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Lutheran charismatics continue to

claim that Luther was a charismatic and
that Luther would agree with them.

“Luther and the Spirit,” an ‘article in

the December, 1984 International
Lutheran Renewal,
Lutheran leaders in the-tongues and heal-
ing movement, favorably quotes from
Bengt Hoffmann’s
Mysties.”” “Did Luther in fact know and
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3ehrhorst said St. Joha's had 8
enrollment of 250 studerts. &
wp of 20 from last year.
roliment has never reached the
1 of 408 established in 1982,
&1 SL. John's changed trom & 2-
\r 1o a 4-year institution. he

d.

In addition, Bruning said

urch officials had been
acerned thal only 45 percent of

» school’s students were {aking
urch-related courses. St. John's
rives i1 percent of ils income
»m the church. The remainder

from student fees and interest
ings. Bruning satd.

Behrhorst said he had beer
sappolinted that the commission
|4 provided no alternatives 10
« recommendation lo close, The
esident of St Poul's, the Rev.
piem R. Keel, said he was
socked” by the change from the
smmission’s earlier
commendation, which was for
1t in programs at St. Paul's.

The Rev. Dr. Raiph Bohimann,
-esident of the denomination, has
iggested that the four boards
wiew the recommendation in

be in the affirmative,”’ writes Hoffmann.

]t would indeed have been surprising -

had Luther omitted charismatic healing as
part of the work of salvation. ... He heard

the equally important admonition to
heal.”’ :

Of course, Luther believed what the Bi-
ble teaches about healing and praying for
the sick. But no one at all familiar with
Luther’s massive writings could honestly
claim that he would have been part of the
modern tongues and healing movement.
Misguided charismatics should check the
section on the charismatic movement in
the Christian News Encyclopedia and our
special issue on Luther, CN, June 27, 1983,
“The Enthusiasts and the Charismatic
Movement,” p. 15.

Vinson Synan, a leading Roman Catho-
lic charismatic, in his recently published
in the Later Days: The Qutpouring of the
Holy Spirit in the Twentieth Century
(reviewed in the November 12, CN, p. 14)
recognizes that Luther would not be in ac-
cord with the modern charismatic move-
ment. He quotes Luther:

<“The Holy Spirit is sent forth in two
ways. In the primitive church he was sent
forth in a manifest and visible form. Thus
He descended upon Christ at the Jordanin -
the form of a dove (Mt. 3:16), and upon
the apostles and other believers in the

sending forth of the Holy Spirit; it was
necessary in-the primitive church, which
had to be established with visible signs on
account of the unbelievers, as Paul

testifies. 1 Cor, 14:22: “Tongues are for a*

sign, not for believers but for un-
believers.” But later on, when the church
had been gathered and confirmed by these
signs, it was not necessary for this visible
sending forth of the Holy Spirit to con-
tinue.” )

EE .

The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
has condemned the anti-seriptural
doetrine of the modern charismatic move-
ment. In former years charismatic clergy-
men were not permitted to remain mem-
bers of the LCMS. However,
LCMS officials are no longer taking any
disciplinary action against charismatics.
Rev. Del Rossin of the LCMS is listed in
the International Lutheran Renewal
Newsletter as ‘‘Coordinator of Pastoral
and Congregational Renewa 2T

Dr. William H. Foege, assistant surgeon
general and special assistant for policy de-

form of fire (Acts 9-3). This was the first

_that they were in,almost. complete agree-,

today’s -

field of public health service, will speak
on ‘“‘Global and Individual Health: The
Conflict,”” Feb. 3, at 8:15 p.m.
% ok %k

The December Northwestern Lutheran
includes a well deserved tribute
(reproduced below) to Dr. Siegbert
Becker, who died September 1 (“‘A Very

Special Servant Called to Heaven”. Chris-
tian News, Septembre 10, 1984, p. 1.

The ‘cover of the November 15 North-
western Lutheran features President Per
Jonsson' of .the Lutheran Confessional
Church (Sweden, Norway, Finland) at the
Church’s’ tenth anniversary which was
celebrated September 7-9 at Uppsla,
Sweden. The same issue has a report by
Wisconson Evangelical Lutheran’ Synod
President Carl H. Mischke, who visited
Sweden and witnessed ‘‘true confessional-
ism’’ in that country. : :

«Confessional church celebrates tenth
anniversary’’ (reprinted here from the
December, 1984 Northwestern Lutheran)
shows how much the Lutheran Confes-
sional Church appreciated Dr. Becker.

Possibly some mention should be made
about the labors of Dr. David Hedegard, a
vice-president of the International Council
of Christian Churches and president of the
Scandinavian Evangelical Alliance and
Mr. Arne Pettersen, a Norwegian who
came to this country &8 a young man. Heis
about the most well read Lutheran lay
theologian we have ever met. It was Mr.
Pettersen who introduced Dr. Hedegard
to Lutherans in this country. Mr. Pet-
tersen met Dr. Becker in 1960 when Dr.
Becker served as a counselor in the Con-
cordia Seminary — Otten case and Mr.
Pettersen twice came from New York to

" testify as a witness.

Dr. Hedegard, thanks to Mr. Petterson,
visited .us some 20 years ago in New
Haven and we were able to have him meet
Dr. William Beck.-Dr. Hedegard transl-
ated the New Testament into modern
Swedish and he and Dr. Beck, the author
of An American Translation, soon found

ST

iment in matters of translation, textual cri-
ticism, theology, etc. Both, regretted that
they hadn’t known of each other’s work
years sooner. . ,

Dr. Hedegard subscribed to Christian
News for a good number of conservative
Lutherans in Sweden and sent us various
articles for publication. Some of the many
.articles in CN by Dr. Siegbert Becker and
Rev. Peter Krey were translated into
Swedish -and, according to various
Lutherans in Sweden, it was the fact that
Dr. Hedegard introduced them to CN and"

. the writings of Dr: Becker that led to their
association with the Wisconsin Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Synod. Dr. Seth Erlandsson
of Biblicum continued much of the work of
Dr. Hedegard. Dr. Erlandsson, ‘who is a
highly regarded Hebrew scholar, and Dr.
Becker both have served as advisors for
An American Translation. During his last

* months Dr. Becker read through the en-

THE NORTHWESTERN LUTHERAN, December, 1984. ,
Confessional church celebrates tenth anniversary

It was a moving moment at the
tenth anniversary celebration of
the Lutheran Confessional Church
(Sweden, Norway, and Finland) -
(LCC), held at Uppsala, Sweden,
September 7-9, when Pastor Edgar
Hoenecke reminded the 200
Scandinavian Lutherans of the
debt of gratitude they owed the late
Dr. Siegbert W. Becker of ’
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary.

In the news

The LCC’s first contact with Dr.’
Becker came through his doctrinal
articles, some of which were
translated into Swedish. In 1972
Dr. Becker spent August in Sweden
lecturing and counseling with the
men who would later organize the
LCC in 1974. -

For Dr. Becker the 1972 contact
was the first of many trips to the
Scandinavian countries carrying

- with him his staunch
confessionalism, enthusiasm and
wise counsel. His task the more
welcome to the LCC because he -
had learned the Swedish language, '
the better to share his faith with
them. : .

Dr. Becker was to have spent the
entire 1984-85 school year in
Sweden working on & commentary
and assisting in & new Swedish
translation of the Bible. Stricken
suddenly with cancer, Dr. Becker

Em_w-.ww. Wn..m.ﬂ“mﬂ“ this story was not able to carry out his mn.mn.m. Dr.
ws provided by United Press agsignment. . . Biblicum,
In honor of the important role v ¥

ptermational

played by Dr. Becker in the

formation of the LCC, Pastor
Hoenecke asked all at the
anniversary celebration to rise and
“bow their heads in recognition
and thanksgiving.”

President George Orvick of the
Evangelical Lutheran Syned also
spoke of the crucial part Dr. Becker
played in the launching of the
LCC. In Swedish he sang the hymn
Children of the Heavenly Father

- which he had sung at Dr. Becker's
funeral four days before in
Milwaukee.

In addition to the anniversary
services, a number of lectures were "
delivered during the weekend. Dr.
Ingemar Fuerberg of Gothenburg
spoke on the eternal election of

Seth Erlandsson. of

center of the LCC, spoke
on the view of Scripture and"
scriptural faith. Prof. Carl

A moment of silence in memory of Dr. Becker.

' Commission on Inter-Church
confessional fellowship.

The anniversary weekend was

the anniversary met with

' Markku Sarela of the Lutheran

day conference Scripture and
. fellowship were discussed slong

to ecumenical marriages.
Representing the Wisconsin
Synod at the anniversary

were President Carl Mischke,

Lawrenz, representing the WELS
Relations, spoke on the doctrine of
followed by a “free conference’” on
Monday at which participants in
representatives of the Independent
Ev. Lutheran Church of Germany
(SELK). Present also was President

Free Church of Finland. At the one-
with a regulation of SELK relative

celebration and the free conference

Pastor Martin Janke, Pastor Edgar
Hoenecke and Prof. Carl Lawrenz.

COVER — President Per Jonsson of the -
Lutheran Confessional Church (Sweden,

Norway, Finland) at the Church’s tenth

anniversary which was celebrated Sep-

tember 7-9 at Uppsala, Sweden.

tire AAT several times, once out loud.
AAT revision editor Rev. Philip Giessler

consulted frequently with Dr. Becker.
Thanks to translator Rev. Edward

Johnson of the Lutheran Church in

America, CN has been able to publish a
good number of articles from Lutheran
Confessional Church President Per
Jonsson, Mrs. Jonsson and other conser-
vatives in the Scandinavian countries. See
President Jonsson’s ‘“The Lutheran World
Federation and the ‘Ecumenical Move-
ment’’ in the Christian: News En-
cyclopedia, p. 276. e
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;  She was very &macvcw:r&. a reader wréte, “to ovnn‘
the last issue of The Northwestern Lutheran and find;
only an obituary on Dr. Siegbert Becker. ... It would |
be a shame if the story of how God used this modern
leader of our church was not shared with the laity.”

Since there may be a few —a very féew — of our
readers who may not have heard of Dr. Becker, I want
to dedicate my column to this extraordinary Christian
man. .

He was a farm boy from Minnesota with a burning

zeal for Lhe ministry, who found his way to Concordia

. Seminary, St. Louis, from which he graduated in 1938.
After nine-yeuars of servicein a parish, he was called in
1947 to teach religion at Concordia College, River
Forest, [llinois where he taught until he accepted a
call in 1963 toteach religion at Milwaukee Lutheran
Teachers College and joined the Wisconsin Synod. In
1969 he accepted a call to Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary. He retired in June 1984

His ministry was that of the scholar and teacher of

teachers and pastors. Yet, he was a popular lecturer at

- lay forums. His Bible classes were models of whata
Bible class ought to be. His association with the
Lutheran Confessional Church of Sweden brought
him before many circuits of the Lutheran Women’s
Missionary Society to speak about this fledgling
church.

In the pulpit he was a dynamic speaker and among
our best. It was always with regret that you heard him
say “amen.” His last legacy to the Synod was a paper
on Christian liberty delivered to the 1983 Synod
convention. Never was he more eloguent or his sense
of humor sharper. .

Dr. Becker was deeply committed to the principles of
the Reformation. When he found the academic climate
at the University of Chicago at odds with his
Reformation principles, he discontinued and
transferred his doctoral studies to Northern Baptist
Theological Seminary.

But his outstanding quality to my mind was his
rugged, strong, unyielding faith. His battles within the
Missouri Synod were not over abstract doctrines and
detached propositions. They involved the deepest

recesses of his faith. He always lived his life — all of w»,

— in the presence of God.
In 1963, leaving the Missouri Synod controversies
behind him, he joined the Wisconsin Synod. When  *

asked why, he wrote in The Northwestern Lutheran,
1 can only reply that I joined the Wisconsin Synod
because it was important to me to be a member of &
church in which my own faith was not assailed .
constantly by men who outwardly passed as brethren
but who, by denying the inerrancy of Scripture and
other fundamental doctrines of the church, were
tearing down the foundations on which all Christian .
faith must rest — the words and promises of God.”

His brilliant academic life was that tife which rested
upon the words and promises of God. It was a matter
of life and death to him. From his new Christmas
home, he would like to be remembered for that!




Swedish Tribute toDr. Siegbert W. Becker o= +

The homegoing of this well known orthodox Lutheran pro-
fessor, pastor, scholar, and man of God on September 1 was
deeply feit not only in Lutheran confessional circles in
America but also in Sweden. Dr. Becker had frequently
visited both Sweden and Norway and had otherwise exerted
much effort to assist the fledgling Lutheran Confessional
Church in Sweden and Norway during its first decade.
Following are tributes to Dr. Becker in the September issue of
Lutherskt Saendebrev, monthly publication of the LCC.

First, Dr. Becker's last letter of greeting to the church,
dated August 14, addressed to Pastor Per Jonsson, church
leader and editor, and the members of the LCC:

“Dear Brothers: :

“1 had hoped to be able to write you personally to express .
my great joy over the 10th anniversary of the Lutheran Con- .
fessional Church. But I am so weak that this is not possible.

Therefore, 1 am asking Helen to write these lines to express ~

my gratitude to God and to all of you, and particularly
Kjerstin Jonsson, for the fact that these 10 years hiave been so -
significant for the work of confessional Lutheranism in
Sweden, Norway, Finland and on into Germany.

*‘God bless you all and give us all His grace, that we might -

all meet in Heaven.

‘‘Affectionately,
Sig Becker”

Kjerstin Jonsson, the wife of Pastor Jonsson, translated into
Swedish many articles and booklets from Luther’s shorter
writings, and many articles of American origin and Lutheran
confessional content, among them Dr. Becker's articles and
booklets and various articles from Christian News.' For the
past few years, emphysema and related illnesses have pre-
vented her from doing any further such work. .

A black-bordered announcement of Dr. Becker’s death and
a tribute to him and his work appeared on the front page of
Saendebrev as follows: v C .

SIEGBERT W. BECKER

After a lengthy illness Siegbert W. Beeker has fallen asleep .
in the Lord. This occurred one week prior to our 10th anniver-
sary celebration in the Lutheran Confessional Chureh.

As late as this spring we had hoped that Becker and his wife
might participate in this anniversary event, but this did not fit
into the Lord’s plans. :

No one else would have been so fitting a guest at our 10th
anniversary as Becker. As far as human reckoning goes, we
would have had no Lutheran Confessional Church if Becker
had not become God’s chosen instrument.

How could it have come about this professor at the Wiscon-
sin Synod seminary clear off there in the American Midwest
came to Scandinavia and witnessed how a confessional church
body could grow and develop on the good foundation he laid?
Here was nothing of a ‘‘conqueror’s mentality.’’ Instead, here-
was a man with his heart in the right place and with concern
for the glory of God who gave hungry souls malnourished by
the pap which had been offered them, the true, living Word in-
stead. Not only did he write a friendly reply to a letter from a
complete stranger in Sweden, but he also gave of his time to
dig up and send over several lectures which he had held. Lit-
tle by little these were collected and translated and issued .

under the titles Lagens tredje bruk (Third Use of the Law), .. ....the -grace

now sold out, and The Verbil Inspiration of Hely. Scripture,
In the summer of 1972 -the Biblicum Foundation invited him'
to come to Sweden as a guest lecturer. His lectures later came
out in book form as Skriften och Saligheten (Scripture and |
Salvation). When the Lutheran Confessional Church was’
founded a book was issued with the same title as the new
church name. Becker contributed to this with an article on
‘“Why I Left the Missouri Synod.”” When the new church held
its first annual convention in Yxenhult in 1975, Becker
preached — in Swedish. During the previous year he had
taught himself the Swedish language in order to further and
strengthen his contacts in Sweden. - o

During the years Becker developed close personal contacts
with many of the members of the LCC, both young and old. He
exerted much effort traveling to congregations and gather-

ings of the Wisconsin Syned in order to awaken interest in the
work in Scandinavia. : .

And so a teacher in the congregation has laid down his
teaching office to take up the song of praise before the throne
of the Lamb. It is therefore appropriate to cite this word from
Daniel 12:3: o

“And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the
firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the
stars for ever and ever.” (Translator’s note: In the Swedish
Bible and in some other languages, including Luther’s Ger-
man Bible, the opening words of Daniel 12:3 are translated
“But the teachers shall shine. . ."")

Finally, a brief essay, evidently a lecture given by Dr.
Becker on one of his visits to Sweden and now published in his
memory, entitled

. WITH CHRIST IN HEAVEN.

When I was a boy we had a neighbor who used to make fun
of what was said in the Bible. One day I heard him say to his
father: ‘‘If there is a heaven, is it beyond this world or where
is it? It must be farther than the furthest stars. But the stars
are millions of light years from us, and even if the soul could
be transported with the speed of light, it would take the soul
millions of years to get there.” ;

For a long time thereafter I found this question a major
stumbling block. I had always believed that heaven was some-
where beyond the stars, but up till now I had never troubled
myself with the question of how long it would take the soul to
get there. I did not doubt that the soul could travel with the -
speed of light and faster, but I was not certain that it could get
beyond the stars in one day, even though I knew that the dying
robber’s soul was in Paradise the same day he died (Luke
23:43).

Paul tells us that we shall meet the Lord *‘in the air”’ (I
Thessalonians 4:17). How far must we travel in order to meet
the Lord? The Lord is everywhere. If our eyes could be
opened as the eyes of Elijah’s servant were cpened, we should
see not only the angels who are all around us but also the Lord
with us here and now. And the Savior says concerning the
angels in heaven who watch over the children: ‘‘For I say to
you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of
my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 18:10). The angels

are with us here in this room, yet at the same time they are al-

ways in heaven. For to come to heaven it is not necessary for '
us to travel a long way when we die. If only the veil were
lifted from our eyes, even we ourselves would stand — as one

(D)

Redaksor och anwariy vigivare: PER JONSSON. o

Siegbert W, Becker har efter en tids
svir sjukdom avsomnat i Herren, Det
skedde en vecka fore Lutherska Be-
kinnelsekyrkans tiodrshogtid.

Annu si sent som | viras hoppades
vi att Becker och hans hustru skulle
vara nirvarande vid detts tillfille,
_men det ingick inte i Guds planer.

Ingen hade - mnnars  varit  sd
sjtlvskriven som ghst vid tiokrshogtl-
den som Becker. Sdvitt milnniskor
- kan fatta, hade vi inte haft ndgon be-
kinnelsekyrka, om inte Becker it bli
ett Guds utkorade redskap.

Hur kunde det dd komma sig, -=A

Siegbert W Becker

(numers slutsdld) och "'Den Heliga
Skrifts verbalinspiration'. P& inbju-
dan av Stiftelsen Biblicum kom han
sommaren 1972 till Sverige som giist-
forelisare. Hans fOrelfisningar kom
sedan w1 i bokform, "'Skriften och

calioh **. Innan Bek 1cak

yrkan

- bildades utkom boken 'Luthersk Be-

kiinnelsekyrka'. Hir medverkade
ocksk Becker med uppsatsen *'Var{or
jag Wmnade Missourisynoden?"” Nir

sedan kyrkan holi sin forsia drskonfe- -

rens I Yxenhult 1975 medverkade
Becker med en predikan phA svenska.
Han hade nimligen dren dess{6rinnan
lart sig svenska spraket (Or att bittre

denne professor vid Wisconsinsyno-
dens pristseminarium borta i Mellan-
vastern kom till Skandinavien och
som frukt av sin fOrkunnelse fick se,
hur en bekinnelsekyrka viixte fram?
Det var | ing av erdvrar 1
tet, Det var { stillet en man, som med
hjirtat pd ritt stille gick sin Herres
irende och gav hungrande sjdlar,
undemirda av den grynvilling, som |
dittills bjudits dem, det sanna lvets
ord. Han inte bara skrev' ett vinlipt
* svar pi brev frin en okind miinniska |
Sverige, han gav sig ocksd tid att letn
fram och sinda dver ett par {Ocedrag,
som han hillit. Dessa blev sd smi-
ningom Oversatta och utgivna umder
titlarna  ** j .
B Lagens tredje  bruk :
day we shall stand — before God as the angels do and see our
Savior in all His glory. :

The Bible does not say as much about the condition of the
soul after death. What we know with certainty is that those

kunna hiila kontakten med Sverige..

Med mings av wnrna,un_unrwar-:u
mediemmar fick Becker under drea
nira personliga kontakter, bdde med
sidre och yngre. Mycken moda lade
han ner pi resor inom Wisconsinsyno-
dens forsamlingar for att vicka in- |
tresse f0r arbetét | Skandinavien,

En Wrare i forsamlingen har nu fatt
lamna sin larartjinst {0r lovsingen in-
for Lammets tron, Dirfor dr det pd
sin pla‘s att anfora ett ord, ur Daniel
12:3; ' .

Men Wirarna skail lysa som fhstet ly-

ser, och de, som har {811 de minga
* 1ill rattfrdighet, ssom stjirnor ali--

" tid och evinnerligen. : :

who have died in Christ will be blessed and happy and shall-

live and reign with Him, while those who have died in disobe-
dience and unbelief shall be **in prison (I Peter 3:19-20) and
tormented. ; :

1t is foolish and n::oommwwa. to pray for the souls of the
dead. Many make a big issue out of this by insisting that the
Lutheran 8&.3&08 recommend ‘prayers for the dead. On

LUTHERSKT SANDEBREV
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the basis of the highly parenthetical reference to ‘‘prayers for
the dead, which are not forbidden' these people attempt to

.. show that it is a good practice to pray for the souls of the dead.

- First and foremost we must maintain that the Apology of the
-Augsburg Confession, where these words are written, at no
point says exactly what is meant by “‘prayers for the dead.”
After the Lutheran confessions renounce all thought of any
purgatory, it becomes clear that they have not set forth what
is customarily meant by ‘“‘prayers for the dead.” We may
offer our prayers of thanksgiving for the blessed dead, prais-
ing them and thanking God for His mercy when they have
ended their lives here on earth and gone home — but to say
more than this cannot be done without departing from the
firm foundation of Holy Scripture. :

This life is our time of grace. *‘Behold, now is the accepted
time; behold, now is the day of salvation,” II Corinthians 6:2.
Knowing this should help us to “‘redeem the time". (Ephesians
5:16), to “*buy time” in which to use this life rightfully, as a
preparation for the life to come. In this spirit we need to turn
again and again to our Savior as the only One in whom we can
find forgiveness and the promise of everlasting life in Him.
And when we have reached certainty concerning the full and
free forgiveness of all our sins through the Lord’s blood, His
suffering, His death and His resurrection, we can with confi-
dence and hope look forward with calmness and joy to that
day when our soul shall be required of us (Luke 12:20). In this
faith we can sing with the hymn writer:

O blessed day, O blessed hour for me
When I shall bid farewell
" From this world, when God shall take me to Him
And gather home my soul! . :
He shall send His angels
To bear me by the hand
To the promised land of Heaven
From the land of my tears. -

To be with Christ shall be far better, even if for a time we
must leave this body which is so wondrously made, and which
we shall be sure to miss when we must depart from it; for it,
too, is God’s gift, given to us for our happiness. But the day
shall come when our body shall again be awakened and shall
have a share in that joy without end which shall be oufs in cur
Savior's presence. God give us all such joy! Amen.

(Translator:

Pastor  Edward A. Johnson, Lincoln,
Nebraska.) ' S ; )

f

'Photographed from the :February 7, 1965 NORTHWESTERN - e S
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.of . God to.become a member of

4 B .
ey 1, Set

If 1"am asked why I chose to sever my fellowship
with a church to which' I had belonged for almost & half
century, to which I owed so much both in a material and
spiritual way, and where I had learned to know my
Savior, ‘and why I chose to affiliate myself with a much
smaller and poorer church body, I can only reply that I
joined the Wisconsin Synod because it was important to

. me to be a member of a church in ‘which my own faith

was not assailed constantly by men who outwardly passed
as brethren but ‘who, by denying the inerrancy of Scrip-

ture and other fundamental doctrines of the church, ‘Were."

tearing down the foundations on which-all Christian faith

Dr. Siegbert Becker

must rest, namely, the words and promises of God. All
of us, pastors, professors and laymen alike, must “walk
in danger all the way,” and everything that undermines
-the authority of the Scriptures makes it more difficult
to cling to the promises of salvation that we have in
Christ. As I was sure that I would, I found in the Wis-
consin Synod a group of fellow Christians who, by their
steadfast loyalty to the Word of God and by their clear,

" firm, and courageous confession of its inspiration and

infallibility, have been a source of strength and edifica-
tion to me in my own spiritual life. I did not expect to

- find a perfect church, for all of us will remain sinners -

until we die, but I did expect to find a church’ which by
"God’s mercy has not followed the modern drift away"
from the moorings of the Word. In this hope I was not
_disappointed. '

1 joined the Wisconsin Synod also for the sake of

my children. T wanted them to hear the kind of preach--

~'ing and teaching that I had heard in my own youth, when
{.1 belonged to a church that faithfully and loyally pro-

claimed the whole counsel of God, that i.monosmq

Why 7 foined the Wisconsin Synod =

v

OV R TV

‘joins the world in casting doubt on the Word of our God,

A little more than.a year ago, I was privileged by opposed all error, and that stood -four 'square on the
the Wiscon- .

impregnable Tock of Holy Writ. These are times in which
our young_people are assailed by a..mngnﬁ on. Scripture

Trom every side; and if thé chureh®to ey belong;

how can they stand firm? You cannot fill the Bible full

. of question marks and attack the historicity. of the revela-

the world. God grant it! Amen.

"~ tion of God by relegating large portions of the Bible to

the realm of myth and legend and still expect that our
young people will become firm believers in Christ and
faithful confessors of the Word. I wanted my children
to have the privilege of growing up in a church where

.. by word and example they would be made aware of the

supreme and infallible authority of that Book by which

..we are taught to.cling to Jesus 'Christ,, without whom

there is no living hope and no.sure salvation.

Finally, I joined the Wisconsin Synod because I was
convinced that it was my duty to give aid and support
to 'a church which supported the principles of the Lu-

" theran Reformation. This duty was implied in the vow

that I took at my confirmation. I believe that the future
of true Lutheranism in the world rests with the Wiscon-
sin Synod and with those still smaller Lutheran groups
which have not surrendered to the ecumania and the
false scholarship of our time. Voices are heard on every
side telling us that unless we come to terms with modern
scholarship and accommodate ourselves to the ‘‘assured
results” of modern scientific investigatiom, we cannot
hope to have a theology which is “relevant” to modern
life. But this siren song was already old when we were
young. A hundred years ago it was said by apostate Lu-
therans that a church which held the theological position
of the old Synodical Conference could not possibly hope
to flourish in the free climate of America. But the
Synodical Conference in those days became a veritable
fortress of orthodox Lutheranism.

.H.ommw the old Synodical Conference is no more, and
the Wisconsin Synod stands almost alone in the world
as one of the few Lutheran. church bodies which in a
united fashion' still defends and confesses orthodox Lu-
theranism. It is my conviction that in the years to come
it will be the Wisconsin Synod that will m.cmuw the
strengthening Word to those faithful souls in other
Lutheran bodies who are grieved for.the affliction of

. Zion and who need the encouragement of true brethren

in the faith. It was my hope that T might in a small way
help the Wisconsin Synod speak that Word to a world
that needs it.

By their courageous action and their clear confes-
sion, the members of the Wisconsin Synod have compelled
me to recognize them as my brethren in the true’ Lu-
theran faith. Here is where I belong. I know that they
can help me. I hope that I can help them. And by the
grace of God, together we will ‘help. Lutheranism: and

SIEGBERT BECKER



-

+

<

_scholars,

phone

Real Christian Comfort in Death
A Great Champion of

God’s Truth Goes to :m.:a___

With the death on September 1 of Dr. Siegbert
Becker, one of the Twentieth Century’'s finest Greek
theologian, and teacher, all of Christendom
has lost a great champion of God’s truth.

We have asked Rev. Phillip Giessler, the executive
secretary of An American Translation of the Bible,
and a former student of Dr. Becker, to send us an arti-
cle on Dr. Becker. Pastor Giessler has been in regular
contact with Dr. Becker in recent months. Dr. Becker,
Dr. Robert Hoerber of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis,
and some other scholars have been working on a revi-
sion of the AAT, under Giessler’s direction. Dr.
Becker read through the AAT several times, at least
once aloud. Becker had almost completed his work
on the AAT at the time of his death. He did finish his
commentary on the book of Revelation which is now at
the publisher. We promised Dr. Becker we would
review it as soon as we received a copy. :

CN has published a good number of the mmwmwm of Dr.

Becker. Some of them are included in the Christian

Handbook on Vital Issues and The Christian News En-
cyclopedia. Titles of some of the essays are ““The State
of the Soul After Death,”’ *‘Observing the Proper Dis-
tinction Between Law and Gospel in the Preaching and
Teaching Ministry,”” ‘“‘A Look at Pentecostalism,”
“Existentialism - What Is It?”, “TEV - Shall We?"",
and “The Bearing of the Variant Readings on the In-
spiration and Inerrancy of the Holy Scripture.”

Dr. Becker’s grasp of the Greek New Testament was
almost incredible. We listened in awe as we heard him
comment on fine points of Greek grammar during a
meeting of scholars working on the AAT. We'll never
forget one four hour conference call when several of
us, including the late Dr. Martin Scharlemann, were
seeking to strengthen the AAT. We were thrilled that
these two great scholars, who had been in opposition
years before, could work so harmoniously together on
the AAT as they shared their insights.

Dr. Becker was not only a great scholar but a
Christian gentleman, husband and father, and; ac-
cording to the testimony of many students, one of
Lutheranism’s best teachers. He was a man of many
interests, including keeping bees and fishing. When he

. Walter Niewald,

Dr. and Mrs. Siegbert Becker

was asked to do some lecturing in Sweden in his later
years, he learned to speak in Swedish in order that he
would not have to work through an interpreter. This
fall he was scheduled to teach in Sweden.

The editor of Christian News particularly owes Dr.
Becker a debt of gratitude. We first met him some 25
years ago when together with Professor Kurt Mar-
quart, now a professor at Concordia Seminary, Ft.
Wayne, we visited him at The Lutheran Church-Mis-
souri Synod’s Concordia Teachers College in River
Forest, Illinois. We shared our concerns about the
teachings of various professors at Concordia Semin-
ary, St. Louis. Dr. Becker later agreed to serve as a
counselor along with Professor Marquart and Rev. H.
pastor of our neighboring sister con-
gregation, in our case with Concordia Seminary, St.
Louis. Dr. Becker came to St. Louis on three different
occasions for a series of hearings pertaining to the
case. There he heard for himself what some LCMS
seminary professors were teaching. There were very
few LCMS professors in 1959 who would have served
as a counselor in this case. The St. Louis seminary

Special Servant Called to Heaven

Continued from Page 1

Testament and the overall English Bible, a superb teacher of
dogmatics and exegesis, an extremely knowledgeable church
historian and gifted preacher. But topping all of these pre-
cious gifts was his ability to communicate those truths of
God's Word in a way that this writer has never seen in
another. Becker was masterful in the use of illustrations, in
giving examples from life and ministry, and in making com-
parisons with the modeérnsettings. His communicative techni-
ques, such as leaving the ends off of sentences, has kept many
a confirmation child awake and alert over the years. He made
systematics thrilling and exegesis breathtaking. To hear him
‘describe the term ‘‘justification,” the true way of conversion,
the error of synergism, or the Roman Catholic way of salva-
tion (the gratia donum superadditum ladder) was to sit in
awe, never to forget, and to desire to get out and teach others.
. Four Significant Contributions ]

The first of these contributions is that implied above. Dr.
Becker has trained an army that will carry the Gospel to the
next generation for her Savior.

For the past eleven years Dr. Becker was most active in

helping to stabilize the Confessional Lutheran Church (CLC)
in Sweden, along with his dear friend Docent Seth Erlandsson.
In 1977, as liaison between the WELS and the CLC, Becker
spent three months lecturing in Sweden and Norway and help-
ing to establish a seminary program in Uppsala. His plans to
assist in the translation of a new Swedish Bible was not
fulfilled and will fall to other servants of Christ.

A third contribution concerns all thé works Becker
published. He penned a Survey of the Old Testament while at
River Forest. More recently he wrote Wizards That Peep— A
Journey into the Occult as well as a ““must’’ reading for the
serious theologian, namely, The Foolishness of God — The
Place of Reason in the Theology of Martin Luthér. A work
that has long been needed in Lutheran circles will appear
around Christmas of this year. It is a commentary on Revela-
tion. (These latter three works can be obtained from North-
western Publishing House in Milwaukee.)

The Thorough Revision of the AAT

Dr. Becker’s final contribution concerns the efforts and
results of this his last year. As revision editor of The Holy Bi-
ble; An American Translation (AAT), this writer approached
Dr. Robert Hoerber to begin work on the New Testament por-

tion of the project. Hoerber of Concordia Seminary — St..

Louis asked me to ask Becker to join him in the initial evalua-
tions of the entire text. Becker agreed and together these two
Greek experts formed a duo that between them realized 75
years of Greek teaching experience on the college level. For
the past ten months both have combed the books, offering
many improvements to a Bible that already had potential
galore because of its original author’s goals and abilities.
(The AAT is affectionately known as the “Beck Bible”
because of its original translator, Dr. Wm. F. Beck.)
Becker, for example, read the entire New Testament
through three times as he examined the translation. He did
two things of significance. First he checked all passages used
in Luther's Catechism (as they were marked in the AAT text)
and he adjusted them for ease of memorization by children
{and of course on the basis of the Greek). The third time

. through Becker read the whole New Testament aloud to im-

prove its reading for pulpit and lectern usage. (In a subse-

quent issue of Christian News, we shall give you, the reader,"

an initial sample of some of Becker’s final work for your
spiritual nourishment and enjoyment.)

During some of his last days Dr. Becker struggled on the
(in spite of his discomforts) to finish Romans and
Satom ZIZHEIMN miving 1act halns alsa an a few points in

AAT BIBLE VERSIONS COMMITTEE

MEETS IN NEW HAVEN ,
Left to right: Kneeling: Phillip Giessler, Peter Prange, La
rry Marquardt, Rudolf Honsey, Reu Beck:- g Erichi:

" Kiehl, Horace Hummel, Robert Hoerber, and” Siegbert '

Becker. Missing, Raymond Surburg, and Herman Otten.

*“The longer we work at the revision of the AAT the more I
understand Luther’s comment that it was hard to make the
prophets speak German, and the more I realize what a monu-
mental plece of work Dr. Beck did. I only hope that our work
of revision will make a good translation better.”” Dr. Siegbert
Becker.

Hebrews and Galatians. What a team he and Hoerber made as
they compared each other’s work over the months and made
final recommendations! (The New Testament portion of the
AAT revision is now in the hands of eight final readers from
various seminaries and parishes of the ELS,
WELS. It should make its appearance as a separate entity
early in 1985 during the continuing 450th anniversary of.
Luther’s translation of the German Bible.)

The reader will stand in awe of Dr. Becker’s dedication and
way with words in the upcoming AAT revision. The truth of
his Savior’s work dances in Romans and the rest of the New
Testament. Becker also roughed out the tiny summaries of
each New Testament epistle which will appear as the initial"
footnotes in each book. .

We Remember

Those of us who studied under this great servant of our
Lord Jesus and loved his instruction all remember that his
eyes, thoughts, and words were ultimately always fixed on
heaven, the place where he would be with his Jesus forever.
And we remember the urgency in his voice and teaching to get
heaven’s message out and of arriving there personally our-
selves, just as he now has. :

Dr. Becker’s whole life and ministry said: “God
be glorified!”” And we say: Thank you Lord Jesus for sharing
Your message with us through Dr. Becker in such an im-
pressive and convincing way.

Daniel 12:3 tells us that those who lead many to the Chris-
tian faith will shine in glory as the stars in the sky. And today
another very bright star has joined the Kingdom of Glory.

“*WELS "and 'LCMS could “again

LC-MS, and °

THE CHRISTIAN NEWS
September 10, 1984 Page 22

faculty was not pleased with Dr. Becker for serving as
our counselor. The faculty and top officials of the
LCMS tried to give the impression that we were the
only one concerned about theological liberalism at
Concordia Seminary.

. Even before his participation in this case, Dr. Becker
had been concerned that various liberal LCMS profes-
sors were not being disciplined by officials. Dr.
Becker tried his best in a kindly way to get the leaders
of the LCMS to practice evangelical discipline. Dr.
Becker took a stand against the liberals and for God's
truth at a time when some other LCMS conservatives
were waiting to see whether conservatives had enough
support to defeat the liberals.

Dr. Becker was one of CN’s most faithful supporters
during the years he was still a member of the LCMS.
He was one of the few LCMS professors who regularly
helped CN not only with his writings but also finan-
cially. While some other conservative LCMS profes-
sors and officials hesitated to take a public stand’
against liberalism when the liberals were in control of
jthe Wogm, Dr. Becker took a courageous stand for the
truth.

_After several years of attempting to get LCMS offi-
cials to practice evangelical doctrinal discipline, Dr.

- Becker left the LCMS and joined the Wisconsin
Lutheran Evangelical Synod. His stand for the truth
was costly. He left a good position.

Dr. Becker thought that the time had come for con-
servatives within the LCMS to leave their church,
which was rapidly being taken over by the liberals,
regardless of the consequences. However, unlike some
other conservatives who left the LCMS, Dr. Becker
did not become bitter toward those of his friends who
remained within the LCMS in order to inform others
about the liberalism within the LCMS and who felt that
there still was a chance with God’s help to restore
orthodoxy and get the liberals removed from the
LCMS. - -

He did rejoice when eventually many of the profes-
sors he had warned LCMS officials about did leave the
LCMS. He was rightly concerned, however, that some
of the liberal professors were forced out of the LCMS
not on the basis of their liberal theology but because
they are supposed to have violated somé man made
regulations. He wrote us in 1977: “Believe me when I
say that we, or at least I, have no desire to remain sep-
arate from Missouri for one day longer than necess-
ary. But until the LCMS begins to operate with Scrip-
ture rather than by-laws, there is no hope for recon-
ciliation no matter how many moderates are.forced
out on constitutional grounds’” (‘‘Down With the ‘By-
rmiv Mentality’ "' Christian News Encyclopedia, p.
1710). -

Dr. Becker; hoped that the day.w. gy )

Sacker bepedhat e daoud s b o

‘regretted that unfortunately even within the LCMS
some conservatives have ‘‘bought the new fellowship
principles.”” He warned that a good statement on Holy
Scripture that is joined with an obvious reluctance to
practice doctrinal discipline is not sufficient. He noted
that political maneuvering to remove a few key
figures is not a substitute for doctrinal discipline. He
rejoiced that the LCMS had taken a turn to the right,
but added that it still had a long road to travel before it
could be considered a truly orthodox church body.

Some LCMS conservatives were disappointed that

. Dr. Becker did not accept an invitation to speak at a

« conference sponsored by an LCMS group. Dr. Becker
told us that he wanted to go very badly and said he
would have lectured if the program was not opened
-with a common devotion. He did not want to give his
good friends in the LCMS the impression that it is per-
missible to have altar, pulpit and prayer fellowship
with those who teach false doctrine. Too many conser-
vatives in the LCMS are quite willing to worship with
liberals in the LCMS and elsewhere who deny basic
truths of God’s word. Dr. Becker wanted us to know
this in the event we criticized the WELS for being
“‘standoffish’’ in the matter.

The next issues of CN will include an essay Dr. Becker
wrote on Heaven and Hell. Here is real Christian com-
fort for his family and all those who experience the loss
of a loved one. Sig Becker knew that he was a sinner and
never relied on his life or his great scholarship for eter-
‘nal salvation, His hope of heaven was based only upon
_the merits of Jesus Christ. Read his *‘Heaven and Hell”
in the next issues of CN,

Dr. Siegbert Becker giving a fishing lesson at Camp Tri-
nity, New Haven, Mo.
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viewed it as a technique in

population control.

, .
tion are encouraged to con-

sonal matter between the pa-

only when the mother's life is

t A

cians who are willing to risk

70 U sult with their ﬂgmm&wzm and tient and her physician and endangered. It also considers  their practices and their nm..ud.,

, “OQUR ABORTION laws "We do not think that. gpiritual counselors; This therefore should not be re- subsequent liberalizations of tations to vaoﬂB this proce-
are mad and medieval, al- abortion should be relied * ¢hurch upholds its pastors stricted by law," and to con-  the laws too conservative. dure.. . ."

1 though even in the Middle UPOR as a means of limiting . apq other responsible coun- . duct further study about

m.

Ages no congress of women
would have passed them."'

The speaker was the cam-
pus pastor at the University
of Tllinois, the Rev. Benjamin
Garrison, arguing on the
floor of the general confer-
ence of the United Methodist

"Church at St. Louis last

month. Garrison said, inci-
dentally, %wﬂ he had been

family size," says the Presby-
terian report to be considered -

at Chicago. ''Contraceptive
procedures are more desira-
ble for many and obvious rea-
sons.

“But when through misin- -

formation, miscalculation,
technical failure, or other
reasons, contraception fails

and an unwanted pregnancy -

is established, we do not

selors, and -persons who con-

scientiously  make: amoﬂmem

" about mcoao?: )

Thie Presbyterian report,

produced by the Umuwnﬁamﬁ,”
. of Church and Society, is-also -

included in a broader paper.
Titled "*Sexuality and the Hu-

. man Community;"* this report

discusses, in addition to abor-..

“tion, subjects like sex educa- -

what oObmﬁgﬁmm a viable fe-
tus.

THE meuOWH argues:

""Abortion of a-nonviable
fetus should be taken out of
the realm of the law altogeth-
er and be made a matter of

. the careful ethical decision of
7& woman, her physician and

her ﬁmmﬂou. or other oocbmm_-
or."

The report complains that
these positions leave the law
as the final arbiter of proper
medical practice, denies the

. mother the right not {o bear

an unwanted child and "'does
not allow for consideration of
the emotional, social or eco-
nomic welfare of other mem-
bers of the family into which
an unwanted child may be
born.. . .

No doubt the Iilinois cam-
pus pastor is right about the
wishes of a medieval con-
gress of women, if such a
gathering were thinkable in
the days before liberation of
either men and women.

But they probably would
not have made a social issue
of it. For the sexual permis-
siveness of our day, though

Ked £ b b dati h lit : S not unknown to the ladies in
asked to arrange four abor- iy it eith sionat: lon, dating, homosexuallty,  -Ngting that the Old Testa- "It does nothing to affect Balzac and Rabelais, had yet
Mwsa tions in one month. o%%:mm n%mbmmmﬂnmﬁwwwmzmzm contraception, courtship-and- ment does not equate feticide the problem of illegal abor-. "to win the '"respectability"
mouse Though the average helpbe withheld." - marriage, oop.:;maEu andrace  with homicide and disputing tions, a major socio-medical which even some of today's
‘etire~  ghokesman is more temper- The Luth Church in and sterilization. . the theory that the soul en- disease, which leaves an im- liberal church committees
ost of 5te, the tone of Garrison's .VBQ.MN MwBMMmm_u oEmMM ina It asks the general assem- -ters the fetus upon concep- portant moral and medical have given it. Consequently,
tothe talk on American criminal heral s it ? N paper Emn bly to declare "'that termina- ' tion, the report rejects as in- problem to be solved by crim- . their abortion statistics did
. abortion laws is harmonizing mMmewnmmwOm mmmo%mvocmﬁo. tion of pregnancy in the case sufficient the position that inals, quack practitionersand not approach the totals %
m the with an increasing number of .. nmzwa "Sex, Marriage of a nonviable fetus is a per- abortion should be permitted a handful or reputable physi- our day.
1y be sounds in Hmm—m_maﬁw and judi- . and Family" says: : _
reases cial hglls. : "In the consideration of in-
efirst . More religious groups, t00,  4,ceq abortion the key issue
wmm :.u.m:wm a umm< mnuo o W .wn s the status of the unborn fe-
a oEMb. aws, m% us s ﬂs- tus. Since the fetus is the or-
nbla- 18 b me.ocu. S I € oanic beginning of human
olitics Catholic-Protestant ecu- life, the termination of its.
ts are LonBmL : -, gw<£ov8mun is .always a se-
asein . ROMAN CATHOLIC opin-  rigys matter. Nevertheless, a
bene-  1on remains opposed to any  qyalitative distinction must
ooty broposals that would make  po made between its claims
2right abortions easier to obtain. , ,p4 the rights of a responsi-
agress - Hum%n hold with .Hmnw%:wn ble person made in God's im-
and St. Gregory of Nyssa ... whg is in living relation- -
n pro- that mammson.cm Em soul and ships with God and other’
living = creation of life with concep- - human beines. The under-
g tion are simultaneous, and . gs. f :
uldbe 45t destriction of a soul is mﬁmﬂwﬁm of mmm@osm&wm vmmw
cceed- sonhood is congruent with
easure murder. — the historical Lutheran teach-
et conoman, Cetoles In Wle - ing ana pracice wherehy
tothe active against moves to liber- MWWQ miam persons are bap-
uncer- alize abortion since the re- .
. cent decision by three federal ON THE BASIS of the
e the Judges that declared uncon- m<mm_mm~%& mﬂ%m_mw. ammewmw_moﬁmw
ics. To stitutional a part of the ME@ e ww S hort nm A
ics. state’s law. The ruling, in ef- DIY t0 seek an abor o he
repre- _ fect, permitted abortion dur- est consideration should be

, ironi- ing the first four months of given to the life and total
eople's  pregnancy, or during the pe- health of the mother, her re-
riod in which the fetus ig Sponsibilities to others in her
t with “quickened." family, H.Ew m"wmm of m%éov.
with- . .- . ment of the fetus, the eco-
ut nev- Shortly after Garrison's o0 o0 psychological sta-
e talk, the United Methodists put
* living adopted a resolution urging bility of the home, the laws
H@.ﬁﬁ@n@ states 1o remave .ﬁvnzzigaj of the NWQQ mﬂ&.ﬁwwm OOSman
of abortion from the crimimal ~ 33" orsvciety asa
3 e it **under reg- )
benefi- 00 A e e ther prs. | "Persons considering abor-
that an cedures 6f standard medical o
retired  ractice,” and to make abor-
iCrease  tjon available only upon re- ]
ndo — quest of the person “most di- .MI A
rectly concerned.'” .
1an the  IN BOLD VENTURES into
d be to the .Bomﬁ controversial E.E .
: emotionally packed ‘'social
mainly  ooriont area that religious
lentless  podies have dared to enter
esenta-  gince World War 11, two oth-
L,notto er denominations will soon
iding to  air abortion arguments. They
‘restor- are the United Presbyterian
Church in the U.S.A., meet-
ing this week and bmﬁ mﬂ.
Chicago, and the Lutheran
s Church in America, meeting
e next month in Minneapolis.
Both - denominations will be |
.einre. asked to approve liberaliza- |
i £ the tion of abortion laws. . ‘
w_ ° dan- Roman Catholicism recent- -
y 1y counted an unusual ally in
Ir CraWw.  jts fight against abortion. He
against Was the Rev. Siegbert W. |
1t in the = Becker, a Wisconsin Evangel-
S “jcal Lutheran Synod profes- :
o sor at the denomination's |
en H.oow " seminary in Mequon. "
g might In an article in the Jan. 4 |
he area  Northwestern Lutheran, '|
opinion  Becker quoted not St. Augus- |
some of * tine, not Tertullian, not St.
‘hedules  Gregory, but the New Testa-
) ment. :
be pro- . He cited the Oomvmﬂ.o.m :
us com- Luke, which tells of the visit A,
ic about of Mary, mother-to-be of Je- |

sus, to her cousin, Elizabeth, !
to whom would be born John
the Baptist. Luke's account !
says that when Elizabeth
heard the voice of Mary ''the

" babe leaped in her womb." "

|
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Becker continued, "The ! v
WM%_N..M- evangelist then goes on to |
Y . tell us that Elizabeth, speak- ‘!
Ap 1S AR jno ynder the influence of the
author- Holy Ghost, said, "As soonas 1 . e
the voice of thy salutation . :
than a sounded in mine ears, the
nied be- ,omwm leaped in my womb for
i . Joy! -
_wm wmm%m “'Elizabeth spoke these
al Plan- words several ‘months prior
to the birth of John," Becker’
wrote. "'Yet her words clear- ’
mber of ly speak of John as a real °
ardship = person, who rejoiced over the
coming birth of the Son of .
an offi God. .

Becker contended that this
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