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GHAPTER 1

The mid=-ninet @emth 0s rauvy gaw uh@

migrants as s&ul@:ﬂﬁ Am ricas That k»f@ W

influencing their emn 1ready
and American nhuy 3GeNes W@f

periods Both were gﬁaracﬁerized by the same PO

s

vival. While 1tﬂﬁeraﬂu el

cyrossing camp meetings all asrcjs Ameri coﬁ ‘Swe % sh

athering flocks in homes and prayer houses throughoub %chOhh
FPR Y B
And yet, the Bwedish ploneers were not quickly and auiom

)

absorbed. into hﬁ strea sm of the American déﬁﬂmlﬂaﬁTOﬂgu Thein

ba@kgr@und 1@55@&%@ the attraction of K Reformed denominations, and th
mother Longue kopb‘mzem from disappearing into the Tutheran bOdlﬁE‘SQ
dominated by the German language. The Swedes instead ral lied around
ﬁmirlwgmgeamidmmﬂlwﬁ$%mg~ﬂdinl&ﬂ‘meAu@mmma&ﬁmﬂwmi
borns

Al the standafd’hlstovms of the Augustana Synéd’giva due revers naé’
4o the fact that a large number of its first generatlon members had roots
deep in the Swedlsh TGVLV&lS of that era, Most of the revivals that oge
curred in Sweden during tre First half of the nineteenth cehtury can be

termed "pietistic’ to a greater or lesser degree. This influence was

alsc clearly stamped on the young church in America. For instance, its



a

Minnesota Gonference resolved in 186L that "the use of alcoholic bev-

I

erages, except when used as medicine; is considered a sin.'= In 1868,
the Synod iiself declared Yeard playing, dancing, theater-going w.. are
" , 4 s " : o
onbrary to the Word of God and tmue Christianity.® The Synod's first

periodical, et the exanination

586‘1@@ A‘;l @g_gh’»y

3 23 ' . . q“w iy o e gt
isbiy . Onse early pastor,

do not wandk to go g0 1

@v@m@Aus in Sweden were quite numerous and ex

&ﬁm>%mgﬁMmmAcm )

)

tremely varied as to doctrine and mr&cﬁiaeg the question naturaliy ariges =

as to which movements had a masjor effect on the American uﬂmlgranuuﬁ The

I3

Synod historians, almost to a men, give the top honor to Carl Olef RO sendus
(1816 &868{ﬁ C1iffo 1 N@lson says that Rosenius "has perhaps é% ted more
influence on the preachimg of the clergy as well éS on the piéiy of éhe
people of the Augusfana‘Church than any other leader,"“ and that "more bthan
any other single leader, we must take 1ouanzus seriously into account iiwhen
we congider thenspiri%ual movements and factors that have shaped our
churche®? Osecar Olsocn a agreess "It is safe to say thal no one influgnéed
the pioﬁeer pastors and the early immigrants more profoundly than did

1n

Rosening, o Thus, i1 is this S tockholm lay preacher who is.acclaimed

as ‘the p?lmaYy'pLC stic influence brought by the Swedes from thelr fa-
therland,

Did ¢.0, Rosenius really have swh a great influence on the eairly

Augushana Synod? If so, how was his influence felt? Was it geen in the
Yy »

structure of the new body? VWas it reflected in the church's docirine or
3

practice? Was it to be heard in the preaching of its pioneer pastors,




felt in the home devotions of its laity? Was it seen in the publi-
cations of the Synod, or was it brought over in battered coples of the

o1t mainly through Hoseniusg! mission society, the

kngwl d or documenty

Lo my

losenivs,

!3 n fzrm [ .J

-,key,dcﬁ srinal uarﬂoﬂci of

the young L a?easg we should have a better

enius! influence on the

i

Bwedi ""

ABes esp031a&wj Geowg e

(Minne 453 Uf of

R £

Westim,

[

T,
. Swedish word for Preaders.”
pa”* qu ar pietistic group in Northe
a designabion for Pieb! in general, The nam
of gathering in homes and reading sermons of Lut
to a seymon prepared by one of thelr own memberua

Ll
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HAPTER 2

O
u‘m
52l

SENTUS AND ROSENTANLISM

Lhn AUWthﬂﬂa Founders came %0 ﬁhiﬁ

esented by such men in mne'ﬁkursh

PQAQ Ahlberg, Dr. P, Wies

ng the many Yother s¥ who might have

Schartau, Wlb@rgg Hammar, and,

(3}

o szudy the special WﬂflL@ﬁ?

may have had UpOﬂAuL Ahguol3ﬂm synod, we must first delingate

rivival of Rosenius. Ixactly what were the

&

enius. and H@seqza dem that might help us trace his influence

not 40 be denied that Rosenianism was an outgrowth of an

earlier era of Swedish pietisms, One may go so far as to call Hosenius'

movemant

tice are

because o

5,12 Yet, when com=

“the direct heir of the Norrland read
maiy of ths other revivals stemming from this same background,
tapproached much closer to normal Christianity and avoided the

Fa)
L

. 13 o as . .
of the sects.™ Bince extrensz deviaillons in doctyrine or prace
much easier to trace, our subject becomes much more complicated

£ this pietism lacking excesses.

hably the most -outstanding characteristic of Rosenius? teaching

3 his absolute devotion to the Swedish state church. While Baptists,

Separatis

i

s, and others were calling the people to revival and exodud

AS2Y




from the state church system, Hoserdus called for revival and renswal

inside the old systems What makes this the more curious 1s Hoseniusg! own
life as lay preacher in the Hebthodistic Bethleher in
Stockholm. Though often he preached against the deadness in ths state

church of his day, he saw separation as a hindrame to trus renewal in

kept the great majority

R ot e
the state

pr@blﬁmg one th t pﬁ Ueﬂ the mage

that he could only equate the Tutheren Church.

with +he Qwhdjsn @ o chbxphg Though he was strongly influenced by the

Scott, he n thoun}i of giving up the Iutheran doo=

=
5
et
g
Q
o
E,J
%3]
e
2
@
O
)
(631
D

frine. 16 e boldly defended 1u¢ant bumtlsmif and veﬁularly tooh com

municn in the state church.l8 [His preaching was full of Luthexr's phrasf}“,

eology and picture languages

5 broad aguaintance with Ivther's writings comes out mosd cl@arlyg»“ T

however, in Hosenius'! Cospel-centered messoge. While the majority of

Swedish pletists were, like their German brothers, very good at confusing

Taw and Gospel, Rosenius was a true "doctor of the Scrdptures.® ILuther
taught him well do distinguish between Law and Gospel. Though he went along

often with the bypical thunder and brimstone preaching of thig revival era,

Iosenius always followed up with ihe full comfort of the Gospel. He was

noted for his strong "concentration on the cross and the suffering of

6




Christ. ™  Some have gone so far

o
4]

to say that his "sole dogma was the

o . ) N e T o N
forgiveness of sing without merit of the sinner.”“C His motto is said to

ed by CGhrist,! w2l and this typifies his fTine
o 3 I

have begen “the world is justifi

understanding of object justification, always a wealk point among Scan-

dinavian Iutherans. These distinctive elements -— an emphasis on Gos-

pel preaching, a zross, and a clear position

in favor of ObjpbulVﬂ
true understanding of

of nine ﬂ"CGﬂbuTy

Rosenius also followed Luther in emphasi zzng the importance

call. A dlook %‘T seniust own call, how ver, once again disclose
fence~straddling position on the ohuvoaﬂ Though always a devobed lay

in the state church, Hosenius, as meniioned

Scott's Methodist-oriented churchs In 18L1 Rosenivs had begun assis

Scott but he was often bothered about not having been properly called

to such a position, Scott alleviated the problem by getting Roseni

§

yearly stipend and a call as Pcity-missionary® for The Foreign Evangel-

ical Bocilety, based in New York, Thus, from 1841 until his doauhv Hos

enius was a called and salaried worker of this iafommed mission: eor;ccy

and its successor, The American and Foreign Christian Union, 2%

That Resenius apparently felt no qualms about being called and sup=

A )

ported by a non-Lutheran group seems strange to us. Yebl, it is rather

£

typical, Though Hosenius himself preached quite sound Iutheranism, he:

was always rather friendly to those less orthodox in doctrine or prace

—_ . e o . . .
tice, Lric Janson went a 1ittle too Far with his perfectionist teschings,

and, what was probably even worse in Rosenius’ eyes, in burning

writings. Hoseniws was forced 4o goundly condemn him, But Rosenius

scemed quite friendly towards people with Baptist and Methodist (espec—

~3



ially Ve )} leamings, and had no concept of pulpit, altar, or

prayer fellowship principals. Though he preached law and Gospel like

AL

in cooperating with any of the true

H

the bhest of Iutherans, he felb

5 of Christls body, Yeven il thelr part of the

e
- . . - . . S— 28
church calls itself Appollofs and L call mine Paul s

We see, therefore, thab even !

(such as the Mpreachir el this time), &

Rosenian teaching and practice can be

ollowing

¥

ters, besldes nobing the direct contacis

of Augustansa, we shall also see whet

<

and practices shew themselves during

ustanals existence;

11¢,J, Petri, ¥Swedish Intheran Pioneer Missionaries,” in The Ay
ustana Synod 1860-1910¢ A Brief Review of its History (Rock Island: Auge

Ustana Book Loncern, 1910}, Dels

Y2Ronnegard, ops cibts, pe23Le

L3John Wordsworth, The Wational Church of Sweden {(London: A.R.
Mowbray, Itde, 1911), pa372«

1ha, Bverett Arden, The School of the Prophetss The Background and
History of Augustena Theological Seminary 1.060=1960 (Hock Islands Auge.
ustana hook Goncern, 1960), psbIe : '

. o , ,

15Amﬂng the. exceptions were the Danish group usually called Borne

holmers, Waldenstrém and his Mission Govenant Church {(the majority of

whose members never dropped membership in the state church, however),

and the new Lutheran UGonfessional Church of Sweden foundediin 197L which
w

can trace the majority of its families back to Hosenius via HE.U.5e and.

lé“Jag har aldrig 1 tiden tankd ofvergifva var lutherska lara,” in
4 letter to his brobher Peter, dated Jan. 26, 1841, quoted in G.0, Hos-
cnius: Hans liv och verksambet, 5te Uppls, (Btockholm: L.F.S.Forlag, 1909},
p-0h. “Ina letter dated the day before Laster, 16842, Rosenius adds,
"Jag tycker var kyrka har den renaste, fullkomligaste léra, och dessutom

v min moder.® Ibid,s; ps117.
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ons associate pastors
v was adressed to A Wiberg who

in Copen

b oand Altar,”

apldsz:

in

It 18 cited
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in The New

by
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death in
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we would




first OEQaﬂued waduuhtlmt

1}

the cry for preachers iﬂ‘nime%eenﬁhwce L Ama£1ca@

acterized as a typical piletist preacher, of that dayggé he zeal he had

for the‘pie%istig cause can be seen from his work in tx J”;;;Arnd@?&

o

T 1

tianity and little Carden of Paradise dnto &wea sh e&M1v in

e

TmLGMt

his ministrye Though there is no vecord of his having had any. pers Qnai

conbact with Rosenius before his departure for America in 1849, he seems

+o have in several ways tended in that direction.

For instance, Bebjorn was a good pers sonal fri Lend of Georg@‘ﬁcoﬁtmzf

A

ity

ter his ”awakening” in 1839, Esbjbrn was

be h
&
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Hudiksvall temperance meeting vhere he was even elected “ecreﬁazym
After Seott's expulsiow from. SWCd@ﬁﬂ Esbibrn wrote to him,%Gome and.
preach as before the gospel of Jesus rapentancéé and faitﬁ withoub
regpect to outward forms,"ed Anyong se‘aﬁtacﬁéd‘to Scott must have had

religious ideas pretty much in common also with Rogenius,

T




"i:.,‘*

Tabidrn seems to have been more Methodist-minded

bty
o
D
\g
3‘
FJ
1
”’2

through Scott s influence than Hogenius was. He dossn't seem to have

o

develeped & real appreciation for the Gonfessions until he had been in

1

Americae for some time. He seems to have even swaved towards accepbting

Methodism outright at one time in order to gain support from Heds
ard his Bethel Ship in New York, However, in most aspecis, he seemg to

have

the amulmvnzoa;utle poT%CﬁQS of ths . lund

America, he. acc&pn ed = ~p ¥4 from the Amsfzcaﬂ Lown’

Ee)

His position on church LGllDW&hi; is seen from

o)
=
2
o

y onﬁemplat

the Northern Tllineis Synod and a merger with other Lwrn ‘o%%,p sto"@

Norelius A—rijéé 1858g Norelius had been
3 AP 2 ; 3 had |

)
4
s}
=

o form a Minnesota Synods Dsbjorn's advice might wéll have COme Lrom: Roem
seniug himgalfls

You are dissatisfied with ocur synod because some are ﬁMow l%Lﬂ@fﬁU%ma
Who can guarentee that you will net have them among yourselves also?
Do you not alrveady have the aged Heyer? GCould you forbid him meme
shership? That would indeed kill the whole projects You have I bew
lieve absorbsd a wyrong convietion from the brethren in Colembus '
concerning the relation of the orthodox Christian to the less ows
thodox, who are willing to coDPEWat@ with him and who gﬁve him 14
berty to act according to his falth and conviction. I may call this
convigtion which you have received too eremitic or donatid
assumes that the orthodox shall separate himself from &
morant and less precise brethren, and shall not remain in ar
holy alliance." ol

18 {J Lim ‘i, (]

;

2

Though Hosenius evidently had little or no direct influence upon laps

Esbhjbrm, it is olear that the two men had a common mind set, probably due
g # &

o the comnon influence vpon them of George Sgotts Hence, we see a simie

ot

laxity in doctvine and practice, I% seems as though the two finally met,

but only in 1862 after ﬁ bjorn had returned for good %o Sweden .2 @




T, N. Hasselauist

Tuve Nilsson Hasgelquist? though a latey arrival than &sbjgrnﬁ
played an even greater rulﬁ in sheping Avgustana, As Synod and geminaxy
pregldent, as editor and pu)iﬁbhovm his influence was fell throughout
“the synod during its formbive years.

Hasselquist was a product of the Skane movere nts. Though

having stud 764 bhs

he quzckmy Lecam~'mw'

Haﬁﬁ‘B?JE’E’}' n

%h@?mmdmr& pﬁ&u@ww His

sed Lo

along with him he

religious freedom in the hop

Qp@k@ euﬁ against

Ope;

evils of tls aba o] CDPXGQ and seenf: to be well on hls way to leaVing the

Imthsran ereed complebely at'%he time he left gDT AmeYioap His Iinai‘

farewell Oddm030 wasg gLV@ﬁ buuor a group of Moravians in Helsingho:

Though, as in the case of Isbjdrn, we have no record of any direct

contact with Ro osenius, there iS a record of a run=in between Hasselquist
and Rosenius' devotee Oscar Ahnfelt, Ahnfelt travelled throughout Sweden
as-a Rosenian ambassador spreading the Gospel through sermons amd even
more impres swvely throvgh his songs. When Ahnfelt was scheduled to ape
pear in his parish, Hasselquist toek the floor instead and preverted Ahn-
felt f”on ba{vng uﬂJ paxrt in leading or performing for the 58?Vi@@w3h

In a similay vein, wa are told that he refused 1o recomnend Rosenius'

to his parlishioners.

Ixactly what his objection was is unelear, Perhaps it lay in Rosenius!?

strong csmmﬂ*xmﬁau to Pmother church.” For those caught up in the reform
and revival movemsnts of the time it as very difficult to concelve of

Intheranism in any terms bub that of the state church systems This rem

sulted in the thought that Lutheranism must be Sacrificed alsc. to accom

12



plish the purge of the Swedish church. Hosenius was at the opposite eul-

treme. As a staunch lutheran in dochbrine he saw himself compelled to

stay under the wing of the state church in order not to risk the loss

3
b
=

1ds

of Lutheranism 40 the sectss Though
church? and Ynon-lutheran free church" seems strange Lo us, it was pre-

£

valent in Sweden at Howye

enius,., 4In a lether.

Hasselquist says, Phven Fjellstedt believes as'l do that at least a part

of the Rosenians are leaning towards the Methodists .30 Perhaps We cam”

only conclude that Hasselquist was unsure of himself and wavering in
y )

his own attitudes at this tines

Hasselquist ayrrived in Amspica in 1 52 and his early position there

&
o]

was gulte similay le applied for and received suppord

fr@m the same mission society. In a leﬁ%er‘%o ﬁhem of April 2k, 1853{
Hasselquist,saysﬂbml am with all my heaxrt atbached to the Iutheran Gons
fessions, but not so that I should draw back from fellow labcringbwiih
brethren of other denominabions..."37 In the following year, he Wrote‘
to them that he had alréady realized while in dweden tlat the state

church system 'was wrong, because a hurch discipline was impossible

and the notorius for impilety and infidelity had accession to the privie

‘ 2
leges of the Church of God quite as well as ‘the believingn“Jg The ra= .

sedom of America now allowed Hasselquist not only to aiy his
feelings bub to try oub in practice the practicality of the free church
system, something Rosenius wovld have probably shuddered at.

Yet, at the same time, the proselytiming Baptists, Methodlsts, and

Bpiscopalians drove Hasselquist, as it had BEsbjorn, back to a study of

the Iutheran Confessions.’' CGonsequently, he becams more Lutheran in doc-

trine and practice, and thus also more Rosenian., In 1858 Hasselquist had

spoken out in favor of the General .Synodi ®so much the more as "New Lut

.6 dicotomy between YlLutheran state

Yy




-

evapism " is on the wane."3? A decade later, however, he pushed the

§

Lo

entrance of Au +o the Genersl Gouncil.

Though always
willing 1o cooperate with other Lubheran churches, as the years passed he

hecame less and less willing to
gl

him reprinting large portions of it

E

In its very fivst is

we £ind referetes %o the writings of "Rosenius, that

who has 8o reé@atly'bean called home," I% is also'Sigﬁ

that one of - h first books o role offHasse 1@Uﬂ5,3$”p:imiiﬁg pr
Galesburg was O scar Ahnfelils Fifly Spiriﬁual S %f

i uozgﬁ

Surely this dis a drastic

Lowards R@S@ﬁiAB and his followers. However,

whether this incre eased aﬂpFGCLa tion for K

Tuda
]

creassed confe ),1onnlz

sm, Ox whebher the dincy

8

on bv. a renewed study of the Bonfessions resulted in a greater apprec=
J 5} s

LN

writings. The latter seems to be the morp:

jah

hi.

iation Tor Resenius and

accaeptable FOhu1UaLOﬂ T4 is clear that Rosenius and Hasselquist did end

vp in basically %he same doctrinal stance. We have tle evidence, how-

@vcgg that Rosenius was to any great degree the cause of thiss

Eric Norelius is the final member of the trivmvirate most respons
gible for shaping the Augustana Synod. As Svnod president rofessor
F A ! s P

of theology, travelling miséionary9 editor and publisher9 and Synod his=



as mentioned befors, very Rosenlan
in content {as one would expect realizing the close contact between

. Novweglan

Mag so mavy of the older

1
o gk .
ageustomed to do.¥ "  In his history of Augustans, he

sn with the AJM.HL.S3, because of its

OC{‘(’\I“

WO”ﬂ and Sacra

that were favored by Roseniuss

+ e 1 e e a PH el U
prayer meetings, and the "husiOrhor,
stressing especialzy sin and ng

Though Rosenian in docbrids

with Rosenius in some matters of practice; especi iy‘church

Norelius would never have though%‘ov WOTkLﬂg sade by side WTLH
{even Weslevens) the way Rosenius did. When the M@th@di5t minister

£

Agrelius came %o his frontier area of Minnesota, Horelins writes, "It

would unuoubbﬂdly have been pol lite for me to invibe him to preach in

N 5 L g v own v 1 conrnti ?19

my stead, but 1 could not do so because of my own personal convicitions
A11 in all, Noweling must also be congldered a member of the

"churchly evangelical school® of which Rosenius was Sweden's leading rep=

na he also used

5

resentative. As edzxow of Minnesota Posten and Augu

and appreciated the fins gospel dcvcu ong of Hosenius. Yet, 1little preﬁf,

can be brought forward in support of any substantial influence by

Rosenius himself.

During the 1050's three more pastors emmigrated and joined the
g e p g J
founding father s of Algustana. It is noteworthy that two of %them

1 R 2 - 28
came from "darkest? Smdland and the obher from Skine which have ®more

16 : K




than any other part of Bweden, preseved the .old Luthe ran heri

three algo

~y 2 23 -
By Lefe VOEY

were caught in a tension between an allegiance to piebtistic Lutheranisn

Al

church systems

b
=
o
<t
ot
fuds
0]
[
o]
"
Q
o
]

a1

s

seeins as if

- he received from Ros

u
was i

ivalistic influences. . Once he
derstanding and appreciation of the Lutheran Confessions ... grew

stronger |

i

eay by year, because of iae frequent struggles he had with
. e . . , e ,

various sects.®> This Rosenian trend towards an appreciation of the

ngs of

Gonfessions may have been in part due o contact with the wrli

Roseniu If so, this was probably Carlssonfs biggest debt to him,
B P

52}
»

Jonas Swensson

Jonas Swensson came to America in 1856 and is said 1o have been

“in many respects the most confessional and churchly of all i

. oG] a
Imtheran pasmczs%/' who arrived in the U.S.A4. betwegn 1l

]

Who helped mold him in this Yconfessional® and Ychurchly® vein?
himself acknowledged “the strong influence of Jacob Otto Hoof (1766-1839),
the West Gobttland preachér and writer.o® Norelius in his history calls

- - N 7 [ .
swensson a Yspiritual son of Nohrborgm”)é Though he too undoubtedly re:

spected Rosenius and read his works with profit; direct influesnce seems

]



to have been minimal,

Olof Christian Telemark Andrdn

1860, was a

hefore

with BOsenius on th
17yt10 ch e e

might have recsived.

theological developmenﬁ

the Augustana DyFOde”)7

child of

developed a warm pietis

In America he want
believers only. The
that is so "typic
itUb$Ona

tion's cons

as its rule of faith, yet

lation to Christians of other proteotanL persuasiox

much 1ike

Lo spre

ha

0, G,

T, Andrén

P the one

he pewaomaT 1@”

ad any 15&&

an evangeligal

(, 1y

naSuOf ho did i

2l naver retuz

5

vence in do 1 e

the last

of the pasto
outhern Swedish

LhOxG

Olsson

ed his congregs

" the early pastors

is said to be "ypical of

pigtistic movement, in his case

)

tilon

&

we

I8 ary ,.pV.Ll”W

conffessional

shall consgider.

mowithout vejecting the Lubheran Confessions,

in Lindsborg, Kansas to be for

combination of confessional and piet

the thinking

kS

It

[

Urecognize

3

t desires

al® of ﬂl“ these pas

=

to

18

rs can be seen in

the evangelical Ithe
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