natureibirthﬁﬁégd%%P%fﬁf%kf
"Spirit" as the rebirth, " Thosw ere the twq ‘births necessary before-one. ' ° -
could enter the kingdom of God, T@7A0152:38,39ghe”rQSPQndedgﬁhat,iﬁ?the L
words-"For-the remission of sins," the word "Ffor" was the Greek wopd. " o 2
and méant "because of", Thus Peter was saying "Répent,and;beTbaptizéd-b,-_ffif'
cause of the rerission of sing,"- When I told him the ‘Greek word was Mas: - W
he gimply stated it had go.many mesnings that It was left up. to onels Cime
cretion as to which he should.cheosey He hadino real explanation for Acy 227
16 except that it proved adult ‘baptism. To the passages which refer to."the -
household" as being. baptized. he said it really meant the "professing believera
of that househcld," and to 1Pt.: 3 Rev, Hardin stated that Peter. did net . .
mean that baptism saves.us, but. that'is’was "The pledge of.a good: coriSéience =
that one was actually.saved through .Christ,"™ = .~ - A SR L

- “B, + ROMAN CATHOLIC T
Now let us. briefly review Rome!s teaching concerning the Sacraments, We! .
are familiar with the Catholic viww that Christ merited for sinners the R
abilitly‘to work out their own salvation, and that certainly is reflected in
their teachings about the Sacraments. The Sacraménts,  they say, confer :
(infused) grace which gives the Christian the ability %o .get to heaven, - To
see 1f that!swhat they taught concerning baptism, I asked them the same ques-

tions I asked the Reformed .clergy,

OUR LADY OF FATIMA # Father Jack LaGod”i | T
T F N “ ) : a IR ' . . A L v

According to Father Jack .LaGoe the Catholio 6hurch: has these practices i, -
concerning baptism, ..Anycne is permitted to do thiaithdughitheﬁfriesp i3‘t@@tﬁ

R

one whp1uspallygdqes;a?mhe-Wdter'fsj@bﬁ@rally,appliedibyﬂpgurnngﬂoutﬁofﬁa“k
shell, but .the: practicelwf immersion, I am tQ;d,uiﬁrbecomiﬁ@”hbfé“apdmpbé;T_& »
populari  They tend to put. alot of stress on Godparents. Whils: the Father . .
admitted the. stress isindtias impertant. as it used:forbe, today the sponscrs:
are s8till:looked uponias. ones whoSe ‘job is to help: the parentsin the inStruc=-
tion of the child-especially through the example-of ‘a ChriStian life., .= = = ..
To.the.Catholics bpatism is the Sacrament in which one' r&céives gréceé.
"It is the planting of the seed of faith," and while it does make a.person & -
- ¢hild of God, it doesn't mecessarily make him a believer, - That-has "to come’
‘on its own in their latter life, As far as forgiveness is concerned; that -
the Father said has changed, "In:old times the custom was to get the baby - .
baptized as immediately as possible, ' Today, however, that isnft stréssed so
much, Origindgl. 'sin is no longer viewed as- a 'stain' which needs tob-e washed
away but more ag the fact that we.are himan; we do make. mistakes, werhave the
capability to sin," Therefore, forgiveness is not really ne¢egsary until .
the child is ‘old encugh to. kmow right from wréng,.- =~ P '

Concerning "grace" and “the planting of the geed of faith' the Catholic '
Church teaches what we would expect., The Father stated tngt,gﬁaqe;ist“thail”"
free gift of God given to.us," but after further gestivning adnitted that it -
was the ability God gives us to live godly lives, Hé also mentioned  that . .

i, o A Lo




baptism doesn't necessarlly save -ab person.”zifith@ﬁrchiid dOQSn't'deVelepe 1
his falth then 1t WOn't help hlm ene blt. T L E

In. praotlce bts Gre5ory's was ho dlfferent than Our- Lady of Fatima@ and
while" hls;dootrlne too. was. pretty slmllar the: Priest here did: have. a Llittle
different, way of “expressing things§ - VBaptlsm," he said; "Is.the ceremony xn'_?
which a’ person makes a-deeision for Jésus Chrigt to Jesus Christ’ in His way..
of llﬁe“?{ (In the case:of 1nfants £hes ‘parents. do this,)  Secondly, when| theffv
pergon, reallzes that dos1re and is, baLtazed he recé1ves graoe. To eXplaln it
better this. Prlest used. -a ploture. When: wevare” born we abe born with, Orlél- kS
n&lvsing. that 81nful “tendency. to’ revolt against. God. Therefore, we could * '
say we are on.a road which;leads us -away. from . God' tu hell, Through baptlsm
the: pergon 1is put on the: road ‘which leads to God, " How?v“God comes to~ dive
in him andso works through. hlm 80, ‘thét he can walk.fhe " way to. ‘heavene. -~ - i

One other thing I felt was Lnxerestlng is the rfact that Catholics =~ i¢ i
teach baptism is not all that necessary, - They .say there!s’ another “Baptlsm
of desire", 1In other words if a person has "never even “heard ¢f, Jesus, buti
his whole 11fe is oprented to believe in.God and live.a God-like life," God’
will save him toos Also one who through baptism has been put on the road
to God se—te speﬂk ‘can. fall, off t"ﬁt road throubh mortal sin, Then the only
thing that  can put hlm;back on’. tha>fruad ag alh 18 the Sacrament of Recenollla»
tlon. , G SRR TR SE

L

‘lffi;~ THE‘LORD‘S sUPeEH.s,;f
A, REFORMED CHURCH

.. The"* Reformed Churches teach the doctrine of "representatlon ‘in theé ;
Lord" Supper, that-is. they teach that Christ's body and blood are only re-"-
presented in: the bread and wine, and in. keeplng with their view of the Bac-~ -
raments ‘g8 a Vaign® .they teach ‘that ‘the: Lord's Supper in no way conveys -
ChrlsﬁYS fOrglveness. Tt s only!ar memorial feast’ These, then, are the
;questlons I asked t% them., Concernlng doctrife-~ 1, How many . elements ares

.opresent? cf, Mt, 26: 26-283 I Cors, 10316 2, Tor what prupose 'do you go .to
Communion?-"-Isvit really necessary? Lo What' are your teaohlngs ‘about unwor~
thy. reCept10n9 ¢fs I Cor. 11328429 Concernlnb ‘prdctice~ 1. Who can.adminis-. =

, ter dt? 2s Who 1is allowed 10 - come9 3, .How "do*you distribute elements? :
Lo What - scustoms do you ‘encourage.in yreparatlon?fﬁﬂow often - do you effer R
6. Whﬂt V1s1ble elements do you uso° RRE o PR P U SR

R

.UNITED METHODIST --Dr‘.Walker

S The! ‘United Methodlst Qhurch belleves 1n Representatlon. "When we eat
‘pread and drink of-the cup-we are acoeptlnb Chrlst‘ body, but not. in actual:
reality,;" Dr. Walker stated,. They dovspeak of a Mg plrltual presence" of-
~ Christ at. Commurion, that Chrlst’ Dody -and- blood are present dn spirit but
“not reallty In his explanation of Mt.” 26:26, the word ™is"™ he said is not a -
. ”“1tera1 expresgsion but. figurative. ' For rexample Christ’ said, "T am ‘the door,
Y #ad in connectlon W1th that he spokc of l Cor. lO 16 a8 a "flguratlve Com»'*
muniion,” L o
Now to this- partlcualr Church Holy Communlon is the tlme ln whlch one
"restates his dedication to Godi™ “When he remembers what Chrlst did for him
in His life, then the Christian w1llnaturally be strengthened in his committ~
ment to God, Because of that Communion 1is 1mpertant to a Christien's life, °
end encouraged, As far as unworthy reception is concerned Dr. Walker implied
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that one who mocks this representatlon by hlS conduct is indeed going .to
Commuriion, to his preat harm.. When one-.goes, therefore; he 'should exdmlne_;;m
himself "By.groping hisinnermost. thuubhts, d951res, and &oals,'and measurlnL.
then according to, God's Word " .o ; 1

" In bheir practlce the United Methodlst Churoh allows the kadtor alone tQ;
glve,Communlon, though, ushers, canhelyp, They permitt-all oellevers, no ‘,'_;
matter what their Church. is, to, come, MAll who Have examined their hearts, ° .
are’ found to be. 1n fellowshlp w;th Godyandidin fbllQWShlp with  ohe anothcr,"x,
Thej do, uwever, try to be careful. aboutichildren,:. This partloular Churéh
offers Communion, qparterly plus -Mﬂundy Thursday. “atithose times he ‘cen~
térs the service . completely dround it.: In- the. dlstrlbutiun this church serveq
its members in the pews, but uthers w111 have: them. COME - up to the Altar, and
whlle he hﬂd no quarrel w1th w1no, LhOJ dld use. brﬂob JUlGO.-” '

CHRISTIAN thORMED - Rev Weeda

This Church teaches that the broken bread and the wine ”symbollze" what
Christ did for us when He died on the cross. 4s did the Methudists sou they~ .
too teach that Christ is splrltUWlly present at Communlun, ‘but not llterally.
Thus the "is" in Mt. 26 once dgain-means "represents", The Christian Refor-w
med goew to Communion for the purpose of "strenghbenlng his faith in God's ,:
Covenant relatlonshlp." As hé comes together and-.expresses his faith pub—
llcally w1th other. Christians, he is roeminded of what Christ- aid for hlm,
and that he is & member of God's Covenant family of grace, This: renxﬁaer'
then: serveo o strengthen him.,. ' They willnot ‘permit one who is 11v1n5 in®
open. sin' to come - to Communion, because they believe he will receive it only
to his. great harm, "but, they: doistress that all: ‘their other members come’ be-
cause that remembrance of this symbolism -is very 1mportant ‘to “their falth.

The examination of these members takes place in the pre-Communion liturgy
where they. are asked to. examine their: 31nfu1 11fe, thelr falth 1n Josus, and .
their will to live a Christiah life, . :* T

In the Christian Reformeéd Church:thé Pastor hoads the admlnlstratlun of
Communlon, but, the, elders: distribute the’elenents to thé pecplés: They can® .
receive these elther in the pews or:come: up and form ‘a circle tv receive j"'
them.' They “too, praotlce open Coemmuniion in whick "confess1ng members of
the” Church and members of good starding in other Christian Churches™ are'_
invited to attend,  Children are net mermltted until theéy have reached "the .
age of confession",, This particular Christian'Reformed CHurch offers Coms =
munion 6 times a year, and they offer either grape julee Or mare - commonly
wine, i il : o :

Lo N

COHGREGMTIONAL UNITED CHURGH OF CHh bT - Rov: Cummlngs

Phis Church of "dlver81ty" cértainly shows” that in ites: teachlnbs about
Communion. . As -expected they, too, teach ‘that Christts’ body'and blogd “are. ‘_ .
only represented ond that Jesus is us sing picture languaba when He saidy "Th1° g
is my body..."  The purpose. of:. Cummunlun ‘according 't0' them ‘Seoms to be a bit
confusing, . Rov. Cummings said, It is the time to- recelvo anew and afrosh Do
Jesug'. life in Jour: life,: . One does' that whenever he* W@PShlpS,rbut the "high~
est and ultimate. 1s when yow régeive Communion," ‘The key there is really in. .,
the word "receive"..: He mentioned ithat Communiion’is "the time when we are ﬂﬂ;k
mest receytlve agaln to receiVing Jesus into" oUr hearts:and llves.hg As; it
was im baptism,.then, the subjective faith’ i *%tressedHover,what our, God S
does for ‘us through:this. Sacramentyt Tn:othe¥ words when ong recelves Chrlst Q;
He also. recelves Chrlst‘ﬁfbleSSlnné, and the Lord's Supper iS"une of th@ bastam’

WAYS .




: T B SR
~ -+ Rev, Cummings, hoWwd _ 0 g
Christiansy *-"Because of our liberation Theology we. don't’ feel that. ey
precise or prevailing épinion in the Church can -dictate the conscilence of a-.
particular dndividual." . To him Communion was Man absolute," but he "re- - -
served the rights. ofothers to feel differently." This same attitude also
_ reflects on ‘their teathHing céhcerning unworthy receptions - Once again it is .
Siyhat. the-ednscience dictates that?s’ important, _If they. feel they can. come ~
in good conscienge, then they aré welcome..." -~ . « 0o

N e

very. did not feel” Communien was necessary for all

'In‘ﬁﬁddtiqe'ﬁhe Oraained'ﬁT'ifter.offfoiatéé-ét706mmﬁhidn while the dea-

cons pass it out to the people Wwho remain in' the pews s "MAnyone who feels. in
his heart that he believes is Welcomed to come" They offer it once .each '
quarter and on Maundy Thursday,  though many .churches do have Gofmunion every
menth, and they use grape julce and anykind .of bread, ‘even whledvened. .In
~. fact at times people of the Church will bring a loaf of homemade bread. -
- Wine could a}so be used, but the majority of. Churches didn't. - . LT

. BAPTIST CHURCH OF PENTWATER = . . . | - N
.- .The Baptist Church .teaches once again-that there are only 2 :eloments
‘present at the-Lord's Supper.  This Pastor explained the Mt, 26 passape as
Tesus saying, "I am the Door,ietc, "Pure symbolism is involyed.'" - Communion
vl is primarily a memorial feaxt t6 them which. serves these three: purposes:
o Upipgtlyi-itls & looking back té “Christ., Secondlyy it's an. identification,
. “ran,oper“asknowledgments of alliegence with Christ, ~Thirdly, itts:aproclamatic
~ that one’is.preaching.about hiS‘faithlh.AAS far asunworthy r eception 1t was
= explainedrthis, way.. One, ig unworthy when he mocks thHis  representation in

some way, It;gaﬁ[be-éomparadfwitn;thepicture,ﬁhat*one'mockﬁsa*dountry[whan
 .ho,mistreats its“flags .- 4 oo R T T T

-y

" In thé Baptist Chureh the minister once again officiates while the

sgenior lay perscn hands out the bread and wine., TAnyone who believes. in
Chris w-hag ‘expressed his pergonnal Faith in: Christ his Savigr" .can.
UECE ‘if”Théy@l¢%v6?%EUp,td”ﬁhe=parent§f§Q-&ECLdé whether£theiffchildren meet
‘ "gthiS1réQQirem§f;P TheE<iswno“eXacthiﬁﬁrgy“t@gbe}Toll@wsdg though, thig mini-
"”-s¢er‘said'heﬂggf‘,Isaiah-53§és”aqreadiﬂé'beforeyﬁhef&istribution; and he did
' mention that he would usually center. the whole:service around Communion.
The visible eleméhts. offered to the:people in the pews were bread and grape
juice, though this minister had no rguarrel with wine, - 'In' his church’ Communion

was offered once a month,

st,” whin-h

i
.

" BAPTIST CHURCH IN H4RT - Rev, Hardin S o |

¢o. In his explanation as o why.they believed only the bread and. wine were
" presentuat, Commuhfon; Rev, Hardin compared-Jesusgl.words of institution with
thigexpression we use, ) This ista pieture of.my wifei" Thus what Jesus was
sayirg ‘isy:"This is g&.picture of my body,™ and so onid , Hey toe, taught that
v Commfinion:wag primarily a memorial féasti. . However, he added that a vertical
. and a horizensal relationship was involved,. .Concerning, theformer he said,
oo Wtrsra time when God's pecple get toljether, to rémember the Lordy the price
. 'He ‘paid forgur ‘salvation," and so it Teminds Us that -we must keep our rela~
. ticnship with God strong, by cohfedsing oun -Sins, living a lifle of faith;
., etel »Congerning the latter relationship-he said, "Jtg .4 reminder and the

opportunity

']tofkeepAbrightvthejrelatidnghip,bethen-uszandv6&r#féllow man o !

one point of interest he hdd goncerning unworthy reception was thise When
one of God!s children receive. this "Mordinance" Unworthily for' whatever rea-
son, they do so to their "judgmént"*iﬁ*ﬁhgdsens‘that”god chidstiges them to
bring them back, They don't necessarily receive it to their harm, _

Tn practice this Baptist Ghurch follows pretty much the same customs

- ”
§r .
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that the one in Pentwater did with one exception. They feel that grape juice
is mandatory.. L u :

B.‘ ROMuN CATHOLIC

Rome's teachlngs ounoernlng the Tiord's uuppér f1t very well w1th their
idea of man's walking the road to heaven, VWe have been taught concernlng
Transubstantiation, that in this Sacrament (Christiis sacrificed again un an
unbloody way so that the bread and wine actually change' into His body and
blood, and that by receiving that God gives his: childnens mones fgrace™ to!
live a codly llfb. e find cut if theat's what they 4illisbeach: - asked, !
these quostlon8° Conoern;nL doctrine=- I, How;many elementgiare pre8enty ooy
2, When do the bread and wine- chango?' 3, Describe what you: mean; by Yunbloddy
sacrifice", L. For what purpose: does one go.to Communion? 5, How:does =
Communion give its blessings to the Christian? 6. What-do: yUU‘beach abowut
unworthy reception?: 7. ‘Explaln adorationof the Hostj:what: you-do with 'the
left over bread and wine, Concernlnb practice—~l Whosc an. give Comuunion?

2. Who can come? 3. Who receives what elements9;;4. What customs‘d0~y@uwewar'
stress in preparatlonQ . e et AR R TS S

OUR LaDY OF‘F%TIMA - Father Jack LaGoe o : L
To understand the Eucharist one has to:reallze that 1t is more than jus:
a partifipation in the Lord's Supper, It is really the whole: Mass of-which
the Lord's Supper is the ollmax.; ‘Though-one; Preist told me, they. are:starts:
ing to put more. stress on:; the preaohlng than the recelv1ng of the body and o
blood, Mk
Now the Cathollc Church stlll teqches that the bread and wxne change i
into the oody ‘and blood ef.Christ, but when asked tc give: mera definitiontofil -
tramsubstatiation Father.LaGoe - sald, M Thatts one where I don't,want to b e ;
misquoted and so Its: have to double- check my resources toigive you. a defini- .
tive on that,! .The fact . is-it seems that very few-can or:de’ understand this.
gigantic term, one questlon 1n the Church today was thls, 1S'the Mass.a S
sacrifice or a meal?./The answer is hoth they say,: Tt's & sacrifiice 'in
which Chrlst's body: - qnd bleod.are given. and. in ‘which the Christian gives
himself to God.  It's a.meal in the.sense that it.provides the spiritual: -
nourishment . for the soul, the nourlshment Wthh 1t snheeds to Walki:hat road
to God, : 4
Now if’ thﬂt sounds & blt confu81ngg llsten‘tu the reaSUn why'a C&thullc
goes to communlon.. Whlle it.doesntt, actually blVG-fD?&lVGnGSS of dtself, db.
does blV@ one a strunger falth not unly by LlVln him the tbﬁt 5p1r1tual grﬁi“
oxporloncc." This is thdt fccllng thﬂt Christ is ”resentg and to “that ho 't
added "There.can. be a feel. of prescnce and a-redl feel ofBucharist: around"t~‘
the dinner table,,around a group that has- gathewred in thelord!s nama, ¢ There.
can be a real beautiful feeling ofy 'Hey, someone s arvund us! JH. | Por- 1)
haps: this Boes: back to-what they. believe. about:baptism, to thie teachlnb that::
Christ is in you ang worklnb through you: to help’ yomiwalk: that road to heavor
One thing: of interst is what they' teach. oonhermlnbunworthy guests, If "
you're guilty.of mortal sin,.one. of the "biggies!, -as he saldy: then you are /-
considered unworthy., But. "whlle thCJ would at one dtime - have been' discourager
to come, now they are encourabed for thelr sylrﬁual well—b01ng..” Thﬁy noed
something to help them,..": = = - :
We got into a number: of th@lr prqctlces as well. Concorning the adora- -
tion of the Host he-said it 18 not ‘being. empha81zed as:much as the doxology
o little later: whlch is- "the sumra tionsof the whole bucharlstlo brayer up to .




. SRR : ‘
that p01nt\" The unused wine is usually poqred 1nto X! plpe which lead° to -
the ground; and spllt wine~is.no- tragedy. "Before,“ the priest admitted,
"There were & Lot of wild hang-ups “whiech develupod through the centuries.”
Today they wolild Just wash the spilly) ﬁnd thewater wouldbe sent down the.
pipe to the ground,” It is.because of that do-empha51s tbat the cup is now
being passed to-the laity more and more._.;

Today ohly Cathollcs are permitted to’ come. At oné -time he sald EGUmu"
icalism was wild, but ROt anylonger. "FoP others. to want to take pant in.
our lJuoharlst would méan that they share our beliefs, and if so then they
are makln[ a disclaim to their own particular beliefs," . 'The one GXCbpthP
comes 1in weddlngs where the bride and groom for sure.are ofiered the. b“or”
ment. - . . ' ) . . .

ST, GREGORY - Pathcr Tom

Once agin because of the SlMlldPltleS we only need concern ourselves
here with the differences in terminology « Concerning transubatatlatlon
this priest stated, "Aﬁtor it goes through the action of Massg it is no lor
bread and nc longer wine,"  However; he wernt on to sayy ”Transubstatlatlum
a philsosphical-way of trglng toiexplain a mystery so that’we" dontt.roally
bet intd 1t anymore, It'ssguha: ystlry that human words cantt GXPPOSJ it
I wouldn't be sure that I wWas.ezpressifig it correctly elther._- ,

About the unbloody S&crafice this priest lieaned a- llttle more towar

the old way, "We don't usually.put it in thuse terms: anymgre.; We blblbvc }h[

the Mass 1s a sacrifice in the Sensé. thit hbel offered’ hlS”“ cep, Moses
oifered sacrlflces, and Jesus Himselfl whs a sacrifice. I Thé MaSs cuntlnuor
o represent Jesug” Chrlst in. that attltudo which He had whén'{e offerod
Himself.to the Father, so we.consider‘every Mass a sacrificd;” as 1ir JOUNH
took that point at which He was. offéring Himself to the father’ ald said,
tI'11 take that point amd make if-present to people: of alltlmbs' 61m>lv
put, then, the Mass ‘a contlnuxng saorlflce of the ono Chrlst started on
Calvary, » o v
This Prlost had a unlque wayvof plcturln& why a Cathollc goes to Yomrp
ion., 1It's a very special encounter with Jesus., It's really the time when
one builds up his friendship with Jesudi~ "In times. of friendship'if two
people are frlends, and they!wve. .done something to offend each other, which
we would put :inithe category of sin, then- as they're dding thlngs to expres
that they really are frlends and want. £o- bé frlends, to a certain exbtent
that takes away-sin, and COHtlﬂUQlly‘bUlldS up and. strengthens the bonds of
friendship between Christ and the: Christian, " Thus in Communlon Christ giv
His love to the Christian in. perpetuatlng the sacrifice, the Christian shon<
his love to Christ by offerlnb hlmself anu thruugh 1t all they become
better friends, . Lo R b
Concerning the. Host he sald theyt usually put 1t perlodloally inoa i
golden shrine and -ask Peuple to;come: dnd spen an. hour-.or so- in® WQrshlp,
meditation,: and: prayer. This plves them a- chance. to feel -4 closor yrosenrc
with God than they would at home; : Cuntrqry to ‘what his countcrpart in Shel’
said the left over: W1ne is hot jpourediinto the ground, That he sq1d ”thc‘
Church would frown on," Tnstead, they save that with the Host'y " )llt wine .
they would clean up and perhaps burn thc rag. Now he .too: mentloncd that Phe
are giving the wine to-the laity more “and the reason. i8e this "It used to
be that if we. dropped: a Hc t nobody but the' prlest would be allowed to touch
it, and we'd cover it.with® a white cloth. Then the prlebt would cume out,
consume it, and scrub the spot where it had been, We're in a kind of proces
now wherec we are shifting an emphasis from what we consider to much strecss
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upon the divinity of Jesus.,.. We tend now to stress the incarnation, wher
Jesus became mars When Jesus comes to live with us as a man, it certainl,
subjects Him to some of the elements of this world,™ i1.e. dropping

In practice he did stress one thing. They require that a person fast
for one hour before coming to the Lord's Table,






