siegbert W, Becker was born October 28, 1914 on a farm outside St Paul, Minnesota, He
was the third child of Jacob and Louise Becker, He attended Concordia, St. Paul, for his high
school and college vears. He then attended Concordia Seminary in 5t Louis. In 1937 he went io
the University of Minnesota for his M. A, in Greek and Latin. One year later he graduated from
Concordia Seminary.

FPollowing his seminary graduation, he did not receive an assignment; however, Pastor

met the senior pastor’s danghter, Helen Bertram. They were soon eng

(_a'@

¥

ess than a year after arriving in Fort Dodge, Becker received and accepted the call to serve 2
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small congregation in Ireton, lowa. He and Helen joined in matvimony soon after. Four years

later he tool the call to a Sac City, Iowa congregation where he labored for another four years.

In 1947 Concordia Teachers College ~- River Forest, [llinois extended Becker a call to teach in
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on depariment. He declined this call, but Concordia -- River Forest issued it to him a

second time, and this time he accepted.

stinued to pre:
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During his vears of teaching at River Forest, Prof. Becker ¢
congregations, He also attended the University of Chicago to work toward a doctorate, But
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since he was not given freedom to speak and write on his scriptural beliefs, he transferred to

Northern Baptist Theological Semsinary., There he earned his doctorate in theology in 1957,
While at River Forest, Becker grew frustrated over the creeping liberalism among soms
professors, leaders, and pastors within the LCMS. He strongly spoke out against their use of the

negative and historical criticism approach to the interpretation of scripture. By the early 60s Dr.

Becker reached his boiling point of dissatisfaction and could not see any momentum for



correcting the doctrinal difficulties even if he remained in the LCMS to oppose the false
teachings. At last he left the Missouri Synod when he accepted a call to instruct at WELS'
Milwaukee Lutheran Teachers College in 1963, Then in 1969 he joined the Wew Testament and
systematic theology departments at Wisconsin Lotheran Seminary, He served there until his
retirement in June of 1984,

From 1973 Siegbert Becker actively involved himself with the Confessional Lutheran
Chureh (CLC) in Sweden upon their vequest. For eleven vears he continued to aid them in their
fight for orthodoxy and establisment. In 1977 be served on the WELS Board for World Missions
as liason between the WELS and CLC of Sweden, lectured throughout Sweden and Morway, and
helped set up a seminary program in Uppsala,

In addition to his numerous essays and articles, Dr. Becker wrote several longer printed

works, While at River Fovest he wrote A Survey of the Old Testament. He lat e The

Scriptures -- Inspired of God, The Holy Spivit and His Work, Wizards That Peep, The
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Foolishness of God, and the Swedish book Skriften och Salighten. He also composed a

commentary on Revelation which was published after his death,
He served as a meraber of the Commission on Inter-Church Relations and as a member of the
Revision Conmnittee of An American Translation (William F. Becl's version of the bible).

In 1984 Dy. Siegbert W. Becker (affectionately known among those close 1o him as "Sig”
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painfully fought against his cancer. A few months following his retivement in June of 1984, Sig

was called to his heavenly home.

Be with us, Lord, throughout our life,
Through wind and war, through storm and strife;
And when at last our course is run,

O let us hear Thy praise: "Well done!
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- Siegbert W, Becker



The following is an interview with Mrs. Helen Becker. The interview took
place on May 13, 1993 at Mrs. Becker's home in Mequon. Tadd Feliers,
WLS senior at the time, asked the questions. Questioning begins with the
time Helen Becker (nee Bertram) first met Siegbert Becker following his
graduation from Concordia Seminary - St. Louis.

SIDE A

Tadd. 1just have a series of questions on three little sheets. Siegbert Becker graduated
from Concordia Seminary in St. Louis in 1938. He served less then a year in Fort Dodge.
Mrs. Becker That was not really a permanent call, you know, that was just kind of an
interim thing. It was where they had what they call the "candidate fund" that they used for
that. At that time they did not have calls for all the pastors.

Tadd. So was he working somewhere else when they asked him?

Mrs. Becker No, he had just graduated, this was right after that in the summer time.,
Tadd. So that was your father that contacted him?

Mrs. Becker Yes and through my brother who was his geod friend in school.

Tadd. So that is how he heard about it. Now, was it actually a call or did he just ask
him if he wanted to help out?

Mrs. Becker No, that was---I think there is something in one of those things about that
too. -

Tadd. The little article things?

Mrs. Becker No, in that folder. [Referring to file folder containing articles and
momentoes which had belonged to Dr. Becker]. 1 think there is something about that. It
was, what they called the candidate fund. I just remembered and it was like he got $60 a
month and just to kind of help out, you know, to make mission calls or evangelism calls.
Tadd. Was he provided with housing?

Mrs. Beckei He had to pay room and board.

Tadd. Out of this fund?

Mrs. Becker Yes, he housed at one of the members. Room and board was $30, so he
had $30 a month to spend.

Tadd. What about the first time you met him?

Mrs. Becker The first time [ met him? I guess, actually when he came---since he was
in our house naturally, and that is how I met him. It was later on before he asked me to
go out.

Tadd. Now, you told me before what had happened with that. I was wondering if you
could tell me that, how you first started going out.

Mrs. Becker Well, actually, I was going with another student that had graduated. My
sister, who is just a year and a half older then I am, went out with him. I don't even
remember if we went out a couple of times or whatever, and then one day he just called
and asked me for a tennis date. That was really our first date. He took me to play tennis
and then it was after that we . . .

Tadd. So you were dating other people?



Mrs. Becker Well actually, see, I had just gotten home too. T had graduated from
Bethany College so I had kind of been going with a fellow from there too. Yeah, I guess
[ did; not a whole lot of dates. I had gone out with a few other fellows.

Tadd. What year did you graduate from Bethany?

Mrs. Becker '38

Tadd. So you just started going out and it went on from there.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, we were engaged by Christmas. This was about in September, [
think, when we first started going out, Well no, I think it was August.

Tadd. Well, short.

Mrs. Becker 1t was short.

Tadd. I guess when you know you know. Right?

Mrs. Becker Well, yeah, it took me a little while to say yes at first.

Tadd. You weren't overwhelmed on that first tennis date?

Mrs. Becker No, 1 don't think so.

Tadd. When he served in Fort Dodge, that was just less then a year, then he got a call.
Mrs. Becker Yes, then he had a call to Ireton, Iowa, and then when he had that call to
Ireton, he also had another call. But then he took the one to Ireton, because that is the
call he had gotten first.

Tadd. Right, OK. Isee. So when he was working, he was in Ireton how long?

Mrs. Becker Four years.

Tadd. Four years, O.K. What I have [written] here is four years in Sac City [Towa].
Mrs. Becker Yeah, and four years in Sac City too.

Tadd. Sure. As a pastor, what was his major emphasis? Now, usually pastors have a
major thing, things that they specialize in. A pastor might specialize in evangelism;
another pastor might be of the counseling type. Did he have any type of emphasis in his
work?

Mrs. Becker 1 don't remember that he really did.

Tadd. Iust out there to do the Lord's work, right?

Mrs. Becker Yeah, right, and it was a small congregation so that there wasn't a whole
lot of things to do. Well you know how it is in a smaller congregation. But it was a
country congregation, so whenever he had to make calls, or sick calls, it was maybe
going forty miles one direction or twenty miles another direction to another town, to a
hospital, and so on and so forth. No, I can't recall that he had anything in particular, but
he read a lot and he studied a lot and that was probably a good thing. I mean, that he was
inclined to do that, because you know if you have time on your hands, that's not good
either.

Tadd. Yeah, and just the things he's written show his love for the word.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, he did a lot of study time.

Tadd. How large were the congregations there, the one your dad was pastor of?

Mrs. Becker That was a larger congregation. T don't even remember how big that was,
but I suppose at least a thousand members.

Tadd. That's a good size. And Ireton was what?

Mrs. Becker Ireton was probably a hundred seventy-five to two hundred. It was
smaller.

Tadd. For me that is a comfortable size.



Mrs. Becker Yeah, I don't actually remember, and Sac City too was---that was a
smaller place too but it grew a lot. I don't even remember how many members there
were by the time we left, but he made a lot of mission calls there. I mean, there were
many more prospects than mission work.
Tadd. So in Sax City there was more emphasis on . . .7
Mrs. Becker Missions, yes.
Tadd. Evangelizing.
Mrs. Becker Yeah. But in Ireton, that was a staid community where either they were
Lutherans or Dutch Reformed or . . . .
Tadd. Everybody already had their church.
Mrs. Becker Yeah, more or less.
Tadd. Well, that is quite a little switch there from Ireton to Sac City, from having an
established congregation that was in a city where people had their own congregation
opposed to an area where you can do outreach.
Mrs. Becker Yeah, that's right.
Tadd. Did you ever help him in outreach?
Mrs. Becker No.
Tadd. Let him go out there and do his work.
Mrs. Becker Yeah. I mean, things are so different now. I mean, you can't compare
things today with the way it was fifty-five years ago.
Tadd. What kind of differences do you see?
Mrs. Becker Well, I don't know. As far as pastors wives are concerned?
Tadd. Sure.
Mrs. Becker 1just think---in my day no pastor's wife did ever work, [ don't think. Your
Job was to stay home, to take care of your husband, and to take care of your children, and
that's about the way it was, and attend the meetings. You were supposed to show your
face every place, but I think now-a-days often the younger wives---well, maybe it is
because most of them work, then they can't be so active in the congregation. Sometimes
1 think it's a shame, too. But that has all changed so definitely that it is hard to compare.
It is just like my children now, with the way they are and how things are for them and
how it was for us at that stage. It is just altogether different.
Tadd, Yeah, no matter what kind of life, your paces will be different,
Mrs. Becker Yeah, so it's really different. But no, I didn't play the piano so I couldn't
help much. Just was a house-wife, [ guess, and a homemaker and a mother.
Tadd. That's neat. So then after Sac City, in 1947, he got the call to Concordia college
mn River Forest, IL. What was his reaction when he first got that call?
Tadd. | think I maybe mentioned this last time, too. He returned it the first time, and
then when he got it again---there too I just don't remember if it came back right away---
then I think it did. 1 think he just thought, "Well, maybe this is where I really should be."
So then he accepted the call.
Tadd. Like you said, he was the scholarly type. Since he liked to read a lot, he seemed
pretty well suited to teach and . . .

rs. Becker Yes, he enjoyed teaching. He enjoyed preaching though, too. Of course,
he was able to do that too when we were in River Forest, because there were four
different congregations that had him preach once a month. And that was always German



and English too, which we were a little surprised about because he hadn't really preached
German when we were in lowa at all. Yeah, there were some of those congregations in
Chicago that . . .

Tadd. He spoke fluent German?

Mrs. Becker Well, yeah. Well, I don't know if you could say fluent. When he first had
to start preaching in German he---no, he really had to work on it. T mean, he'd write out
his sermons in English and then he'd translate them into German. Finally it got to the
point---I mean, he'd have to write them in German, too---but then finally it got to the
point where he could write them in English. Then when he would memorize it, he could
memorize it in German from the English.

Tadd. Things have changed a lot now, too. How many of us [seminary graduates] are
going to be able to do that once we get out there? 1 don't know if you mentioned that
before, that he did some preaching out around River Forest.

Mrs. Becker Maybe I didn't. But he did it every Sunday. He had these four different
congregations in Chicago that he preached in. It was usually at least two services.
Sometimes, some of them even had three: like two English and one German.

Tadd. Were they vacancies?

Mrs. Becker No, no. It was just that they were big congregations and the pastors
needed help.

Tadd. From what [ hear, he was an excellent preacher and teacher, so I'm sure they
probably appreciated hearing him preach.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, we meet many friends that way too.

Tadd. That's true. You get to know four different congregations.

Mrs. Becker Except---well, T shouldn't say that 7 did so much, because by that time we
had children. And with the German and English there was no way that we would all go
to church and sit through two services, one of which nobody would understand. So that--
-our kids, our children went to the Sunday school where we went to church in Oak Park.
So he was really never ever there for helping with the children at church. You know, you
sing sometimes---professors or whatever, they can be in church on Sundays, but he . . .
Tadd. ... was always busy.

Mrs. Becker Tt was hard enough to have the Sunday off when one of the children was
confirmed, or something like that, or baptized .

Tadd. How do you feel about being really busy like that? Did he like to be busy all the
time?

Nirs. Becker Oh yeah, I think so. Talways said hie made really good use of his time. If
we would go out, [or if] we were going to go out sometime, even at the seminary, and
somebody was going to pick us up, and there would be just maybe ten minutes before
they would come pick us up, he could sit down at his desk and work on something. You
know, to me---I've got to have bigger blocks of time to concentrate on stuff, but I think he
made pretty good use of his time.

Tadd. Sounds like it. He attended the University of Chicago while at River
Forest?

Mrs. Becker Yes, that's when he got his doctor's degree.



Tadd. OK. In the records I looked at, it said that he switched to the Northern Baptist
Theological Seminary. Why was there that switch from the University of Chicago to . . .
9

Mrs. Becker Well, because there was one professor at the University of Chicago that
Jjust---well, that said he would receive his doctor's degree over his dead body because of
what he [Becker] thought, [that is], what he believed and everything. So he just figured
he'd---it would be just about impossible to continue there so . . .

Tadd. So, how many years did he go to the University of Chicago? Was it just one year
or..."7

Mrs. Becker 1 don't know.

Tadd. It's hard to remember, I suppose. There is a way to check up on that, T guess.
Mrs. Becker Yeah, I don't really know. That is really kind of strange, but those things
---it just happens and you don't pay much attention. Then, when you get older, then you
can't remember.

Tadd But he did graduate from Northern Baptist Theological Seminary.

Mrs. Becker Oh yeah, and [ think there is a program in there too, somewhere [in the
file folder].

Tadd. Oh, yeah. [It says] in 1957 he graduated. So he didn't have any problems with
any professors there?

Mrs. Becker No. I mean, he could when he'd write papers and so forth. He could put
down what his beliefs were.

Tadd. [Conceming] the University of Chicago, you talked about that one professor.
Was it just that one?

Mrs. Becker 1 think it was one mostly, and I think he was the dean. He was one of the
heads really.

Tadd. Sure. Had some clout. That's frustrating, [ suppose, when you have to put down
what that professor wants and you know it's not God's word.

" Mrs. Becker And he would never do that.

Tadd. So then he got his doctorate from there?

Mrs. Becker Yes, his doctorate of theology.

Tadd. I have a question here about his character. What kind of student was he?

Mrs. Becker Youmean when he was younger? I didn't know him, I didn't know him
until he was through school. Well, 1 think he was very diligent, or whatever you want to
say.

Tadd. 1 wasn't sure if I should ask that or not because you had said that he liked to study
and was very scholarly. That is how people of my generation remember him, as a very
intelligent man.

Mrs. Becker Well, he had a good memory. He was blessed with a very good memory.
Sometimes when the children were younger, after our devotion in the evening, he would
give the Bible to one or the other and say, "Well, just open the Bible any place and read
out of it." And he could tell them just about where on the page this was.

Tadd. Yeah, we've heard that story. All through the years you hear that and I just
wanted to make sure I got the story straight about that. Did he have the New Testament
memorized or just knew where it was on that particular Bible?



Mrs. Becker Oh, he just knew a lot of it, too. [ think even in the Qld Testament he
could do a lot of that. He had his Bible re-bound several times.

Tadd. That's a good sign.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, better than to buy a different one and start all over.

Tadd. That's right. You would have to transfer all your notes.

Now I'm going to bring up kind of a tough subject to discuss. It is the struggle you had
with the Missouri Synod in switching from Missouri to Wisconsin Synod. When did you
first sense that there were problems in the Missouri Synod?

Mrs. Becker 1 think that was pretty soon, even after we came. [ mean, [there were]
little things that went on. What year that actually was, I don't really know.

Tadd. You'd mentioned that your dad was . . .

Mrs. Becker Yeah, even my father, who you know--~which was in, oh it must have
been in the early forties---was very concerned already. So that is when things kind of
started. But then, you know of course, it got gradually worse, till it was to the point you
couldn't tolerate it anymore.

Tadd. 1 remember reading articles of---I have one right here in front of me that he wrote
for Christian News. He has a statement here. He says, "However my own experience at
River Forest would indicate this is not the case." He was saying that people were
teaching heretical things at Concordia and they were saying "no." And he says, "At least
one similar paper was read at a meeting of the religion department while I was at River
Forest, and this paper, it was said for example, is that it is no longer a question of
whether the Bible makes a mistake or not, but what we should do with the mistakes the
Bible does make." I think that was Dr. Scharlemann that wrote that paper?

Mrs. Becker Yeah, well, there was a conference paper, but he was not a professor at
River Forest, Dr. Scharlemann; he was professor at St. Louis.

Tadd. OK.

Mrs. Becker . .. But, yeah, there were professors at River Forest that were certainly not
teaching what they were supposed to be teaching,.

Tadd. ] heard Dr. Scharlemann wrote a paper for the Northern Illinois district of '59
about . . .

Mrs. Becker Yeah, that's when things started getting really bad, but there were
professors that didn't---well, I think, the students used to come to my husband and say---
He would teach some things, and they'd say, "Well, this isn't what we heard in another
professor’s class. He said, 'So-and-so." This was like teaching your children to say,
“Jesus loves me this I know, because the Bible tells me so," you know---they doubted
whether the Bible really told them so. So that was really confusing for students.

Tadd. Yeah, that's a good illustration. So one professor says one thing and another says
another [thing].

Mrs. Becker Yeah, and that was really hard on some of the students, you know, the
ones that were really concerned about this, and [it] just got them really mixed up.

Tadd. So he came back with a lot of stories---Professor Becker came back with a lot of
stories I suppose from . . .

Mrs. Becker .. . from what happened in the classroom? Yeah, ohyeah ... wish1
could remember them, but I don't.

Tadd. He wrote a lot of that down, too.




Mrs. Becker Yeah, I think some of that stuff is in that "Why I Left the Missouri Synod"
[article] in the Christian News.

Tadd. That is a half inch thick or so.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, because that ran for quite a few weeks

Tadd. Good, interesting reading too, that's . . .

Mrs. Becker 1 should pull it out once again, too. I haven't read that for a long time. 1
seem to forget some of it, too.

Tadd. 1 didn't find this out myself, but somebody in my class told me that he wrote for
the Lutheran Church of the Reformation. Unless they reprinted some of his articles, I
don't know. Ihadn't found that out in my own studies, though.

Mrs. Becker Idon't think so.

Tadd. That's why I thought I'd ask you.

Mrs. Becker For the Lutheran Church of the Reformation?

Tadd. Yeah.

Mrs. Becker That's that little group that left too.

Tadd. Right, and somebody said that he thought that he wrote a few articles for them.
Mrs. Becker Unless he-—that could be, but I sure don't remember.

Tadd. Like I said, they may have just reprinted some of the things he wrote, too. I guess
I can't ask, "Whatever became of that?" because . . .

Mrs. Becker I don't remember that, but it sure is possible. I suppose there were some
articles in there. -

Tadd. What were your feelings during this whole controversy with the Missouri Synod?
How did you personally feel about all this?

Mrs. Becker Well, 1 just---I just know that I would de what he would do. I mean, I
don't think there was any question ever of not going along in leaving the Missouri Synod.
Besides, 1 think I probably didn't get into it that much because [ was pretty busy raising
five children. And they were---you know, it was during all these years and everything,
so that, I guess, is where my main, . . . what do you want to call it? . . . well, what [ was
busy with, really.

Tadd. 'm sure you just trusted his judgment on things too.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, sure. And it got to the point where it was just taking so much of his
time, valuable time too. So you just knew you couldn't keep on with this and neglect
your work that you really were supposed to be doing.

Tadd. He never really approached the WELS, then, to switch over. He had received a
callto. ..

Mrs. Becker Bethany.

Tadd. Oh, it was Bethany?

Mrs. Becker He had received a call to Bethany once, too.

Tadd. Oh, I didn't know about that.

Mrs. Becker That was before he got the call to . . .

Tadd. Wisconsin Lutheran Teachers College. So he declined the Bethany call?

Mrs. Becker Yeah, because, I think,---see, there now too I have kind of forgotten
exactly why, but I think there were still things just hanging in the air yet that he felt he
had to take care of.




Tadd. Yeah, it says in "Why I Left the Missouri Synod" that he held on, hoping that he
could change things by his presence there. But he realized that wasn't going to happen.
Then he got the call to Wisconsin Lutheran Teacher's College.

Mrs. Becker Milwaukee Lutheran Teacher's College is what it was called.

Tadd. OK., yeah.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, at that time.

Tadd. Milwaukee Lutheran Teacher's College in 1963. When he got that call, what was
his response?

Mrs. Becker Well, he knew he couldn't work at Rlver Forest anyway anymore, the way
he wanted to, the way he should.

Tadd. So it was almost right away he felt, "Yes, I should take this"?

Mrs. Becker Yeah, I think so.

Tadd. That's a tough decision to make.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, after you've been in the Missouri Synod all your life. But your
conscience has to dictate some things, too.

Tadd. What do you think was the toughest thing about the switch?

Mrs. Becker 1 don't know really. It was a---everybody was so nice to us in the
Wisconsin Synod when we came here to Milwaukee. 1 can't say we ever regretted or felt
really blue about it, or whatever. It just seemed it worked fine.

Tadd. So the toughest thing was the family?

Mrs. Becker Oh yeah, the family. But then we never lived in the same town with any
of them.

Tadd. The tough thing is when you're visiting them, I suppose.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, but I know some of them---this brother of mine, who was my
husband's classmate, understands and he was really conservative but he never did leave
the Missouri Synod. But some of them were more liberal. But it was done and that's it.
You didn't really talk about it too much.

Tadd. What would you say the best thing is?

Mrs. Becker Well, peace of mind. [You mean] to be in the Wisconsin Synod?

Tadd. Yeah.

Mrs. Becker Just hopefully i stays straight, and that's one thing you always have to
pray for every night.

Tadd. You can't expect it to remain orthodox just because---

Mrs. Becker Well, sure. And see, my son, . . . my oldest son, . . . our oldest son left the
- Missouri Synod the year before we did, already.

Tadd. Oh, I didn't know that.

Mrs. Becker Yes. See, he had gone to Concordia St. Paul for two years and then my
husband went to the convention that year. He came home with a pile of stuff you come
with from conventions and we went off on vacation and he stayed home to work. When
we got back, he had enrolled in Northwestern.

Tadd. [That's] kind of a shock coming back from vacation.

Mrs. Becker Well, he was talking about it, you know, before . . .

Tadd. So it was not out of the blue.

Mrs. Becker No, and my husband really didn't want him to go to St. Louis either.
Tadd. After what he had seen there?



Mrs. Becker Well, and what was going on. But he told him, too, "Don't expect that
everything is going to be just perfect in the Wisconsin Synod either." You're never going
to find a church that is just perfect. You know that when you make the switch, too, that
there are going to be things---at least as long as the doctrine is right."

Tadd. Yeah, and like you said, they are still make up of sinners.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, right. He warned him about that. He said, "Just remember that."
Unfortunately, he did not become a pastor, but he did graduate from Northwestern. He
and Dan Deutschlander, they were the ones who came from St. Paul together. Then
when he graduated from there he just didn't think he was cut out to be a pastor and he
didn't think he was really cut out to be a teacher and he really didn't know what he was
cut out to be. But he ended up taking a law test and he passed that. So he went to law
school. He was always a little bit---he felt like maybe some of the grades he got was
because of who his father was. "So if [ really get good grades in law school, maybe I'l
still go the seminary." And he did get good grades at law school. I think he was almost
at the top of his class, but he just never did {become a pastor], which I think is all right.
We need good lay people, and he is not a very outgoing person. I'm not sure; he could
have been a good preacher, but I'm not so sure he would have been so good with meeting
people.

Tadd. Everybody has their own gifts and abilities.

Mrs. Becker So he is one of the assistant attorney generals of the state of Wisconsin
now. '

Tadd. Not too shabby.

Mrs. Becker No. He keeps the prisoners in jail when they are trying to get them out.
Tadd. He is one of the assistants?

Mrs. Becker Yeah, he is one of the assistants. There are about sixty to seventy.

Tadd. And a Christian assistant, too. In 1969 he [Siegbert Becker] took the call the
WLS. What was his reaction to that then?

Mrs. Becker Well, see, the college was going to be closing anyhow, and he had gotten
that earlier, though. He had gotten the call at the time that---I think it was just three years
after we had been at Milwaukee Lutheran Teacher's College. I think they had sent him
the call to the seminary, [but] Milwaukee Lutheran Teacher's College was just getting off
the ground, they had finally gotten these three called professors, and he didn't feel like he
could just leave then. So then he returned the call, but he got it a few years later. That's
when, I think it was the next year, that they closed the college.

Tadd. Was that the only call he had or did he have a couple of them? For the seminary,
you said---

Mrs. Becker Yeah, he had the one earlier, but then that was it. And then the one he
accepted 1n sixty-nine.

Tadd. So for yourself, when you went to the seminary---1 suppose you were used to it
when he was teaching at Concordia as far as a professor's wife. I was wondering how
was life different for you being a professor's wife compared to being a pastor's wife?
Mrs. Becker Yeah, it's different, but I had been so used to it from River Forest already.
I think they both have their advantages. Suited me fine. I guess I never really had any
problems when we'd move. It didn't bother me particularly. I mean, having been raised
1n a pastor's family I think you know that you're not going to be just staying in one place



all your life. So you're kind of used to being uprooted and starting over. And to me, I'd
say I enjoyed all the places we were, really,

Tadd. How is it different as a professor's wife?

Mrs. Becker How is it different? Well, you don't have a congregation, I suppose. [ You
don't have] everybody looking at you and seeing what your doing, so on and so forth. But
one thing that is different is you don't have all the telephone calls and people coming to
the house and things like that.

Tadd. Unless students have a paper late.

Mrs. Becker Well see, yeah, but when my husband taught at the seminary we didn't
have many students coming to the house either because he didn't teach preaching. I guess
when you have that you go to the profs' houses and stuff like that. So that part . . .

Tadd. One thing, I'm just guessing what it would be like as a professor's wife, but I
suppose, one nice thing also is having the other wives around there too.

Mrs. Becker Well, for living, yes that was nice, although people think you see each
other every day and it's not really true. You can live on the campus there and not see
some of the people either for weeks on end as far as that's concerned.

Tadd. Especially now with more wives working like you said.

Mrs. Becker Sure,

Tadd. Let's switch over to something that you can probably relate to more, having gone
with Professor Becker to Sweden, and that is his dealngs with Sweden. That was from
seventy-three until eighty-four that he was involved with the church there, the
Confessional Lutheran Church of Sweden. How did he get involved with that?

Mrs. Becker Oh, well, that happened this way: that one of the pastor's wives over in
Sweden wrote him a letter and said that they had been reading Christian News. They had
read these articles on why he had left the Missouri Synod, and she said, "That is so
similar to our problems over here because the state church is going so."

Tadd. Who said that?

Mrs. Becker One of the pastor's wives in Sweden.

Tadd. Is that Per---?

Mrs. Becker Per Jonsson's wife. So then she asked for permission to translate those
articles into Swedish and to publish them in some of their papers. So he did, of course,
and she also asked for some conference papers and things like that, He sent them
different things and I think some of Professor Schuetze's conference papers and what not
all. And then they had this board or Biblicum, which is a research center, and that board
wrote to my husband and asked him to come and lecture that one summer. Then the
whole up-shot of that was that he didn't really want to go, but he thought somebody
should go. Then the mission board asked him to go for the five weeks.

Tadd. So he was kind of reluctant at first.

Mrs. Becker Yeah. Right, because he was teaching summer school and then he wanted
to take two weeks vacation [and go] fishing because he enjoyed fishing. But then they
asked him to go, so then, of course, he did go. And he took me along, so---which I was
really happy about because that way I got to meet a lot of these people right away too and
get to know what the situation really is.

Tadd. When did he head over there? Do you remember the time for that? In seventy-
seven?
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Mrs. Becker Yeah, that was---no. When did we first start? It was in seventy-three.
Tadd. That's when he first got involved with it?

Mrs. Becker [ think that is the first time we went over there. And that was for five
weeks. He just lectured all over, from one end to the other. And, of course, they had to
say he couldn't---because we weren't in fellowship with them or anything. He was just
telling them what the Wisconsin Synod teaches and so-on and so-forth. Then what
happened even towards the end of that [was that] there were a few families that got
together in a home and started having services. It finally developed from there. Then he
was over there almost every year after that because the synod always sent him over for
their conventions and to just keep in contact with them.

Tadd. That's quite an honor for them to ask Aim in particular.

Mrs. Becker Well, I think it was because of the having gone through kind of the same
situation they were going through.

Tadd. What about the language bairier?

Mrs. Becker Well, he had taken part of a Berlitz course in Swedish before we went that
first time. But most of the Swedish he really kind of learned by himself because he
started reading all their church papers and things that they were writing. So he had to
know what they were saying to know if they were in fellowship, I mean if they were
believing the same things as we were. That's how he really learned that.

Tadd. How long did it take him to get it down?

Mrs. Becker 1don't know. It just seemed like---he could read and understand that quite
easily.

Tadd. What about you?

Mrs. Becker A lot of people speak English so that's no problem.

Tadd. That helped you.

Mrs. Becker Yeah---no, there are a lot---well, over in Sweden they have to. I think
they start taking English in school, in third or fourth grade. It's not like---some of the
older people didn't do that, of course. But then when he was lecturing someone always
had to translate for him.

Tadd. Did you pick up a little bit of it?

Mrs. Becker Oh yeah, you do. And with some of the stores in town you can tell what
they are .. ..

Tadd. [If] you need something, you learn.

Mrs. Becker Oh yeah.

Tadd. Did you ever have any difficulty because of the language?

Mrs. Becker Not really at all. One little store I remember we went into---I don't even
remember what the item was anymore---but this clerk just couldn't understand, and my
husband couldn't make her understand. But it was nothing very important.

Tadd. Just talking af each other.

Mrs. Becker So there was never really any problem. The people were really friendly
and nice and we got to know some of them quite well and still have contact with them.
Fadd. [ imagine a lot of theological words might have been kind of difficult for him to
understand.

Mrs. Becker Well yeah, but Swedish is a little like German, too. I mean, if you know
German, things are kind of the same.
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Tadd. Even just looking at Swedish.

Mrs. Becker And Norwegian, too, is quite similar to that.

Tadd. You learned Norwegian?

Mrs. Becker No. Ithink most of those Swedish people could speak Norwegian. It's
one or the other.

Tadd. You had mentioned that you were good friends with some of the people. [Do]
you still keep in contact with them?

Mrs. Becker Yeah, with the Pettersen family. I think you said you had met . . .

Tadd. Yes, the one daughter.

Mrs. Becker Sofie, yes. Four of their daughters have been over here to go to school,
two to New Ulm and then two had gone to Lakeside Lutheran High School. This last
year Sofie was here at Wisconsin Lutheran College, and a couple years ago her other
sister just came for a semester to go to Wisconsin Lutheran College together with another
girl from over there. Yeah, there have been quite a few. Several have been here to Kettle
Moraine Lutheran High School.

Tadd. 1'm sure they stopped by to say "Hi."

Mrs. Becker Oh yeah.

Tadd. Have you ever been over to Sweden since your husband's death?

Mrs. Becker Yeah, I went the year after he died. Some friends of mine went with me
from my church. Well, the people had invited me and said I should come.

Tadd. And this was for? '

Mrs. Becker Just to come over, because we were scheduled to go there for that whole
year. So then finally---I guess I mentioned it once [that] maybe I'll just go at convention
time. These friends of mine said that if | went they would go with me. So that kind of
cinched that.

Tadd. Some people from Redeemer? [Helen Becker's congregation in Cedarburg]

Mrs. Becker Yeah. Then they were just there for two weeks and I ended up staying
five, because so many people wanted me to come to their homes and everything. So I
stayed kind of long.

Tadd. Well, you certainly were welcome.

Mrs. Becker Well, that's it. And I thought, "Well, if they want me to come, it isn't very
nice if T go one place and not the other place."

Tadd. You said they had a surprise for you when you went over there, something [to do]
with a room?

Mrs. Becker Oh, no, this was after. I haven't been there since then. They kind of
dedicated this one room to my husband---

Tadd. Yeah, that is what I was thinking about.

Mrs. Becker It's in one of the churches up in the northern---

Tadd. OK., that's what it was. They thought highly of him. T was reading some things
in Christian News following his death and the praise that they gave him.

Mrs. Becker It seemed to click. Got along really fine. He loved it; he really did.
Anytime he was asked to speak on Sweden, anytime he possibly could, he'd do it.

Tadd. Now Professor Brug has that baton.

Mrs. Becker Yeah. Well, that's one way to let the people know too because that wasn't
in the synod's budget. The only way they got money for that was by contributions. So
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when he spoke to an LWMS rally or something, then it usually would be a collection. Or
[when he'd] go into some congregation's ladies aide or whatever that would ask him to
speak, always some contributions would come in.
Tadd. Yeah, and that also helps zhose people. I mean, it must have been really difficult
for those few people.
Mrs. Becker Well, yeah, that's just it. They needed a lot of encouragement and---yeah,
because 1t is just as hard for them to leave their church as it was for us to leave ours.
Tadd. That probably helps your bonds with all the people over there.
Mrs. Becker T think so, a lot of nice people.
Tadd. 1 think that's really neat, too, that you stay in contact.
Mrs. Becker 1t gets a little bit less, but at Christmas time I send cards to about a dozen
or so. That's nice, too, to keep in contact.
Tadd. Do you have any major fond memories of Sweden?
Mrs. Becker It was always just nice the way the people always treated us. They were
so friendly. I don't know if that's special.
Tadd. Well, yeah, you mentioned the friends [and] the friendliness that they showed.
Mrs. Becker The kindness. Whenever my husband would go over there for those
yearly meetings, people would send back gifts and things like that. That made you feel
really warm.
Tadd. Well, that's a fond memory. Nice to know you are appreciated.

In seventy-seven, it says he went for three months there.
Mrs. Becker Yeah, for the seminary exchange program. Yeah, we lived there for three
months.
Tadd. "Uppsla." Is that how you pronounce it?
Mrs. Becker Yeah, "Uppsla.”
Tadd. And you went also?
Mrs. Becker Ohyeah. That's one time they send the wives along. The other times you
£0 ON yOur Own expense.
Tadd. They paid for that?
Mrs. Becker They paid for that.
Tadd. Also for you to go?
Mrs. Becker Yeah, that is what I mean. My husband always got his way paid by the
synod. Otherwise, which is understandable, you can't be sending all these wives along to
all these foreign countries.
Tadd. What are your thoughts on some of his hobbies? What kind of hobbies did he
have?
Mrs. Becker He loved fishing! . . . He really loved fishing. And he liked gardening . . .
and bee keeping. And he was a pretty avid stamp collector, too. [ have a lot of stamps. I
haven't done anything with them.
Tadd. You still have them?
Mrs. Becker Oh yeah.
Tadd. None of your sons picked that up?
Mrs. Becker Well, yeah, my youngest son did, but it got to the point where he couldn't
afford it after he got married. Someday we'll have to decide what to do with them. He
enjoyed that. That also kind of went in spells. There were years when he couldn't afford
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it, to do anything about that either, really. After you get your kids through school you
kind of pick up on it again.

Tadd You also mentioned bee keeping,

Mrs. Becker Yeah, the bee keeping. He enjoyed that very much, too. It was a form of
relaxation for him. Some people don't want to get near bees.

Tadd. 1 was looking at that picture [from newspaper which shows Dr. Becker with his
beehives], and he didn't have any protection on.

Mrs. Becker He usually wore a bee veil, as a rule. He'd do that when he would mess
around with the bees.

Tadd. So he'd be working on a sermon and he'd take a break and go out and work on the
bees?

Mrs. Becker [He'd] just look at them. It was his intention to have two hives and a
garden here, but that was not to be.

Tadd. Did you ever help him with the bees?

Mrs. Becker The only thing I ever helped with was washing the jars.

Tadd. You stayed away from them? '

Mrs. Becker Yeah, he did all the rest. I never really could help. You had to know
what you were doing. He bottled all the honey, too. He was very meticulous about that
too, not to make a big mess with honey.

Tadd. That wasn't his favorite thing?

Mrs. Becker No, that was the only part he didn't like about the bees. I shouldn't say he
didn't like it, really. But I mean it was just a bit more of a chore.

Tadd. Not quite as fun as the other stuff.

Mrs. Becker ---when you had to extract all the honey and strain it and bottle it all and
everything,

Tadd. Now Professor Dobberstein has them.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, and I think he is still doing it too.

Tadd. Also some of the writings, [ have some of those poems that he wrote. How often
did he write poetry?

Mrs. Becker 1 don't think you ever knew when he did that, only when he wrote one for
my mother's birthday or when he'd write for something special. I don't really know when
he did that.

Tadd. The major things [he wrote] are the books. Those are the things we remember:
Wizards That Peep, Scriptures - Inspired by God, . . .

Mrs. Becker In Sweden they published some of his books too.

Tadd. Did he ever write any special books just for Sweden that he didn't publish here?
Mrs. Becker When he would lecture they would ask him if he would write his lectures
out and then they'd publish those.

Tadd. Would he actually translate them himself?

Mrs. Becker No, they would translate them. In fact, I might have some of those. . .
[End of first side of tape]

SIDEB
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Mrs. Becker ... Do you have a date for some of those? I'm not sure if it was that time
we were there for three months. I think that's it.

Tadd. Sixty-nine and seventy-two.

Mrs. Becker Soon after we left they had them all published. They do things very fast.
Tadd. Did you ever get to check out what he wrote before he sent them in? Did you
ever proof them?

Mrs. Becker No, I don't think [ would've been qualified to do that. No, he was a pretty
thorough person. He could handle everything himself pretty much.

Tadd. We still appreciate what he has left for us: his writings and that one book your
son put together The Word Goes On.

Mrs. Becker We were kind of hoping he would do even more, more of his sermons, I
guess. But it is a lot of work, too. James doesn't---well, like anybody, you have all your
other duties. If'you could do just that, that would be fine. They had thought at one time
maybe with some of his class notes, but somebody has to do it.

Tadd. Well, they did put together his Romans lectures.

Mrs. Becker Yeah, and I think there are a lot of conference papers in the library.
Tadd. Yeah, you can look in the essay file under "Becker" and there are a lot.
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Graduation Prayer

The angels round Thy throne on high
Still “Holy, Holy, Holy!"" cry;

And still Thy call, O Lord, resounds
To all this earth’s remotest bounds:
“Whom shall | send, and who will go,
That men My saving love may know?”

I'am undone, and woe is me:
A man of unclean lips here see;
For these mine eyes have seen the King!
O let Thy holy angel bring
A coal of fire to touch today
o My lips and purge my sin away!

So shall my ready answer be:
Here am |, Lord, send me, send me: 4
Send me to preach the Word of Life
To .men bowed down by sin and strife,
To show them Christ, the Living Way,
Who leads to heaven and perfect day!

By Thy good Spirit, Lord, imbue

My heart with joy Thy work to do;
Uphold my faith; be Thou my Stay,

Lest | become a castaway:

And ever shall my answer be—

Here am |, Lord, send me, send me! -Amen,

Dedicated to the Class of 1938 By W. G. Polack
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MARTIN L. GRAEBNER

St. Paul, Minnesota

Born at Winficld, Kans., November 7, 1914,
Attended Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn,
Supplied at St. Paul, Minn.

NORBERT ZABEL
Atchison, Kansas
Born at Atchison, Kans., January 1, 1913,

Attended St. Paul's College, Concordia, Mo, ;
St. John's College, \\inficld, Kans.; St
Benedict's College, Atchison, Kans,

Supplied at Plevna, Kans.

ROBERT H. ROSENAU
Madison, Wisconsin
Born «t Augusta, Wis., August 14, 1914,

Attended Concordia College, St Paul, Minn. ;
Concordia College, Milwaukee, Wis,

GERHARDT E. NITZ
Bellingham, “Washington
Born at Bellingham, Wash., March 6, 19186,

dttended Concordia College, Portland, Ore. ;
Concordia College, Fort “’a.; ne, Ind.

Supplied at St. Louis, Mo.

ARLEN J. BRUNS

Denver, Iowa

Born at Denver, Iowa, May 23, 1915,
Attended Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn,

Suppiied at  Westgate, Iowa; TWilliston,
N. D.; Sidney, Montana.

SIEGBERT W. BECKER
St. Paul, Minnesota
Born at St. Paul, Minn, October 28, 1914.

Attended Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn. ;
University of Jlinnesota, \Imneapolls
Minn., M. A. 1937,

ALFRED LEJA
Secranton, PPennsylvania
Born at Scranton, Penn., May 2, 1915.

Attended Concmdld Collegiate Institute,
Bronxville, N.

© Supplied at Concordia Collegiate Institute,
Bronxville, N. Y.

FRED R. RIESS
'lx'lickiLa.t, Washington

Born at Cass Lake, Minn., February 25, 1915.
«Attended Concordia College, Portland, Ore.;

Concordia College, Milwaulkee, Wis.
Supplicd at Toledo, Ore., Buhl, Idaho.




MISSIONARY SOCIETY
Front Row: W. Rook, E. Rakow, TV. Laetsch,
E. Klenk, R. Huegli, A. Tlbrich, W, Wuthrich.

Back Row: P. Krause, Prof. V. A, Maier, V.
Rueger, P. Gassmann, F. Hahn,

Religious Poetry Club: B. Growceock, Prof, W. G.

Polack, T, Streufert,

Greek Club: \W. Wolbrecht, J. Thlig, Prof. Wm.
Arndt, H. Schoenfeldt,

Current Events Club: A, Gerni. A. Weber, Prof,
A. M. Rehwinkel, . Christiansen,

M A T E R . .

t
|
\
ALMA MATER STAFF
Front Row: W, Ruppar, S. Becker, Prof. L. Fuerbringer, R.
Spannaus, Prof. Th. Houyer, H. Gaertner.
Back Row: W, Grunow, W, Boettcher, J. Klotz, H. Eggold, Eldor
Mueller, W. Alwin, W, Kurth.
PS
[

BUSINESS GROUPS

W. Wolbrecht, A, Leja, P. Krause, L. Petersen.
D. Ressel, L. Schreiber, J. Ott, A. Wangerin,
\W. Haag.
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THY WORD
IS TRUTH

NEWSPAPERS -~ The Plymouth Observer, The Farmington Observer

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Penniman at Evergreen - Plymouth

SPONSORED BY:

of Wayne County and Environs

BECKER

Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran Synod Churches

Guest Speaker
DR. SIEGBERT

1SCOnsin

Joint Chorus

Professor, Milwaukee
Joint Children’'s Choir

Lutheran Teacher’s College

Milwaukee, W

Wednesday, November 11, 1964

A faculty member of the Mil-
waukee Lutheran Teachers Col-
lege told 800 members of the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod that the Lutheran Church
today “is in danger of losing its
strength when it compromises
with the verbally ingpired “1_13
herent seripture.”

Dr.. Sleghert Becker told
delegates to the Seventh An-
nnal Reformation Rally at 8t
Peter's Luthersa Charch In
Plymouth that just os Sam-.
gen lost his siremgth whem de-
prived of his lochs by Delllalt

the Church loses its power in l
compromise, _
He pointed out that in the

current trend of Church merg-

ers the necessary compromise
results in a loss af the power
of God's word.

The Lutheran doctrine of
“Ipherent ture” holds that
the scripiures are the divinely
inspired word of God and as
such are without error In
every pard. The current ap-
proach to seriptures often
helds thas it is merely a work

Lutherans Warned About Co

memeorates the anniversary of
Martin Luther’s nailing of hils
95 thesis to the door of a
Chureh in Germany which began
the Reformation in 13517.

Also participating in the sery-
ice were Joint Choirs under the
direction of the Rev. Edward
Zell of the Lola Park Evangeli-
eal Lutheran Church in Redford
Township and the Rev. K. Koep-
lin of Teciunseh, Mich, A Joiat
Children’s Choir under the di-
rection of Mrs. Norman Goebel
also sang.

Members of the Wisconsin

mpromise

and Western Wayne County
County attended.

Christmas Carols Bookled '

The church bulletin *The Up-
per Room” has reprinted its
booklet of Christmas Carols.
Carols, spirituals and fun songs
are included. Coples may bs or
dered from The Upper Roum,
1808 Grand Avenue, Nashville,
Tenn. The cost for the booklet is
20 cents each or six for 8l 44
the booklets are ordered in 100
lots the price is §12.59. :

of man and therefore, fallible.
The Reformsgtion Rally ecom-

Synod from Washtenaw, Macomb

 Wants ads get quick resulis!

Display Gratitude for
Reformation Blessings - COME!




Dr. Siegbert W. Becker Accepts Call to the Seminary Faculty

Dr. Siegbert W. Becker, formerly the head of the
Religion Department at Wisconsin Lutheran College in
Milwaukee, will join the faculty of Wisconsin Lutheran
Seminary at Mequon as the tenth professor in Septem-
ber. Dr. Becker will teach in the fields of New Testa-
ment and church history.

Born on a farm near St. Paul, Minnesota, October
28, 1914, Dr. Becker attended Concordia College in St.
Paul and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, completing his
studies for the ministry in 1938. He did graduate study
at the University of Minnesota, where he received an
M.A. degree after majoring in Greek, the University
of Chicago, and the Northern Baptist Theological Semi-
nary of Chicago, earning his Th.D. degree at the latter
institution in 1957.

Dr. Becker served pastorates at Fort Dodge, Ireton,
and Sac City, Towa, from 1938 to 1947. From 1947 to
1963 he taught at Concordia Teachers College, River
Forest, Illinois. In 1963 he became a member of the Wis-
consin Synod for confessional reasons and accepted a
call to Wisconsin Lutheran College. He has served the
Synod also as a member of the Board of Education.

Dr. Becker was married to the former Helen Bertram
of Fort Dodge, Iowa, in 1939. They are the parents of
five children, David, Rehecca, Mark, Michael, and James.
The oldest son is a lawyer, Rebecca is a student in the
Law School of the University of Wisconsin, Mark and
Michael are in service, and James is a senior at Wis-
consin Lutheran High School.

May thé Lord of the Church richly bless the labors
of His newly called servant in preparing men for the
high office of the holy ministry at our Seminary!

Dr. Siegbert W. Becker
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Bride’s Father For Many

United in Beautiful Ceremony in Church Which

Years Served as Pastor

““for 15.years, Miss Helen Bertram

[I}L_S’l‘. PAUL’S Lutheran church,’
Rey. and Mrs. J. Bertram, now
év, Siegbert W.  Becke
of St Paul, Minu,,
ck. . .
e was given in marria
#ing service before a

1&% dovple

riends in,an autumn setting provi
sums and-other flowers of the seaso

ecorated the altar, ... -
“/Entering the church

n, played:by J. A,
sas’a picture in’ her gown o
“beaded’ yoke and fuli

Jlace by ‘a haloof seed pearls, an
nd.-chrysanthemurs '

to the strains of the processional by Sass-
7 W. Wiersig at the organ, the pretty bridef:
¢ white satin, made princess style with 1}
skirt and train, Her long veil was held in|;

which her Iathef served as pastor
of this city, daughter of the
of Towa City, became the bride.

r of Ireton, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. C.
in a beautiful ceremony. Sunday aftyemqon

ge by lier father, who performed

large .company of relatives and

ded by bouduets of chrysanthe-

n° which, together with palms,
‘ 1

d she carried a bouquet of roses|

She was preceded by her maid
f honor, Miss Norma Fuller, stu-
lent at Valparaiso university in
ndiana, ,. her - two _sisters who
erved as bridesmaids, Miss Hulda
ind Miss Greichen Bertram of
his city, and the two little flow-
o girls, her nieces, Dorothy Za-
rel of Boone and Joanne Ehlen
£ Sioux City. A ' ae |

Miss Fuller’s gown was_ of old
ose taffeta, with which her arm
youquet -of chrysanthemums and
;napdragons - was -effeclive:” ~Her
ronk and those  of the. brides-
naids and the flower girls were
dentically made, with close-fit-
ing bodices.and flaring skirts. -

: - Bridesmaids S

The bridesmaids Wore. becoming
shades, Miss -Hulda, gold, and
Vliss Gretchen, blue, while Doro-
;hy and Joanne were in. green.
Ihe Misses Bertram carried pom
son  bouquets, and the little giris,
saskets of rose petals. which: they
iropped .in the path of the, bride.

Servin ev.. My Beck
g;oOmsmah ‘was’ his brother, Wil=
[iatn *Becker; of+St.. Paul,  -while
Roy ‘Frommer- of- St. Paul, and
Elmer Theiss of Fort Dodge were
ushers.. . : : .
-~ During the cremony, Miss Alice
Carl sang a solo, “Whither Thou
Goest,” with _accompaniment by
Mr. -Wiersig-~who -also played
Sassmannhausen’s recessional.
.’_Upon leaving the church, the
bridal® party. went to the church
parlofs . where "a -reception . was
held for 40 guests. A ‘large wed-

ding - cake ‘centered the: bride’s K

table .whichiwas further adorned

with chrysanthemums and lightéed

t_gp'eyr»s.} Each” of ' the - other- three
tables had a-cake for ils ‘cenrer.
d tion, flanked by :

He wRev: T
bride 1
a blouse. of. flesh’ silk pique and

a:blue coat. ..o o -
At Ireton o

“Becler: as!:

autumn |:

ride left shortly after on a-wed-|
ding -trip, Mrs. Becker wearing an| .
ensemble-of navy blue skirt, with|

has been empioyed here in:theof- -
fice of Dr. E. N. Wold. : K
A graduate of Concordia col-1,
lege at St. Paul, and Concordia f
serninary at St. Louis, Mo.. the|’
Rev. Mr. Becker received his mas- ;
ter's degree from the -University
of Minnesota. - A
. After .completing his theologi-f:
cal course, the Rev. Mr. Becker
served as -assistant fto the Rev:
Mi1. Bertram and to the Rev. Ad|
Schwidder, who. succeeded the
Rev. Mr. Bertram as pastor of St}
Paul's, befora going to Ireton to |
take up his pastoraie there. {
Since announcement of the.
couple’s wedding . plans, - Mrs..
‘Becker was entertained at a series!
of: ‘pre-nuptial- - social courtesics
extended. by her many friends..

Out-of-town guests at the wed-\.
ding were Mrs. J. C. Becker of|:
St. Paul, the groom's mother; his}:

and Miss Esther
H, ‘Eble

ieterichs-af |

AridM
Osage, . both

band, the bride’s brother, is a mis-

two sisters, Mrs. Arnold. Walther}:
Becker of St.|
Paul; and Paul Seltz of that city; |

rs.-W.. H.. of. Sioux City [

sisters of ‘the -bride;|
Mrs. Walter Bertram, whose hus-l,_ . ...

v This Certifies
S that
Siebent b Haelern

ad,
s/gf'll.!—*m‘/ J/M

of

and

2 olso & I indna

t%{ﬁ/’&#ﬂté]bi (,Qp-,‘{,(,

were by me united

oly (Matrimouy

of

at f%fﬁk%gxmm
Accox*&in‘g to the Drbinance of @Bob and

théﬂbwsof @Z/ﬁ%ﬂ”%\ﬂmwﬂ

on the 2g% 8% of ety e
m Jr]a%ear of Dur Worb 1927

MJ/’ In arec—

%i{'nzsses 7% /? o)

sionary at Amber, India, from
where the family recently came

for a visit in the United States;

Walter Bertram: thie Rev.
Mrs, H. Zagel—Mrs, Zagel is an-
other sister of the bride — of

the Rev. Afnold Bertram and his
wife of Creston. et

TR i A i

oo

the children of the Rey. and Mrs. #..
and |

Boone; and the brile’s brother, 5

T will live at Ireton where
the Rev, Mr. Becker i§ pastor of
heran church of the Mis-
I‘g)dl'ihere. g e
ecker was educated 'in
Fort “Dodge where hér family,
during - years ‘of residence here,
held.a position of prominence and
respect. ~ After

completing her
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schooling in St. Paul’s Lutheran
§chool and the Fort Dodge hif{'zlrfi ‘
school, she attended Bethany col- 5'

laga at Mankatn Minn from
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By JAMES M. JOHNSTON

Sentinel Religion Editor

Y"OUR ABORTION laws
are mad and medieval, al-
though even in the Middle
Ages no congress of women
would have passed them."

The speaker was the cam-
pus pastor at the University
of Tllinois, the Rev. Benjamin
Garrison, arguing on the
floor of the general confer-
ence of the United Methodist

"Church at St. Louis last

e first -

n bla-
Jlitics
ts are
ase in

bene- .

:right
1gress

n pro-
living
uld be
zceed-
lasure
ement
to the
uncer-

ve the
ics. To
repre-
ironi-
:ople's

t with-
1t nev-
living

oy

month. Garrison said, inci-
dentally, ﬁrmﬁ he had been
asked to arrange four abor-
tions in one month.
Though the average
spokesman is more temper-
ate, the tone of Garrison’s
talk on American criminal
abortion laws is harmonizing
with an increasing number of

sounds in legislative and judi- .

cial halls.

More religious groups, too,
are urging a new look at
abortion laws, and thus strik-
ing discords in the
Catholic-Protestant ecu-
menism. )

ROMAN CATHOLIC opin-
ion remains opposed to any
proposals that would make
‘abortions easier to obtain.

" They hold with Tertullian

t

and St. Gregory of Nyssa

that creation of the soul and
creation of life with concep-

tion are simultaneous, and
that destruction of a moE is
murder.

Roman Catholics In Wis-
consin have been especially
active against moves to liber-
alize abortion since the re-
cent decision by three federal
judges that declared: uncon-
stitutional a part of the
state's law. The ruling, in ef-
fect, permitted abortion dur-
ing the first four months of
pregnancy, or during the pe-
riod in which the fetus is
"'quickened."

Shortly after Garrison's

talk, the United Methodists
adopted a resolution urging

00

viewed it as a technique in -

population control.

"We do not :._:_:n that.
abortion should be relied -
upon as a means of limiting .

family size,"’ says the Presby-

terian report to be considered -

at Chicago. ''Contraceptive
procedures are more desira-
ble for many and obvious rea-
sons. :

“But when through misin- -

formation, miscalculation,
technical failure, or other
reasons, contraception fails

and an unwanted pregnancy -

is established, we do not
think it either compassionate
or just to insist that available
help be wijthheld.*

. The Lutheran Church in -
America stance, included in a-

general position paper that
has already become contro-

versial called " Sex, Marriage

and Family" says:

"In the consideration of E.
duced abortion the key issue
-is the status of the unborn fe-
tus. Since the fetus is the or-

. ganic beginning of human
life, the termination of its.

development is.always a se-
rious matter. Nevertheless, a
qualitative distinction must
be made between its claims
and the rights of a responsi-
ble person made in God's im-

age who is in living relation- -
ships with God and other.
The under- -

human beings.
standing of respomsible per-

i
tion are encouraged to con-
sult with their physicians and
spiritual counselors.” This
church -upholds its. pastors

and other responsible coun- -
selors. and -persons, who con-

..mo_m:_so:m_uN make aQOSbm
about m.coaon.: .

Th'e wnmm.cﬁmam:. report, .
produced by the Department.
_of Church and Society, is-also
included in a broader paper.

Titled ''Sexuality and the Hu-

. man Community," this report

discusses, in addition to abor-

tion, dating, homosexuality,

contraception, ' courtship-and-

- marriage, courtship and race

and sterilization. .

It asks the general assem-
bly to declare "that termina-
tion of pregnancy in the case

_of a nonviable fetus is a per-

\

sonhood is congruent with

the historical Lutheran teach-
ing and practice whereby
only living persons are bap-
tized."

"ON THE BASIS of the
evangelical ethic, a woman or
couple may decide responsi-

bly to seek an abortion. Earn--

est consideration should be
given to the life and total
health of the mother, her re-
sponsibilities to others in her
family, the stage of develop-
ment of the fetus,
nomic and psychological sta-
bility of the home, the laws

~f tha Tand and tha rancas

the eco-

sonal matter between the pa-
tient and her physician and
therefore . should not be re-
stricted by law," and to con-
duct further study about
what ooumcgﬁmm a viable fe-
tus.
THE REPORT argues:
""Abortion of a nonviable
‘fetus should bhe taken out of
the realm of the law altogeth-
er and be made a matter of
. the careful ethical decision of
+a woman, her physician and

, her ﬁwmﬁon or other nosumm_.
" tion, subjects like sex educa--

Zocum that the OE Testa-
ment does not equate feticide
with homicide' and disputing
the theory that the soul en-
-ters the fetus upon concep-
" tion, the report rejects as in-
sufficient the position that
‘abortion should be permitted

or,

only when the mother's life is
endangered. It also considers
subsequent liberalizations of
the laws too conservative.
The report complains that
these positions leave the law
as the final arbiter.of proper
medical practice, denies the

. mother the right not to bear

an unwanted child and “'does
not allow for consideration of
the emotional, social or eco-
nomic welfare of other mem-
bers of the family into which
an unwanted child may be
born.. . .

"It does boﬁEbm. to .mmmoﬁ

the problem of illegal abor-.

tions, a major socio-medical
disease, which leaves an im-
portant moral and medical
problem to be solved by crim-
inals, quack practitioners and
a handful or reputable physi-

T

cians who are willing to dmw

their practices and their nmvn.‘

tations to wm&o:d this proce-
dure.. . ."

No doubt the Iilinois cam-
pus pastor is right about the
wishes of a medieval con-
gress of women, if such a
gathering were thinkable in
the days before liberation of
either men and women.

But they probably would
not have made a social issue
of it. For the sexual permis-
siveness of our day, though
not unknown to the ladies in
Balzac and Rabelais, had yet

‘to win the ‘''respectability"’

which even some of today's
liberal church committees
have given it. Consequently,
their abortion  statistics did
not approach the totals %
our day.
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Chapter

and Verse

By JAMES M. JOHNSTON

Lu%hemn Against Abortion

THE WISCONSIN Evangelical Lutheran Synod, bulwark o
conservative Lutheranism in Wisconsin and especially in Mil
.waukee county, carries a discussion on abortion in the Jan.
issue of its magazine, The Northwestern Lutheran, in whic
the author takes issue with several branches of liberal Protes
tantism that favor loosening the abortion laws.

The writer is the Rev. Siegbert W. Becker, a professor.a
the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary and also the Wisconsin -
"Synod's"Reformation rally speaker last November, ]

“. Are unborn children real persons, and can abortion mean
the killing of children?

Becker points to the Bible as assurance that the unborn are

“persons, indeed.

Becker Quotes St. Luke
- "'In Luke's account of Mary's visit to Elizabeth,'" he wrote,
-*'we are told that when Elizabeth heard the voice of Mary ‘the
. babe leaped in her womb.' The evengelist then goes on to tell
us that Elizabeth, speaking under the influence of the Holy
.Ghost, said, 'As soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in
,_'mine ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.'
"‘Elizabeth spoke these words several months prior to the
birth of John (the Baptist); yet her words cleaxly speak of
.John as a real person, who Tejoiced over the coming birth of
“the Son of God. We may not understand how such a thing as
this can happen, but the words are not hard to understand."
The account of this Visitation, Becker added, "'surely justi-
fies us in saying that unborn children are human beings, that
‘they are persons, and that therefore they come under the pro-
tection of the Fifth Commandment ""Thou shalt not kill."*
""The Bible, indeed, does not tell us when this unborn child
" becomes a person, but neither does it tell us of any other time
,When the unborn child is not a person, and we can only con-
clude that there is at least a possibility that a human being, a
real person, comes into -existence at the moment of concep-
tion.

Defective Birth Possibili’ry

"A Christian, who confesses that the Lord Jesus was con-
‘ceived by the Holy Ghost, who believes that the fruit of the
womb is His reward, and who knows the love of Christ for lit-
tle children, will never give consent to abortion except in the
most unusual circumstances.

Becker declared that the possibility or even probability of
the birth of a defective child is no ethical reason for abortion.
MIfitis a crime against God to kill such children after they are ..
born, it is surely a sin to kill them before birth," he wrote.

And another whrning:
"A civilization which approves the killing of unborn chil-
-dren for no other reason than that they might prove deficient
in some way will not find it difficult to justify the killing of a
whole class of people on the grounds that they are an inferior
Tace."

co-ordinate programs in Uni- Methodists,

C e i 1. Do, ~ ~ial nrnoram " and mavhe



e voices of the Wisconsin Lutheran Students ”
oir filled the Auditorium with song. Sunday

Martin ‘Luther would not
jympathize with today's civil
mrest, even if it should benefit
he poor, a Lutheran professor
old a Reformation rally of 5,
‘00 persons at the Auditorium
sunday.

The Rev. Siegbert Becker of
he Wisconsin Lutheran theo-
ogical seminary, Mequon,

poke at the service sponsored -

iy the Wisconsin Evangelical
.utheran synod.

He explained to a reporter
1at he referred to the recent
ssembly takeover by welfare
acipients protesting assist-
nce cuts when he said in hls'
ermor:

''"Luther's whole behavior in
the peasants' war, which is a
source of embarrassment for
many modern Lutherans, dem-
onstrates clearly that he be-
lieved that even such a mani-

- festly good work as helping

the poor is of no value if itis
done in a way that'is not in
harmony with God's will."'

The service was one of many
which commemorated the nail-
ing of 95 theses to the door of
the Wittenberg cathedral in

..15817, to start the Reformation.

The Lutheran church — Mis-
souri synod held its Reforma-
tion Service Oct. 26 at the Au-
dltorlum.

i'as 5,200 persons attended a Reformation rally
: sponsored - by the Wisconsin Evangelical Lu-

The peasants’.war, to which
Becker referred, took place in
1521. It was an uprising of ex-
tremists who sacked monaster-
ies, abused priests and friars
and destroyed churches and
statues. Luther vigorously op-
posed it.

""Some of our modern rebels
who claim Luthaer as their hero
might do well to read what he
said at that time about the
murdering, thieving hordes of
peasants,'’ Becker declared.

Becker also criticized liber-
alism in both Protestantlsm
and Roman Cathollcxsm.

3

theran synod. The Rev. Slegbert Becker, of

- Mequon delivered the sermon. A
" —Sentinel Photo by Richard Baver o

isfaction either in hearing
modern Catholics denouncing
the tyranny of Roman tradi-
tionalism when those same
voices cast doubt on the virgin
birth of our Lord or are raised
in filthy profanity against the
police," he added. .

'"We ought to find little joy
in Protestants who praise Lu-
ther because he freed the
church from the perverted
power of the papacy and the
tyranny of human traditions
and then proclaim the new mo-
rality which enables them to
lead riotous mobs in the

streets sex educatlon without
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, professors and

[
theologians '‘tell us that the

L]

ICiges

it

)

real ‘siginficance of the Bible

ly. be discovered by

learned theologians, that the
The. Reformation service

y of i{oman traditionalism _ theran pastors

r because he freed the|'completely reliable book' but
church from the perverted|that the" things which are re-
power of the papacy and the!corded there never really hap-

Protestants who praise Lu- | kinds of mistakes, that it is a
tyranny of human traditions | pened.'"

"We ought to find little joy |Bible is true but full of all
rality which enables them to|commemorated the nailing by
lead riotous mobs in the|Luther of 95 theses to the door
streets, sex education:without |of t he* Wittenberg cathedral
moral training and to desig-|Oct. 31,-1517. That date is con-
nate adultery and fornication | sidered the birthday of Protes-

as expressions of true Chris-|tantism.

Lord or are raised in filthy pro-
and then proclaim the new mo-
tian concern for the needs of

ghbor."
Becker said some of today's

Lutherans were repeating the
mistake of the 16th century by
He maintained that such Lu-

denying the literal meanings of

the Bible.

‘Welfare March on Assembly

Even if civil disorder results | ann
benefits to the poor, Martin { when those same voices cast

Luther would not approve of | doubt on the virgin birth of our

“n

Lutheran Professor Cr

That assertion was made fanity against the police,’" hejcan on

Lutheran seminary, Mequon. |the

here Sunday afternoon by the | said.
He addressed about 6,000 per-

Rev. Siegbert W. Becker, a pro-
fessor of religion at Wisconsin | in
sons at the Reformation rally
of the Milwaukee Federation
of Wisconsin Evangelical Lu-
theran Synod Churches at the

Auditorium. .
. He said later that he re-

ferred to the recent takeover
of the state assembly by per-
sons protesting welfare cuts in

the budget.

itey

'"Luther's whole behavior in | their nei

the peasants' war, which is a
source of embarrassment for
many modern Lutherans, dem:
onstrates clearly that he be-

festly good work as helping
The peasants® revolt to
which Becker referred took

the poor is of no value if it is
1520s. Luther sympathized

with just grievances of the

peasants, but. he rejected the
idea of a so-called "'Christian

done in a way that is not in
|harmony with God's will,"”
place in Germany in the mid-
rebellion."

lieved that even such a mani-|
| Becker said. .

"We ouéht to find little sat-
isfaction in hearing modern

Later, Luther wrote a blis-
tering paper entitled: ''Against
the: Murdering, Thieving
Catholics denouncing the tyr-

Hordes of Peasants.' - _
. Liberalism -in th e Catholic

as well as the Protestant
church was criticized by

Becker.

As Clayton Fritchey's column that
ppeared in the Oct. 16 issue of The

ournal points out, the Jews have a’
sgitimate “beef” mgainst Martin~
uther."After Auschwitz, we cannot -

ppropeiately ‘ask them to mix.their
eef with the milk of human kind-

In this respect, the Blessed Re-
yrmer's record stinks; let us Luther-
ns have the honesty to admit it.
aly then can we thank God for the
reat beneflts, especlally the pure

sctrine of the word of God, which -

22 come to ug through the work of
iis hrave man and monk. .

The Flinish Lutheran scholar

arne Slirala sald it well: “The way-
which the often suppressed facts '

' the history of the persecution of
i¢ discrimlnation sgainst the Jews

¢ brought into the consclousness of

wristians will be one declsive ele-
ent In our belng & church of repent-

e and falth in our generation.”

. GEORGE KOSK1
I am writlng in response to Clay-

an Fritchey's column called “Luther:

votal theologlan and notorious antf-
mite.” - ’x',l‘-' PR .

And to the Jews o
8. . : o
After 40 years as a Lutheran, but

w a3 g Christlan, | repent and ask
ur forgiveness for the 500 vears of

the Milwaukee

artin Luther: Anti-Semite

Lutheran/Christian  anti-Semitism, -
and for my own acts of anti-Semi-
tlsm. My ancestors and I have been
wrong. E

-I know that you are beloved by
God! I desire peace and prosperity for':
Israel. . ) N
‘ " 'RAY GEWEKE *

Wausau

Repeated references. to: Martin
Luther's antl-Semitism in ‘the public
press In the past weeks have gone -
unanswered. However, Hans Kung’s
charge, quoted in news reports, that
Luther “hated the Jews” ought not

be passed over in silel_lce'. I

Whille it is unfortunately true that
Luther recommended the burning of
synagogues, that advice' must be’:
viewed against the background of hig!’
time," - - S o ’

The Jews In Germany and In most
of Europe were subject to stringent '
and represslve legislation for at least ;
a hundred years before Luther’s
birth. The accusation that Luther °
was the Instigator of the persecutions -
Is thus plainly contradicted by the
historical facts. In reality, early In his |
career Luther protested against the '
harsh treatment of the Jews. He
wrote: “We ought not to treat the
Jews In so unkindly a spirit.” He |
spoke of the “un-Christlan attitude” |
of those people who persecuted the

Jews. He hoped that if the Jewe

"Bu't

T

Martin Luther

would be treated with greater kind-
ness, it would be easier to convert
them to Christienity. .

When' his appeal for kindness
toward the Jewish people did not
result In conversions to Christianity,
he was bitterly disappointed. His

.subgequent call for the exlle of the

Jews and the burning of their syn-
agogues, however, was actually
more humane than appears &t first
glance, T

mean fonnd it almoet imnnocihisa ta

honest reformer

Luther lived in an age in which

envision a,pluralistic society, i
which . varying religious denomini
tions -could live peacefully side b
side.. He expected that Lutherar
would be exiled from Catholl¢ cow
tries and that Catholics would be ez

. iled from Lutheran countries. Th

was the ‘prevailing opinion of th
age. The rule followed by the go
ernments of that time was that th

" religion of the ruler determlned th

religion of the citizens. B
In other ways, Luther was" f:

_~ahead of hls time: He opposed tk
" death of heretics by burning. Whe

the Anabaptist Balthasar Huebmeie
for example, was burned at 'th

| stake, Luther wrote a letter protes

Ing such qruelty. ;

‘While ‘we Lutheran-Amerlcan
find the burning of synagogues dis
tasteful, those people who' attac]

_Martin Luther on this score might d

well to remember that, while Luthe
was urging the burning of syn
agogues, others were urging th
burning of men, a practice agalns
which Luther protested. In adoptin
such an attitude, which’ was fa

.ahead of hls time, Luther actuall

took the first step into'a new era.hi
which neither men nor synggogue

"-are burned by débeht"p‘eople'nnq re

sponsible governments. -+ L
" .. SIEGBERT W.BECKER'
Professor of gystematic theology
Wiscongin Luthoran Sominary



kyrkonytt

Nils Gosta Ekman
Josef Lundaahl

Amerikansi teoslogiprofessonr:

Bibeln helt tillforlitli

ocksa om jordiska tin

— I var kyrka kan ingen bli
srofessor eller pastor som inte
1itan reservationer accepterar
3ibeln som ofelbar — exem-
selvis vad den sdger i skapel-
seberdttelsen att Gud skapade
iorden pa sex dagar och att
Zva gjordes av Adams revben.

Med "var kyrka” menar
Siegbert 'W. Becker. den
avangelisk-lutherska Wiscon-
sin-synoden i USA, vid vars
teologiska fakultet han ar pro-
fessor. WLS &r ett av de ame-~
rikanska lutheranernas fyra
stora samfund och har c:a
300 000 medlemmar och tusen
pastorer. :

Prof. Becker har en tid gés-

tat stiftelsen Biblicums nya
bibelforskningsinstitut i Upp~
sala och foreldst i olika delar
av vart land. Han siger sig
vara angendmt Gverraskad
ver att det finns si manga i
den svenska kristenheten som
haller fast vid Bibelns ofel-
barhet. Men han har blivit be-
min_b nér han tagit del._av
biskop Bo Giertz senaste de-
klarationer om sin EU&&&.
Dér har han funnit en paral-
lell till den “glidning” mot en
liberal bibelsyn, som villat en
djupgdende. och #nnu starkt
kannbar kris i den amerikan-
ska lutherdomen.

— Bo Giertz och Kyrklig
Samling kring bibel och be-
kidnnelse- har wvarit ett stort

-hopp ocksa for bibeltroheten i

USA. Men folk som har den
attityd, som Giertz nu tycks
ha, &dr farligare f6r kyrkan &dn
de som &r-fiender till Skriften,
sidger prof. Becker.

— Giertz menar att de cen-
trala partierna i Bibeln ar till~
forlitliga och att man pa ett
objektivt sdtt kan avgdra vilka
partier som hor till Bibelns
centrala "intentionsomréde”.
Sadant -som faller utanfor det-
ta omrade kan vara felaktigt, 1
varje fall spelar det ingen roll
om det ar riktigt eller felak-
tigt, .

— Men det - gir inte att
objektivt skdra ut ur Bibeln
vissa delar som &r tillférlitliga
och andra som inte behgver
vara det. Sadant som rér
frilsningen skulle silunda va-
ra tillférlitligt men det som
r6r det jordiska skulle inte va-
ra det.

~— Snarare mmz.:m man kun-
na vinda pa det och siga att
forskarna kan ha olika upp-
fattningar om vad som sigs
om frilsningen och de him-
melska tingen, men vad Bibeln
siger om de jordiska tingen

har vi mera Eou.:msmﬁmn att

klarligga genom forskning.

Jesus sjdlv sdger (Joh. 3:12):
"Tron I icke, nir jag talar till
eder om jordiska. ting, huru
skolen I dd kunna tro, om jag
talar till eder om himmelska
ting?”
Det som Bibeln sédger om
var frdlsning dr alltid férbun-
det med geografiska, historis-
ka, biologiska fakta. Det gir
inte att plocka bort dem och
ha kvar sjidlva "budskapet”. I
Bibelns berittelse om Jesu déd
finns som alltid. teologi, men
det dr ocksd betydelsefullt att
han dog pd Golgata, utanfsr
stadsmuren, och att det skedde
under Pontius Pilatus. Att det
rann blod och vatten ur Jesu
sida kan i viss man kallas bio-
logiska detaljer, men vi kan
dérfdr inte undvara dem. .
Prof. Becker dr beredd att
ge minga exempel pi att den
historiska forskningen bekrif-
tat Bibelns  tillforlitlighet. Foér
hundra ar sedan sades det att
hettiterna inte kunnat vara s
spridda som "Bibeln siger.Nu
finns det inga forskare som
tvivlar pad det. Fortfarande
sdgs att Bibeln har fel i att det
fanns filistéer i Palestina pa
Abrahams tid. Prof. Becker
véantar att arkeologiska fynd

forr eller senare skall visa att

Siegbert W. Becker

Bibeln &r tillforlitlig ocksa pa
den punkten.

. I USA finns nu — och det
hade varit otdnkbart for 25 ar
sedan, betonar prof. Becker —
en stark organisation av kvali-

ficerade naturvetenskapsmin
som ffrsvarar Bibelns ofel-
barhet och bekimpar utveck-
lingsldran. Gentemot argu-
mentet att Bibelns skapelsebe-
rittelse skulle motsdgas av att
jordens alder enligt métningar
av  radioaktiviteten ror sig
kring 4,5 miljarder &r, papekar
prof. Becker att de ting, som

Gud skapar av intet och pé en -

ging, har en skenbar alder

.med tanke pd den tid' som

skulle ha &tgatt enligt natu-

A

rens vanliga processer. Adam
skapas exempelvis som en
vuxen mainniska, inte som ett
foster eller nagot dnnu tidiga-
re som si smaningom utveck-
las. Det vin som Jesus gjorde

av vatten i Xana ger intryck
att vara gammalt fast detinte
ens var en dag gaminalt.

Den liberala bibelsynen, som
férnekar Bibelns ofelbarhet
och vill bortférklara undren,
breder ut sig, konstaterar prof.

Becker. Detta dr oerhort all- .

varligt. Sker inte besinning
och bot lkan vi vénta slutet och
domens dag.

Den storsta olyckan i kris-
tenheten just nu &ar den eku-
meniska rorelsen, dirfér ati

man dir anser att lirofrag
na inte &r, vidsentliga. In
den amerikanska lutherdon
har den liberala bibelsy:
som sagt vallat splittr
Protf. Beckers Winsconsin-

nod ir helt renlirig i fraga
Bibelns ofelbarhet och har
git helt avstdnd fran Kyrk
nas virldsrad. I de tre 6w
stora lutherska samfunde
USA — med vardera 2—3 r
joner medlemmar — &r ¢
centen helt bibeltrogna pa:
rer mindre: I Missouri-sy
den c:a 75 proc., i Ameri
lutherska kyrka 20 proc. o
Lutherska kyrkan i USA k
10 procent.

NILS GOSTA EKM

yenska
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WIZARDS THAT PEEP

by Dr. Siegbert Becker

Published and distributed by North.-
western Publishing House, 3624 W.
North Avenue, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
53208. Stock Number 15N0366. Price,
$3.95 plus postage and sales tax.

Drifting into our pop culture and
public consciousness like a vicious fog
bank, the occult cannot be dismissed as
mere mind candy. Intense cheerleaders
of controversial issues, wistful losers
possessed of a National Enquirer men-
tality, trendy tinkers in the grotesque
and sensational, all are boldly promot-
ing the occult with competitive frenzy.
From the merely sneaky to the purely
freaky, this wide-ranging, efficient
book wrestles the rascals with
scholarly skepticism and a minimum of
yawns. )

Wizards That Peep won't make you
an instant expert, but it will provide
you with ammunition in the war with
the weird. In his walk across the barn-
yard of the bizarre, Dr. Becker zeroes
in on the harsh, ugly facts. He writes to
enlighten, not to entertain; to illumi-
nate, not to titillate; to teach, not to
tease. In the word-world of published
trash, too many hacks tumble into the
pitfall of groping for answers by raising
more questions. What we really need
are more reassuring, Bible-based
answers and fewer silly questions. This
splendid primer meets that need.

Five chapters, on divination or “for-
tune-telling,” magic and witchcraft,
spiritism, demonic possession, and Sa-
tanism, would easily lend themselves to
Bible classes or a series of topical ser-
mons. Dr. Becker has thoroughly
researched his subject — and probably
did so in hip boots.

He reminds us that the bait hides the
hook. Satan can sidetrack, divert and
exploit the vulnerable, the bored, the
worried. Whether curious or serious,
otherwise sensible people may be
duped by preposterous predictions,
swept away by the lure of “inside infor-
mation,” or tempted to flirt with
danger in a world which has made ex-
perimentation acceptable. Satan the
bully has always glorified confusion
and delights in poaching souls during
Open season on the gullible. Ignorance
helps nobody, and God’s people cannot
contend with Satan’s nasty tactics by
casually dismissing the current undue
interest in the occult as a loony fad or
laughable hoax.

oA Tl (€08 o mntiriom o O tard adtion (o et

Without freighting his message with
simplistic answers, without suffocating
his readers with endless, lurid exam-
ples, the author has responded to this
ballooning threat to the Gospel. Here is
a practical evaluation and realistic in-
dictment of horoscopes, seances, exorc-
ism, clairvoyance ef. al., drawn from
God’s Word. None of us is immune to
these artful tricksters and monstrous
deceivers. Nor should we tremble
before pretentious headline-grabbers
and publicity hounds. Nonetheless,
God'’s people cannot explain what they
do not understand; they should not
dare to battle an opponent they under-
estimate.

Dr. Becker is to be commended for
addressing himself to tough problems.
He doesn’t back off from the controver-
sial. Without being banal or long-
winded, he offers the church this useful
tool for its apologetic task of refuting
the obscure and the obnoxious, of ex-
posing those who promise truth and
deliver lies. Shame on us if we igriore
his effort.

Ronald H. Gosdeck

Author Siegbert Becker
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No.
APPLICATION FOR SUPPLY

(Two copies to be sent; one for the Dean’s file; the other for the student,)

Date: ;ﬂ/vﬂ/ > /QJY.

COML. S ecker ¢
We herewith apply for a séwdent to serve as supply for the term beginning ;‘5[7 { a

and ending [72{”3/‘ 143 ¢ , and for this purpose give the following information:

To the Dean,
CONCORDIA SEMINARY,
St. Louis, Mo.

Location : ..'77'07‘ M{bl \9/5’”)’6(_

Name of congregation: gi ®ﬂ i (4/

Name and address of pastor under whose supervision student will work: K?D ‘n A pwr
| g A, S
1238 Fenrks Q.o

& .
How often German? 0{" eLM{/ W“"" H Wil How often English? Jau e, }{ be o{wm”‘

Lu':{f; ]’M a Iech tu Leart ]?lzoahfumq-y el "’/A;H/.

Preach? 4 14
4
Teach School? 0H€‘[ %1\’)({‘) ‘ﬁltﬁ‘cﬁ' German required ? w many months?

Tf student is called chiefly for the school, state what opportunities he will have for preaching in German or English,
or in both languages. (Student supplies must he given frequent opportunities to preach.)

jA,L &Qp d.'da [b/h?';l!/ AQ,JI’/ 9}‘/’#‘1“"1—5“"”/;/#& g‘n-:j Dldﬂ Py h-bl(;fz'ﬂ')‘l(—/ Ct‘;rﬁ‘tf,

Required that student play organ or piano, or lead choir ? Ao .
(Do not require this 1f it is not absolutely necessary; simply say that it is desirable.)
. Monthly salary: é 0 - (,07 C'C, i CQ,’M&,",}LL -
Will you pay traveling expenses in addition to salary? j Qlyy Judv b kh7 cO‘nfﬁL?lA'n- 't @o fog
(It is expected that congregations pay traveling expenses, hoth ways.)
Will you pay board in addition to salary? 'h.‘p . If not, state amount student must pay: jzuk @ﬁ&mrmly
Ntaponerble KikJF fo hot Foo mnch,

Additional remarks:

»}’@ﬁalk ?"'r‘f/lg My pleat, A;(]ia'rh Lehtrinee 1h DVaditne pf Laes

P} hosterat worle inalicwho 4 Catiohunm w, fnenf hiptes wrfle, ebs, Ve i
alay Bt Canvi Tt horkion ftefiom G oac dily, 07 e
"//// { y oo

A e e

Vd 4 .
Approved by MW ; Sec. of Congr.

Distriet President. . éﬁ“ AZ“"




Diploma of Vocation.

In the name of the Holy Trinity, God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost., Amen.
Having called upon the ILord, our God, for guidance, and in the exercise of the
authority with which He has vested His Church on earth, we, the

in lawful meeting assembled on %ﬂm M Lo 3 ? have decided to call

a pastor, who is to preach to us and have the care of our souls. We have elected to this

sacred office vy — ,
them S'I@Qe/@ﬁ/r vy Of /J/ PM,M

Pursuant to this election, which was held in the fear of God, and with due observance

of the order laid down by Him, we herewith extend to our pastor-elect this .

SOLEMN CALL.

r"@\Ws ask our pastor-elect, for Jesus’ sake, to take charge of the pastoral office in our

.

congregation as speedily as 'practicable, and to faithfully discharge the same in all its
parts, in accordance with the ‘Word of God, and so as to fulfil the detailed conditions
hereinafter specified. v

We pray God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ to convince our pastor-elect
by His Holy Spirit that the call which we herewith extend to him is a divine call, to
conduct him safely into our midst, and to bless his sacred ministrations among us, to the
glory of His name, to the salvation of ourselves and our chii’d\ren, and to the advancement

of His glorious kingdom. Amen.

................................................... Evangelical Lutheran Congregation

Q..
, A. D.. /?\32 in the name of the

L B fond .
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We authorize and obligate our pastor-elect to proclaim to us, jointly and
severally, the Word of God in its full truth and purity as contained in the canonical
writings of the Old and the New Testament and professed in the confessional writings
of the Lutheran Church;

to administer the Holy Sacraments in accordance with their divine institution;

to discharge toward all the members of our congregation the functions of a pastor
and curate of their souls in an evangelical manner, in particular, to visit the sick and

the dying and to admonish indifferent and erring members;

to faithfully guard the spiritual welfare of the younger members of the congregation,
in particular, to instruct our catechumens in the Word of God and the Doctrine of Doctor

Martin Luther, and thus prepare them for their first communion;

to guide us in applying the divinely ordained discipline of the church, agreeably
to the Word of God;

to serve the congreg‘afion as an example by his Christian conduct, and by the grace
of God to do all that is possible for him to do, within the limits of his calling, for the
upbuilding of our congregation and for the general advancement of the kingdom of Christ.

Il prter i Rl ashre Shoschts vt o WL L - e idnean

(3[10{.@4&1., B, /}4'_@_( 2 ‘-/&—{;Vv-.

On the other hand, we obligate ourselves to receive our pastor-elect as a
minister of Jesus Christ, to accord him the lionor, love, and obedience which we owe
him as such according to the Word of God, and to support his ministrations among us

with our diligent and faithful prayers;

to render the discharge of his duties easy for him by cordial one-mindeduess and
willing readiness, by our peaceable conduct, and in every other way possible;

to provide for his deceut maintenance according to our ability, aud to that end pay

CONCORDLA PUNLISIHING HOUSE, 8T, LOUIS, Mo, PRINTED IN U, 8B, A,
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Sac City,Iowa
Sept.7,1943

To the Members of St.John's Lutheran Congregation
~and -
The Reverend S.W. Becker,M.A.
Ireton, Iowa.

Reverend and Dear Sir:

You are herewith receiving the solemn call of St.Faul's
Iutheran Congregation,Sac City,Iows.

e have prayerfully considered our determination to call
a pastor,es well as the choice we have made this day,asking God
to grant us FHis guidance and the required wisdom. Acting in the
exercise of the authority with which Christ has vested the local
congregstion,we have this day unanimously elected you to sexrve as
our pastor.

At the same time we ask for our sister-congregation,St.
John's Lutheran Church at Ireton,Iowsa,whose pastor we have called
in this meeting,the same divine guidance,and we cordielly and fre-
ternally appeal to the membership of St.John's Lutheran Church,
Ireton, Iowa,to grant you a peaceful release for the following reasons:

1) Our church is loceted in a city of 3165 inhsbitents,
thus affording greater mission opportunities;

2) Our present membership numbers 205 souls,118 communicants,
and 27 voting members. Then we bezr in mind that some four years sgo
our records revealed but only 56 soulg belonging t¢ the church and
now see and realize the growth of this our church we can say that
our field is ripe unte the hervest of even greater numbers.Ve feel
that your pastor is very capable tc carry on this work in this larger
field. ' ' _

3) Qur Sundsy school numbers some 60 pupils.Ve gliohave a Ladies
A2id society,a Men's club and a Walther League society, ell these in
need of spiritual guidance snd leadership.

4) Besides the church,just recently built,our congregation also
ovms & nire room parsonage fully equipped with furnace and hot water
hester. The parscnage is located one bleck south of the church. Thus
we offer suiteble living guarters for the pastor elect end his family.

' 5) The opportunities for missicn-work are truly great here in
Sac City and we feel zafe in saying that under the blessings of God
our congregeticn should becocme a self-supporting,flourishing congrega-
tion within two or three vears. Atyour pastor has been called to do
this work.

Thus we have set forth unto you our circumstences,our needs,and
our prospects. Te hope that these reascns will comstrein your congre-
getion at Ireton to grant you a pesceful release,and as we extend this
call to you,ws asl Ghat God might convince you of ifs divinity and that
you accept the sceame.

Upon notificatiocn of your acceptance of this our call, the men-
ters of St.Faul's Lutheran Congregation,Sac City,Iowa,will meke the
necessary arrangerents for the transportaticn of your household effects
to the parsonage in Sac City.

With all cordiel good wishes,we remain

St.Faul's Luthersn Congregation,sac City,
Towa
Signed this 7th. day of September,1943
by: JCed. & @ il

Reveled. Pritu, Vacaney Pastor.

GS M#wﬂ. ﬁ&wtﬂl.u &,ﬁu. ’!i-t cce ol



Ak TRV TAXSTOY L TAYS /8Y5T8 AT A AT OYITAV AT TAYa (A LTAYI TV TAY: WAMWMMMMWWWWFQYMWH??%Y T TAYITATLAYI[AYITOYoIaY: 2
\M@WWWWWW@@@M@W@W@WW@W@WW
jw,\v,qm» BB OROT R T LY SIS PSS NS GBS AV G VUL SIS PO RLSLGL AR
®
~s‘

35

AR

..q
-((

§- Diploma of Vocation.

X TAXL7RX Y. TOXLTAYsT AT TAX

} In the name of the Holy Trinity, God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
2 :3 Having called upon the Lord, our God, for guidance, and in the exercise of the
8 authority with which He has vested His Church on earth, we, the
Q1§ B} : ,
NG @?/@/W&/ Evangelical Lutheran Congregation,
Ql 2 | '
E :i of.. @/Zﬁ/ M ,

8 0
8  in lawful meeting assembled on. \J/ / 7,/77‘-?, have decided to call

%

§ K| a pastor, who is to preach to us and have the care of our souls. We have elected to this
‘: § ;{: sacred office

d
§
N
N
9
)
N
9
9
N
%
§

2 Pursuant to this election, which was held in the fear of God, and with due observance

K & |E :
e % of the order laid down by Him, we herewith extend to our pastor-elect this

: | SOLEMN CALL.

We ask our pastor-elect, for Jesus' sake, to take charge of the astoral office in our
P P

4| & &

e §z congregation as speedily as practicable, and to faithfully discharge the same in all its
E % parts, in accordance with the Word of God, and so as to fulfil the detailed conditions
KIYEB!  hereinafter specified.

5 ' We pray God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ to convince our pastor-elect
by His Holy Spirit that the call which we herewith extend to him is a divine call, to
8 conduct him safely into our midst, and to bless his sacred ministrations among us, to the

D =
E: 3 glory of His name, to the salvation of ourselves and our children, and to the advancement
KISl of His glorious kingdom. Amen.

:g g(: ........
K3
51 1R
i1 S B Signed this.... /7 ................... day of....
e i‘
P e

% ;j condregatlon by the officers.
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Q We authorize and obligate our pastor-elect to proclaim to us, jointly and

'l . - . . . .

S |ES severally, the Word of God in its full truth and purity as contained in the canonical

writings of the Old and the New Testament and professed in the confessional writings
of the Lutheran Church;

to administer the Holy Sacraments in accordance with their divine institution;

to discharge toward all the members of our congregation the functions of a pastor
and curate of their souls in an evangelical manner, in particular, to visit the sick and

the dying and to admonish indifferent and erring members;

to faithfully guard the spiritual welfare of the younger members of the congregation,
in particular, to instruct our catechumens in the Word of God, as it is taught in the Small
Catechism of Doctor Martin Luther, and thus prepare them for their first communion;

to guide us in applying the divinely ordained discipline of the church, agreeably
to the Word of God;

to serve the congregation as an example by his Christian conduct, and by the grace

of God to do all that is possible for him to do, within the limits of his calling, for the
upbuilding of our congregation and for the general advancement of the kingdom of Christ.

On the other hand, we obligate ourselves to receive our pastor-elect as a
minister of Jesus Christ, to accord him the homnor, love, and obedience which we owe
him as such according to the Word of God, and to support his ministrations among us

with our diligent and faithful prayers;

to render the discharge of his duties easy for him by cordial one-mindedness and
willing readiness, by our peaceable conduct, and in every other way possible;

to provide for his decent maintenance according to our ability, and to that end pay

him promptly and regularly a...ckZ?ée#22ttetly

CONCONDIA FUNLIBHING HOUSE, BT. LOUIS, MO, PIINTED IN U. B. A,
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Auburn, lova
Sept.8,1243

Tear Pastor Reclker:

Some three weels ago our congregation in Sac City upon recormendaticn
of our President =ent to us the name of one man,the Rev.l.".3cneel of
reokur and to him the call 7as sent.Te however hed received a call at
thet same time from the congregation.at Ilinger Iowa and accepted the
seme. T then wrote to Schwidder for the second time for a list.This
was lest weelk Thursday. Tuesday evening of this week came along and
the reeting was .held. Brother Ansorge was there and said we should

go shead without e list. '

Te following hrethren were .suggesteds Christiensen,Recler,Domsch,
vack and lNax Ansorge. Of the 1¢ votes cast you received 17 on ‘the
first hallot. Te did not push snyone but left the matter up 10 tre
voters to decide. T am ever cpen in all my dealings with.matters guch
es these snd hence am telling you these things.

Becker,l do s0.hope that vou will accept this call.Sac City igs a heau-~
tiful tovn.laved streets most sll cver the c¢ity slso irn front end on
the side -7 the parsonage.Cur property is in a heauntiful location two
bloeks from the newly built High Schocl. I am sendirg you a picture
0f the church.The parscnsge is very nice.Tunning ¥ ter,furnace,rot
vater heater. Tour rooms up stairs.Ped-room end bath on first Floox.
7ull basement. A1l in good repair.

Above gll there is much work tc be done here.l dare say thet 1t is

<D

el
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One of the most rromisirg missions we have in Tows Test &% the pre-

an

cent tire.T fact T would call this pEace & "natural” This congregation
ig surrounded by Iutheren Churches yet st the same time far encugh

avay a8 to not interfere with your work. The congregation conslists of
farmers,some few retired, end some tusiness men.With very little effort
others could be gained for the church. The other evening we discussed
this and I learned to ¥mow that we had some 15 adults who could be
gaired -right now. But to start such a class a penny postal card cannot
be sent out and then expect the people to come for instructions as was
done . There-.is.some’3,000.00 debts yet on the church. The housge is be-

ing paid on the pay as you go plan.

Again I urge you to accept this call,Becker. I would never tell this
to anyone if I were not convinced of it myself.The salary is #115.00
What the Board will do in your case with the extre®10/00 for car ex-
pense must be ironed out.with them.

Now should you desire further information,prlease do not hesitate to
write. , .
chould you decide to accept,your Mrs. is requested to come to Ssc

with.you ané decide. what colors she desires on the walls of kitchen

bed-room and bath. They are painted walls.lio' wall-paper. This should
be done before vou move. So we hope to see you in & week or so. Let
me know by meil wren you will te there eand I shall meet you in Sac

| Your's ss ever

TehFrite
Auburn, Towa
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September 13, 1943

Rev, S, Becker
Ireton, Iowa

Dear Brother Becker,

Received your letter today telling me that you have
been called to Sac City. It's true that Rev. Fritz proceeded without waiting
for my list, but this will hardly have a bearing on your case because the list
which eventually reached him contained your name among others. Rev., Fritz did
not inform me when the meeting was to be held, and it was because of this that
I did not get the list to him in time.

Sac City is undoubtedly one of our most promising

‘mission places, if not the most promising., It is surrounded by Lutheran congre-
gations and will be fed by them as the years pass by. Moreover, there is also
considerable mission material in this territory. The fact that there have been
no more adult confirmations is not due to lack of material,---at least that is
how I view the situation,=---but rather to a lack of intensive work. The com~-
plaint has been made, and it was made to me personally, that the former pastor
was not as active as he should have been, and that because of this many were not
being won for our church that could have been won. The former pastor admitted
this to me, and hence I have every reason to believe that there is much work to

be done in this place, I am firmly convinced that Sac City will be a self-
supporting congregation within a few years if it receives the right man.

Now as to the large subsidy that the congregation is
still receiving. As you know, the congregation is not much over five years old;
its former pastor was a candidate when he arrived here; for quite some time ser-
vices were held in the city hall;---and all this was, of course, not conducive
to establishing the best possible order., Moreover, the congregation has built a
chapel, for which it collected a considerable amount of money; it also purchased
a home on which it also expended quite a sum; and finally, the people are
probably not as wealthy as they are in other parts of our District. However, I
believe that all of this can easily be set in order when the congregation re-
ceives a new pastor. I might add that quite a few of the people in this congre-
gation are not from our circles and hence they must be handled with care.

I would like to see you accept this call even though it
would mean a sacrifice on your part. While I had other intentions in regard to
your future, it seems that the Lord wants you here in Sac City. As far as I can
see, this is a field for a young energetic man, who is willing to build and to

work for the Lord,
Wishing you God's blessings and the guidance of His
Holy Spirit for your deliberations, 1 am
Sincerely yours,

Ad. Schwidder
AdS smm



Office of the
PRESIDENT

CONCORDIA TEACHERS COLLEGE

7400 Augusta Street
RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS

In the Name of the doly Trinlty, God ths Father, God the Son,
and God the Holy Ghost. Amen,

everend Siegbert W. Becker has heen duly elected by
tors in the manner prescribed by the Constitution of
atheran Synod of Missouri, Ohic, and Other Staias
10 occupy the nosition of Professor of Religion at Concordia Teachers
College, River For st I1lincig, the undersizned extend to him 1a the
name of the 3oard of Control this

CALL

Inasmich as the Rev
the Board of Electo
the Evangellcal Luth
t
e

=

We plzige hin hereby to perform his holy office according o the Word
of God and the confessions of the Lubtheran Caurch, as stated in the

Book of Concord cof 1580, with the faithfulness which the Lord demsands
of all servents of Hig Church, according to the grace imparted to him,

and 5 zssume especially the instruction in Relizisn and such other

)
brﬁ“ches as nay be assigned to kim by the Faculty and the Board of
U.&'Jl.

3 provi e for him in temporal things according to the
tabliched Ty Synecd so that he may £il1l his office withoutb

The Lord bless abundently the going out and the coming iz of the
Reverend Sieghert W. Becker from hig present calling to that of his
future activity, so that His Neme may be hallowaed, Eiz kingdom come,
and His wlll be done for Jesus Christ, His Scnls sake. Anmen.

THE BOARD OF COWTROL OF
CONCORDIA TZACHERS COLLEGE

P. L. Kluender, Seecretary

River Forest, Illinois
July 8, 1947



CONCORDIA TEACHERS COLLEGE

7400 Augusta Street
RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS

Office of the
RESIDENT
F July 10, 1947

The Reverend Siegbert W. Becker
"603 South Twelfth
Sac City, Iowa

Dear Brother Becker:

The Board of Electors of Concordla Teachers College, River Forest, Illinois
convened on July 3, 1947, for the purpose of calling a professor in place

of Dr. Edwerd Xoehler, who has been honorably retired according to Synodical
regulations. After serious and prayeriul deliberation, God hag led the
heartg and minds of the members of this body to elect you, and our Board

of Control herewlth extends to you the appropriate call.

You are to teach in the Biblical field primarily. It is understood that,
as the personnel of the faculiy changes, or as special needs may arise,
some modifications of your teachling load may become desirable or necessary.

The teaching load assigned te youu for the coming schoolyear will bs the
following, which you mey check in our catalog ag to content. You will find
the courses listed on pages 22 to 24 of the 1947-L8 issua.

A-0, Survey of Biblical History

This course 1s glven to 21l eolleze freshmen who enter here after
doing thelr preparatory work in a sscular high school., CGraduates
of our Concordis High School or of other Lutheran high schools are
excused from this class, since it largely duplicates what they
have had in thelr junior and senior high school years.

Yo will Te acked to give this course in three divisicas, one
each guarter., The total assignment of the course will, therefore,
e one college period a day running thirough all three quarters

(vith a different group of students each quarter).

‘A-1, Introduction te the Bible

You would alge have this course in three sections, one each

quarter, with three differeat groups of students. It covers the
same general fleld as our Seminery courses in Introduction to

the Bible, but must, of course, be less technical and less detailed.

A-20. Introductory Course in Doctrine

You would have only one section of 4-20, which is really a Cabechism
course for students who have not had Lutheran high school training,
The class meets twlce 2 week during the schoolyear, with the same
grcup of students throughout,
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This complebes your present assignment of college work - 5 eriods
of A-0, 5 meriods of A-1l, and 2 merlods of A-20, a total of 12
nerinds a week throughout the schoolyear.

In additlon to your college work, you will be asked to teach one

£ Junior 3ibl.e History in the High Schoel Denartment.
This class meets three times a weelk., The meterial covered lg the
Q014 Testament. 4in you will note, thle course contains one-helf
of the content of the Survey of Bitlieczl Higtory listed abtove,
Tut muich more time i1s assigned to 1t.

Our standard teachlng load in Colleze 1g 15 clase perlods ver week plug
edditional work for She institution, Your teaching assigmment this coming
vear would figure 12/15 or 4/5 of a2 College load and approximately 3/20. of
& High School load, or somewhere in the neighborhood of 14/15 of a full
teaching load, as we comrute it.

Though you are called in the slace of Dr. XKoehler and will eventually assume

a lerge vart of his present zssignment, we hopre to be able to retain his
services for csome time. Though retired, he is carrying a full load of Senior
Doctrine {A-21 and A-22, a total of seven sections) this coming schoolyear.

It may be by next schoolyear you will be asked to tske over one or more
sections of this advanced Doctrinal work, devending on Dr. Koehler's continued
health and desire to handle a full load of work. In this case, you would be
relieved of a correszonding smount of your Biblical History or Introduction
work, .

The wish of the Board of Control and Feaculty is that you eventually assume
leadership in the Doctrinal field, and that, especially during the first years,
you prepare yourself very thoroughly for such work. As you know, the Doctrinal
study at our Semineries and Teachers Colleges is an extremely imgortant phase
of our educstional tvrogram. If this field is slighted in any way, or if the
students do not grow in Scripture knowledge, and especially in doctrinal
certainty and conviction, there is really no use conducting & teacher-training
rrogram at all.

Brethren who have observed your work have assured us that you have already
become a sound theologian and that you delight in continued study of the
Scriptures and in expounding them to others. ZFrom now on this should be your
one impor tant assignment. Fortunately, you have earned your Master's degree
with & major in Greek and & minor in Latin. The advanced Greel study which
you have done will certainly feacilitate your intercretation of the New
Testement as well as your joy in reading and studying it. The work which

you have done in Letin ought to help you with the Lutheran Confessions,
commentators, and dogmeticians of our Lutheran heritage. We pray that this
early preference of yours will be used by the Lord to build you up in knowledge
and in zeal for God's Word so that you will be an effective student, a forceful
teacher, and a courageous defender of the faith once delivered to the saints.
Dr. Koehler has held this mosition since before our institution was moved to
1ts present campus, for a veriod of over forty years, and his work has

resulted in untold blessings to our college, to the parochial school system

of the church, and to the Church at large. Mey the Lord grant you the grace

to follow in his stevus.



The Reverend Siegbert W. Beclker, Sac City, Ilowa -3
July 10, 1947

Each faculty member is asked to do addltional work for the school and for
Synod beyond hils teaching load. This work 1s assigned according to
individual ability and creference and our changing needs as we see them.
There are a number of fields of activity which are not now being proverly
taken care of. As soon as you have fit yourself into your work, your extra-
curricular activity will be arranged in consultation with you.

All of our theologically-tralned men are asked to particivate in the Chanel
Services. These services are conducted daily for a fifteen-minute period in
the middle of the morning. They generally consist of a hymn, sermonette,
prayer and benediction, but they may be varied within the time limits by

the men who conduct them, according to the wpreference of the individual. We
consider this a very lmportant part of our school's work, since it gives to
all one brief veriod a day of common worshiv and instruction. In this way
you would keep in touch with regular preaching. The attendance at our
Chagvel Services is considerably over four hundred.

The Board of Control obligates itself to provide you with the Synodically-
stipulated salary of $225.00 ner month (inclggigg your $5.00 per month
increment for service in the field, and $5.00 ver month for each child).

In addition, they provide you with a home for your family. While we have
eighteen such homes on the camcus and a number of units off cempus, we cannot
tell you at this moment which dwelling you would occupy. Eventually it is

the hove of the Board of Control to nrovide enough homes on the campus for

all regularly-called faculty members. This was the case before the umvnrecedented
expansion of our College Department made it necessary to call more professors
and engage more instructors. Due to the difficulties in the Building trades,
we have not been able to catch up with campus construction and have had to uy
homes off-camus.

The Schoolyear 1947-L8 opens September 9th at 10 A.M. The Orientation Program
for new students begins September 7th. It would be very desirable, both for
you and for the college, if you could come some weeks ahead of time so as to
become settled with your family and look over the course material that you
would be required to teach. The other vrofessors in the Religion Devartment
{Doctors Koehler, Arvelt, Klinck, Keinath, and Huegli)will be able to give

you considerable help in lining ur your work.

If there is anything unclear regarding the vosition to which you are called,

or any additional information that you would like to have, tlease do not hesitate
to write or telephone, or if you wish, come in to talk to Fresident Klinck.

If you are a Synodical delegate, you will no doubt have an opportunity to come
out to Concordia, 7400 Augusta Street,(ten miles west of the Palmer House)

during the early part of the convention.

May the Lord give you the wisdom and courage to make the decision to the best
interests of His Church. We know that you are asked to leave a blessed and
fruitful field of labor in a Christian congregation. We lknow that your members
will look uvpon your call as a calamity for them, as is nearly always the case
when men are called to serve Synod directly. We trust that when they think it
over and talk it over prayerfully, they as one unit of our Missouri Symod, will
be willing to make the sacrifice for the good of the whole Church, If it be
Godls will that you come to us, and we pray that it may, we know that the Lord
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will provide them with another faithful shepherd so that His work among them
will not suffer.

Your brethren in Christ,

Pl g

P. L. Kluender, Secretary,
Board of Control

(ot

Arthur Klinck, President
Concordia Teachers College

hw
catalog under
sevarate cover



A TRIBUTE TO DR. SIEGBERT W, BECKER

Since you, Dr. Becker, have received a Call to serve at another
school — Milwaukee Lutheran Teachers College, and

Since we hold you in high regard, we herewith wish to make it
known that

You have been a real blessing to many as a teacher of religion
and doctrine at the College. Many students and graduates have
personally expressed to some of us their gratefulness for having
had the opportunity to study under you, and some of us also have
been inspired by your instruction in class.

You have been a friend and spiritual counselor to us and to many
students and graduates.

You have been a scholar and exponent of the Holy Scriptures as
the inspired Word of God, the only truth, the source of knowledge,
and the greatest treasure,

You have witnessed eloquently to the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior
and King,

We therefore urge you to remain in our midst at Concordia Teachers
College, River Forest, and to continue your ministry here.

We know that the Lord will guide you to a decision as to where He
wants you to serve Him. We assure you of our continued prayers
for the Lord's blessing on your important labors.

Your Concordian Friends,
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cc: President M. L. Koehneke
Members of the Board of Control



CONCORDIA TEACHERS COLLEGE
7400 Augusta Street
RIVER FOREST, ILLINOIS

June 7, 1963

Dr. Siegbert W. Becker
1205 Park Drive
Melrose Park, Illinois

Dear Sig:

This letter is a confirmation of the telephone conversation which I had
with you on the night of June 4, 1963 after the Board of Control had met.

The Board passed the following resolution in connection with your Call
to Milwaukee Lutheran Teachers College:

"Since Dr. Becker has indicated that he feels he ought to accept
the Call extended to him, for the reasons he has stated, namely:

(1) His unhappiness with the doctrinal situation as he sees it
in The Lutheran Church—Missourl Synod, and

(2) His concern for the welfare and morale of this new institu-
tion in its formative years;

"Therefore Be It Resolved:

(1) That we advise Dr. Becker to accept this Call for these
reasons;
(@) To permit him to preserve his personal and professional
integrity, and

(b) To fill a need in the Kingdom for which he has profes-
sional interest, training, and experience, and

(2) That we express our readiness to grant him a peaceful dis-
missal, and

(3) That we express our sincere gratitude to him for his extended
and earnest services to the College."

If you would like to discuss this further with me before I leave for Europe
on Sunday afternoon, please feel free to call me. I shall be happy to try
my best to work this into the schedule prior to my departure.

Cordially in Christ,

Madrtin L. Koehneke
Executive Qfficer of
MLK:hw the Board of Control



Wisrnnsin Lutheran Seminary

WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD

Carl J. Lawrenz, President Heinrich J. Vogel, Bursar
OlId Testament, Symbolics Systematic Theolody, Homilelics
Paul Peters, Ph. D., Quartalschrift Armin W. Schuetze, Librarian
Old Testament, Church History Symbolics, Church History
Frederic E. Blume, Registrar Martin Albrecht, Secretary, Music Director
New Testament, Pastoral Theology Church Music, Christian Education
Gerald Hoenecke, Campus Director Wilbert R. Gawrisch
New Testament, Homiletics Systematic Theology, Homiletics

11831 N Seminary Drive 65 W
Mequon, Wisconsin 53092

February 17, 1966

Dr. Siegbert Becker
2401 N. Grant Blvd.
Milwaukee, Wis. 53210

Dear Dr. Becker,

As I promised you last evening in our telephone conversation,
I would be sending you the call as professor to our Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary this morninge.

After much prayerful consideration and a very conscientious de-
liberation, the Lord lead the Seminary Board to call you to fill
the vacancy which will exist when Dr. Paul Peters terminates his
call to the Seminary, by his resignation, at the end of the present
school year in June 1966. As the call states, you are to teach in
the field of New Testament Exegesis and Homiletics. This will

also include assisting in editing the Wisconsin Lutheran Quarterly.

Your name was submitted to the Board in the orderly procedure a-
greed upon by our church body. Your name was also supported by
Jetter and we are confident that the Lord guided the hearts and
the minds of the Board members to direct this call to you. We
called upon Him for guidance and we send this call to you with

the confidence that He will also direct you to a decision pleasing
to Him,

President Lawrenz, as well as the Chairman of the Board, Pastor
Herman Cares, and I, stand ready to answer any questions you might
have pertaining to your call.

The faculty and the Board are convinced that the Lord has given

you the gifts which should now be put to use in training the future
pastors of our Synod. This is, indeed, a very awesome responsibility.
We know, however, that the Lord never gives us an assignment greater
than our ability. He, Himself, sustains us and strengthens us, as

we well know from personal experience. '



Dr. Siegbert Becker ~2=

No definite time was set for beginning your work at the
Seminary. It was the consensus of opinion that these de=
tails could be mutually worked out with you, the Board of
Control of Milwaukee Lutheran Teachers College, and our Semi-
nary faculty and Board. The home that you and your family are
to occupy will also be determined in the light of future de-
velopments. This would depend largely on the time you would
decide to arrive at the Seminary.

Commending you to the gracious care of Him, by Whose favor we
labor, I remain, in the name of the Board of Control of our
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary

Respectfully yours,

%/\W Q. g

Adolph [C. Buenger, SecH(etary

ACB/1k

CC: Professor Carl Lawrenz
11822N Seminary Drive 65W
Mequon, Wisconsin 53092

_ Pastor Herman Cares *
2221 W. Greenfield Ave,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53204



Diploma of Yocation

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON,
AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. AMEN.

LT

Having called upon the Lord, our God for guidance, and exercising the authority which
He vested in His Church on earth, we,
THE BOARD OF CONTROL

of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary

in lawful meeting assembled on February 16, 1966 have elected

Dr. Siegbert W. Becker

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

to the sacred office of a public servant of the Word and herewith extend to him this

SOLEMN CALL

In the Name of the Triune God and by His authority we ask the person elected to

assume at this time the office of

Professor at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminarvy.

as part of the public ministry of the Church and to perform his office faithfully in all its
parts according to the Word of God and the needs of the institution to which he is called,

as hereinafter specified or indicated or as may be resolved and mutually agreed upon from

time to time.

We pray God, the Father -of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit to move this
brother to accept this call, to conduct him safely into our midst, to bless his labors among
us, to the glory of God’s holy name, the advancement of His kingdom, and the continued

welfare and the eternal salvation of many souls.



We authorize and obligate our professor:

To instruct and train the students in his charge diligently and faithfully in harmony and
in accord with the Word of God as revealed in the Canonical Books of the Old and the New
Testament and professed in the Confessional Writings of the Lutheran Church as contained
in the Book of Concord of 1580; '

To maintain Christian discipline in his work at this institution and to this end to employ

" such means as are in accord with the Holy Scriptures;

To serve the institution with an example of Christian conduct, to endeavor earnestly to
live in brotherly unity with his fellow laborers, to work under the supervision of the Board
of Control and under the direction of the head of the institution, and with God's gracious
help to do everything within the sphere of his calling that will serve the promotion of the

institution and the general advancement of the kingdom of Christ;

For the present we ask the called professor to serve in the following capacities:

Principally New Testament Exegesis and Homiletics, as well as

serving on the editorial staff of the Wisconsin Lutheran Quarterly

On the other hand, we obligate ourselves:

To receive our professor as a servant of the Word, to honor and love him as such, and

to support his work among us with our faithful assistance and diligent prayer;

To make the discharge of his duties pleasant for him, to encourage him by word and

deed, and to stand by him in the performance of his duties in true Christian love and respect:

To provide for his proper maintenance and to that end to pay him, at this time, the code

salary of $.440 per mo, in addition to _free dwelling, telephone and hospital

insurance,
THE BOARD OF CONTROL
of Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary
Signed this __Sixteenth day of __February AD._1966

by the following officers:

ST, QM@W

Chairman Secretary




St. Jolln,s Ev. Lutlleran Glun‘ch

Wisconsin Synod
BARABOO, WISCONSIN

CHURCH: CORNER EAST & 3TH STREET SCHOOL.: 533 - 5TH STREET

PASTOR'S RESIDENCE: 614 EAST STREET PRINCIPAL'S RESIDENCE: 320 - 5STH STREET

May 20, 1969

Dr. Siegbert Becker
2401 North Grant Boulevard
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53210

Dear Dr. Becker:

Under the Holy Spirit's guidance the Board of Control of
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary was directed to extend to
you the Call to become the tenth professor at our
Seminary, with the teaching assignment of New Testament
and Church History.

We have every confidence that the Lord has given you the
talents necessary for the teaching areas designated, and
that He has supplied you with a spirit of dedication and
devotion to Christ and His Word of Truth that will en-
courage and inspire the future pastors of our Synod.

May the same Holy Spirit, who guided us in our deliber-
ations, guide and direct you in your consideration of the
Lord's Call to serve Him at our Wisconsin Lutheran

Seminarye.

Wishing you the Lord's blessing in your deliherations, I

remain,

& K
Emil G. Toepel, Sécretary

614 East Street
Baraboo, Wisconsin 53913

P.5., Please feel free to discuss the details of this
Call more fully with Professor Lawrenz.

EGT:vd



Diploma of Yocation

IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON,
AND OF THE HOLY GHOST. AMEN.
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Having called upon the Lord, our God for guidance, and exercising the authority which
He vested in His Church on earth, we,

THE BOARD OF CONTROL

of Wiscansin lLutheran Seminary

in lawful meeting assembled on May 19, 1363 have elected

Dr. Siegbert W. Becker

Milwaukee, Wisconsin

to the sacred office of a public servant of the Word and herewith extend to him this

SOLEMN CALL

In the Name of the Triune God and by His authority we ask the person elected to

assume at this time the office of

Professor at Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary

as part of the public ministry of the Church and to perform his office faithfully in all its
parts according to the Word of God and the needs of the institution to which he is called,
as hereinafter specified or indicated or as may be resolved and mutually agreed upon from

time to time.

We pray God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit to move this
brother to accept this call, to conduct him safely into our midst, to bless his labors among
us, to the glory of God’s holy name, the advancement of His kingdom, and the continued

welfare and the eternal salvation of many souls.



We authorize and obligate our professor:

To instruct and train the students in his charge diligently and faithfully in harmony and
in accord with the Word of God as revealed in the Canonical Books of the Old and the New
Testament and professed in the Confessional Writings of the Lutheran Church as contained

in the Book of Concord of 1580;

To maintain Christian discipline in his work at this institution and to this end to employ

such means as are in accord with the Holy Scriptures;

To serve the institution with an example of Christian conduct, to endeavor earnestly to
live in brotherly unity with his fellow laborers, to work under the supervision of the Board
of Control and under the direction of the head of the institution, and with God’s gracious
help to do everything within the sphere of his calling that will serve the promotion of the

institution and the general advancement of the kingdom of Christ;

For the present we ask the called professor to serve in the following capacities:

Professor of New Testament and Church History

On the other hand, we obligate ourselves:

To receive our professor as a servant of the Word, to honor and love him as ‘such, and

to support his work among us with our faithful assistance and diligent prayer;

To make the discharge of his duties pleasant for him, to encourage him by word and

deed, and to stand by him in the performance of his duties in true Christian love and respect:

To provide for his proper maintenance and to that end to pay him, at this time, the code

salary of § 5,880.00 , in addition to _& home, telephone, and full bhospitsl-

ization insurance under Synod's plan.

THE BOARD OF CONTROL

of _Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary

Signed this ___nineteenth day of May ,AD. 1963

by the Aollowing officers: R . .
;40« 5 Vs E 257 Zofﬁ/
| /

Chairman Secretary
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Allen, Professor of Old Testament
and Preaching, Western Conserva-
tive Baptist Seminary, Portland,
Oregon. Mrs. Rosemary Jensen,
Director, Bible Study Fellowship,
San Antonio, Texas, will speak on
““Communicating The Scriptures
Publicly In a Church Context.
Immediately following the con-
ference of the International Council
On Riblical Inerrancy, the Fellow-
ship of Evangelical Lutheran Laity
and Pastors (FELLP) will hold its
first national convention in the Min-

Dr. Kurt Marquart in Em;
Fort Wayne Seminary Office

_Professor to speak on ‘‘Historical
Perspective on Biblical Inerrancy.”

7:00 p.m. and nonﬁ:&zm[ma 9:00 on )

Saturday, September 29.

FELLP’s August Newsletter an-
nouncing the convention says that
“A growing number of major con-
cerns must be resolved before the
new church becomes a reality. Such

_concerns include the autherity of

scripture, Biblical inerrancy, con-
gregational control over its own
affairs, ownership of church pro-
perty, liberation theology, adminis-

“trative structure, church renewal,

social issues and issues of ethics.
The theme of the convention is
“Father Make Us One — One in
Faith — One in Doctrine — One in
Love.”” Keynote speakers include

- Mr. Franky Schaeffer, Rev. Gor-

don Thorpe, Dr. Ralph Quere, Dr.
Ben Johnson and Rev. Paul Swed-
berg. Presenters are Rev. James
Minor, Dr. Robert Jensen, Rev.
Gordon Thorpe, Rev. Robert Ross,
“Rev. Morris Vaagness Jr., Dr. Ben
Johnson, and Rev. Irven Zm_mo?
Rev. Paul Swedberg, Chairman
of FELLP says that ‘““The purpose
of the First National Convention of
the Fellowship of Evangelical
Lutheran Laity and Pastors is to
provide an instrument of mutual in-
spiration and support within the

A M ALEF AL ASMEIVAE ) ATAKAARANAIV ALY AUNSX Ae

Moss is pastor of Grace Church
Deephaven, Waysata, Minnesota.
Thorpe is pastor of Grace Lutheran
Church, Eau Clair, Wisconsin and a
member of the Commission for a
New Lutheran Church. Vaagness, a
prominent leader in the charismatic
movement, .is pastor of North
Heights - Lutheran Church, ALC,
Roseville, Minnesota. Johnson is
pastor of Salem Lutheran Church,
St. Cloud, Minnesota and chairman
of Friends for Biblical Lutheran-
ism. Nelson is. pastor of Bethel
Lutheran, LCA, North Minneapolis,
Minnesota, and Jensen, is a medical
doctor from San Antonia, Texas,
and a FELLP Board Member.
Unlike some former ALC and
LCA conservatives, who have left

"the ALC and LCA, FELLP is urg-

ing its members to remain within
the New Lutheran Church and to
actively participate in its forma-
tion. Those who have left contend
that many of the 70 member Com-
mission For A New Lutheran
Church reject basic doctrines of
historic Christianity. The cominis-
sion includes outspoken defenders
of abortion and homosexuality.
Conservatives claim that, while not
Continued on Page 27

liberation theologians, and sends
missionaries to work with the poor
of the region.

Issued by the Congregation for
the Doctrine of the Faith, the 36-
page document warns’ priests,

Tuil, peopie will view 1L ad a cuiis
demnation of the movement. But it
is not a condemnation. It is a warn--
ing to those who are not following
the best traditions of :cﬁ.w:o:

Continued on Page 15~

' 300 Conservative Christian Leaders Meet in Denver

Evangelicals Make Plans
For “Position Statements”

Denver, August 25, 1984

The Continental Congress on the
Christian World View Met in
Denver. Colorado, August 22-25 with
about 300 invited participants to
draw up Christian ‘‘Position State-
ments’’ for the Evangelical Chris-
tian Community committed to the
authority of the Bible as seen
through Biblical inerrancy.

The conference was not open to
the news media. One prominent
religion writer for a major
newsweekly was denied admittance
to the sessions. No news releases
were issued. ,

‘The Steering Committee of the -

Coalition on Revival, which spon-
sored the event, plan major public
statements from an evangelical
perspective and meetings open to
the mass media on July 22-25, 1985
in Dallas Texas. The public state-
ments written in preliminary draft

at Denver will be reviewed in the

spring of 1985 at regional con-
ferences tentatively scheduled for
San Francisco, Los Angeles/Orange
County, Seattle, . Denver, - Dallas,

- Chicago, >:m=8 and Emm::ﬁaoz
D.C. -

The Social Action mSntmuﬁ are
_in the process of being drawn up by

B

ery

By Rev. Phillip Giessler,
Executive Secretary,

pecia

Luther that our age has known.-
His understanding of Paul’s epistles and doctrinal concepts

ervanit Called fo _,mm.wn_..t.m.il,“

Apostle Paul and of Ma.~

Teachers College— River Forest: His students fill c
from one end of the Missouri Synod’

. Continued on Page 13

_m.mm_.nm.am. .
s day school system to the

An American qub.m_wnou

Christ’s Kingdom of Grace lost one of her truly great ser-
vants this past Saturday (September 1). Dr. Siegbert Becker
(1914-84) was called home to heaven after a very painful,
though short, bout with cancer. To Helen, his wife, and their
five grown children go our prayers and sense of loss as we
bow to Him who is our _.mmc_.qmnﬁos noEmoT — JESUS the
CHRIST.

Like Paul and Luther

Those of us who have been Dr. Becker’s students, both in .

the Missouri and Wisconsin Synods, well know the abundance
of talents loaned by the Holy Spirit to this picked servant.
Many of us sat at his feet overawed by the depth of Bible
knowledge present in his photographic recall. Bible passages
and references rolled off his tongue in any situation, whether
in time of theological debate or need for spiritual comfort.
Certain of his students and colleagues were well aware that
Becker possibly represented the very best combination of the

. made him a master of the three sola’s and of Justification,

etc. And coupled with Luther’s intensity, conviction, and
teaching ability, the Gospel first brought to light in the New
Testament and then rediscovered by the Reformation con-
tinued to live in Becker’s classrooms and pulpits — in spite of
the nonclarity which dominates so much of modern day
preaching and teaching.

But Becker's students also saw an maa_:osm_ quality not al-
ways present in the personality of a strong, doctrinal warrior

— namely, humility. His was the attitude of Christ as de-

scribed in Philippians 2, a servant’s atittude. No question in
his classroom was ever thought foolish but always received a
Eo_,ozm: kind, and fair answer.
His Career
Becker received his college education at Concordia College

— St. Paul, Concordia Seminary — St. Louis, the University .

of Chicago, and the Northern Baptist Theological ma:&:w_.w.
He served parishes (LC-MS) in three different towns in Iowa
from 193847, EE then received a call to Smo: at Concordia

R d T e e

other. Along with Edward W. A. Koehler, Becker has had as
much influence as any over the sound SwEEﬁ o». 855: 8.
grade school and high school students.” o :

During the doctrinal difficulties of the 1960’s and mm..q 70’s,
Becker was a strong vocal opponent of the higher-critical ap-
proach to the interpretation of Scripture. These convictions
moved him to leave the Missouri Synod already in 1963 and to
join the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS).
Missouri’s loss was Wisconsin’s gain. From 1963-69 Becker
continued to train parochial teachers at Milwaukee Lutheran
Teacher’s College. Then in 1969 he received a call to join the
faculty of the Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary. He 892& from
that position this past June.

A Communicator Par Excellence
On the pages of Scripture the Apostle Paul was given about
every gift available for any ministry. It seemed to be the
same with Dr. Becker. He_ was a master of the Q_.Q* Zmﬁ
Continued on Page 22
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HE IS RISEN!

Christ, our Lord, is risen indeed;
Conquered is the serpent's seeéd;
A1l his power is lost forever,
Satan now can harm us never,

Christ, our Lord, is risen 1indded;
From all sins He now has freed
A1l the sin-cursed sons of men.

We may hope for heaven again.

Christ, our Lord, is risen indeed;
And fulfills our deepest need;

For He rose us all to save

From the power of the grave.

A1l your heartfelt songs of praise
To the risen Christ now raise;-
Loud proclaim this joyous word,
Risen is the Christ, our Lord,.

And when ends this present age
Winere the storms of sorrow rage,
With the risen Ghrist may we
Rise and live etcrnallye.

Wt s , \AI..IHA\
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THE MESSENGER

oF .

ST. JOHN'S LUTHERaN CHURCH,

IRETON, IOWA.
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Victory! .

There is a victory which overcomes

The world, a victory which never fails,

A victory which stands secure, though we

May fall. It is the victory we won

When God’s own Son did take our place in death
And hell and paid the penalty in full

For every fall and every sin and wrong

That we have done.

He died for us, and on His head fell all

The wrath of God, and for His sake our God
Doth now declare us just and free from all
The guilt and punishment that ought to rest
Upon our souls. Our God has justified,

And who shall now lay aught unto our charge?
As sinners still, we yet stand free of guilt

Before the throne of God.

R T R R A A < ot 1L ¢

Besides all this, the Son of God, who sits

At God’s right hand, doth plead and pray for us,
That we may rise again from every fall,

That we may be forgiven when we sin,

And that our faith may nowise, never fail.

No matter, then, how deep our fall may be
And how severe our sin, His grace and love

Are always greater still.

The victory we win in Him is not alone

A conquest over sin, but life and death, and all
The ills they bring, are swallowed up within

The largeness of His love, which knows no end.
And tribulation and our heart’s distress,

And persecution’s bitter pangs beside,

And famine, peril, sword, and nakedness

Are powerless to take His love from us.

He died for us and also rose again,

And nothing in this wide, vast world of ours.
il Can ever alter that. We stand beneath

il His cross, and there we know He always loves
Us still, though we are weak and fall.

This is the faith that overcomes the world,

The faith which knows that God gave up His Son

To death for us, that God’s own Child did love

Us to the cross and spread His loving arms

Upon the cursed tree, that all mankind

Might find a refuge there, and peace and joy

Within those outstretched arms, where men will find
Forgiveness and the Father’s love.

This is the faith that overcomes the world.
Lord, give us such a faith, we humbly pray,
For Jesus’ sake.

River Forest, HI. SIEGBERT W. BECKER

(234) THE LUTHERAN WITNFSS
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Briefs

At the end of May the Committee on
the Assignment of Calls met at Wiscon-
sin Lutheran Seminary and at the be-
ginning of June. at Dr. Martin Luther
College to assign the candidates to
their first positions in the pastoral and
teaching ministries of our Synod. Mem-
bers of the Committee on the Assign-
ment of Calls are the presidents of the
ten districts of the Synod and the presi-
dents of the Synod’s educational insti-
tutions. The latter are advisory mem-
bers.

For the graduates those are the
hours when the Lord answers questions
such as these: Where will 1 begin my
ministry? Where is the Lord sending
me? All of them have already said,

» Fdiior

“Here am I; send me.” Now they are
waiting for the Lord to say the word.
One thing they know for sure: they will
be going to their assigned charges to
proclaim and teach the saving Word of
Christ. It is with that conviction that
they assemble in a worship service to
receive their assignments.

Dr. Siegbert W. Becker of the Wis- T

consin Lutheran Seminary faculty this
year wrote a special hymn for the occa-
sion. We would like to share it with you.
It is sung according to the tune “Herr
Jesu Christ, dich zu uns wend” (No. 3
in TLH). May the spirit of this hymn
fill the hearts of our new pastors and

teachers as they enter their fields of .

service!

194

“A Good Soldier of Jesus Christ” (2 Tim. 2:3)

With worlds to conquer, wars to win,
Strong blows to strike against all sin,
We stand before Thy throne, O Lord,
Our sword Thy sure unerring Word.

Thy grace shall be our only theme,

Thy blood, which did the world redeem,

Shall be our weapon in the fight

To fill the darkness with Thy light.

Bestow Thy Spirit now we pray; B
His wisdom light our heavenward way,

His understanding fill our heart

His might and counsel, Lord, impart.

His knowledge be our guide and stay
As we proclaim Thy saving way.
Teach us no one but Thee to fear;
No foe can harm if Thou be near.

Bless Thou the task we undertake
As we go forth for Jesus’ sake
With shepherd’s care for dying men
To bid the hopeless hope again.

Be with us, Lord, throughout our life,

Through wind and wave, through storm and strife;
And when at last our course is run,

O let us hear Thy praise: “Well done!”



Siegbert Becker 1961

A Kine Gors Forrs

. Mel.: Harold Rohlfing 1961
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That dying man might live thereby;
The third day He will rise again
To justify all fallen men.

S. Becker H. RoBlfing
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1. A King goes forth a cross to bear, A cru -el crown of thorns to wear,
2. The King goes forth to bear a cross, The Lord of all +to suf - fer loss
3. For wus this glo-rious work was done; For us it has sal- va tion won.
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"In bit- ter grief to bow His head, His ho - H%.ﬁwmolHosm blood to shed.
The Son of God,~ past mor-tal ken,- To meet the mock-er -y of men.,
These woe-ful wounds He car-ries here That we may share His glo-ry there.
L. The mighty God is bound that we Jesus, Redeemer, Savior, Friend,
From every bondage may be free. Thy love knows neither bound nor end.
Widespread His arms the cross-beams hold Within our heart Thy love shall live
That they may all mankind enfold. All comfort, peace, and joy to give.
we ]
5. The living Lord descends to die Thy love in hymns of praise &% sing

While owning Thee our heavenly King. .
For this Thy love our God and Lord,

“Be now and evermore adored.



