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A 1ot has been writien about John Christian Prederdck Heyer, And

this is to be expected, A

ing
hig Hime between the old fay easgt and the infant, wild frontier of the

bing material,

wesh, provides an inexhausbible pool ol wa

S

3 f

will vegtrict itself to his misslon efforts in Minnemols, spoaning

made its way into Minneaota when the Rev. W,
Wiem_@xgﬁ ized a Tutheran congregabion in St. Paul in 1855, His fivst
services were conducted in Cerman on July 27a This wag the old Trini’
congregation located on Wabashe Street, Shortly after this, Pastor
Wier accepted a call elsewhere, This left the infant congregation
without a pastor.

‘Zn 1856, the Rev, Dr. William Pagsavant visited the 8t, Paul area.
Pagsavant, who was from Pennsylvania and the editor of "The Mis slonaxy,”
persuaded the Bast Pemngylvania Synod on Oct. 5, 1857, to appropriate
$500 for uhe gupport of an Fnglish Lutheran mission in St. Paul. Passa=
vant also persusded the Synod that Heyer was the man for the job, Two
weeks later, Heyer, who had just returned from India, was on hig way,

Heyer was 64 years old when he arvived in 5t. Paul on Nov, 16, 1857,
He was eager t0 begin his work and immediately set oul to establish
gome contacts, The old Trinilty congregation had practically disappeared
without a trace. The members of this young congregation had “all
dispersed wnder the blows of the financial panic of i857@“1

But Heyer was not discouraged. IHe immediately sel out to gather

1t 2l an] Y,
calking Lutherans in 3t, Paul, e

together the Bngl

1ize o Tubtheran congregation amnong

=)

to this area to ory
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gpealking settlers, Againg he ran into problems, He could Lind practi-
cally no Bnglishegpeaking Lutherans in St. Paul. With this avenue
blocked, Heyer concentrated on the German-speaking Lutheran

helding German services, His firslt sexvices were attended by from 30
to 50 people., But by Chrisimas Day, 1657, there were 100 people in

attendances "It was a blessed Christmss in Heyer's esltimabion, and

the congrega

e
u

goon thereaflter ion was incoxporated as Trinity Bvangelical

s
Lutheran Church,™™
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By Feb, 858, the congregation had purchased a

lot at Tenth and Wabasha for $71,500, The lot was in an excellent loca-

tion near the new state Capitol.

During this relatively short period of time, the congregation grew

N

rapidly. In March of 1858, while the congregation wag still holding

services in the courthouse, there weve from 50 to 60 people in attendance

°

for the morning BEnglish sexrvice and from 100 to 200 for the afternoon

German service,

Because of this encouraging growth, Heyer decided to go back Bast

to raise money for a church building., He was only half as successful

ags he had hoped to be., He managed to collect enough money to build a

£

G

hasement. Bubt at last the congregation had a place of lts own to wors

ship in. The first services were held in the newly constructed base-

ment on Octe. 17, 1858, Within two months, the communicant membership

reached 100,
He began

Heyer wag also concerned about educating the children,

gome children, Since the comm

parochial school and enrvolled Tifty

cant memberghip of his congregation

German=speaking peonle, he found it

", Theodore Bachmann., They Called

was made up of both Tnglish and

necessary also to teach both
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Inglish and the Gemmanegpeski

“As more Lutheren setblers ponred inko Minnesota,

Heyer received

ok Jny ~
thene

the needs thsb

of Imth

The followlng year, from May to

‘again back in the Dast ralsing more
goal was to collect enocugh money to

He mangged to collect the gum of $1,200,

$1,000

He
he never veed
vears, sbazrii

£
o

$10 a year for tobacco, this amounted
s saved because he had never used liquor, thus saving anothexr
& _

o bring

DB,

sxplained to the members
tobacco.
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1w childreen in their respective

the more requesths
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fromn God's Word,

Heyer

recognizned

repre made an efford to serve thew.

oo dn Scobt County, sixby mi

2d Heyer to come and visit them in

[

ficults one, everaging under

e aih
s worth the effort, Heyer was
November of 1860, found Heyer once

money Lor Trinlty congregation,

The
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iah the rest of the church bu

n

To this sum, Heyer added

of hig oun monNey.

that §500
He figured he
age when others

was money saved becauge

could have smoked for 50
began to use tobacco. A
to $500, The other $500

The main reason for the rapid growth at Trinity was lwmigrants.

But by 1860 the number of immigrants arriving in St, Paul took a dragtic

drop, As a wesult, Tri
Heyer had worked havd,

112 and had confi

But bhefore leaving,

without a shepherd. e

tion as his successon,

rimed 23,

ity in 8t, Paul showed no decided increase, DBut
Trom Hov. 1859 through lov, 1861, he had baptized
nd now he felt that it was time o move on,
Hever saw to it that PTrinity would not be left

recommended George Fachtmann to the congrega-

Tachtmann was the pastor of the Luther

church

“pdolph Ackermznn, "'Pioneer Pastor and Lutheran Missionarys J.C.F
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at LaCrosse, Wisconsin, Heyer resigned his call in May, 1862, euplaine

ing to the peopl

that now "with God's help I have atltained the obje

i

tive for my coming to St. Paul, namely, to gather a congregation and
N s ; . - . . . ;
to build a church.®” On July 13, 1862, George Fachtmanm was insbtalled

2s the new pastor at 7 on hand to preach the sermon.

n

Heyer had it in the back of hig mind that he would now retire.

4 o

Aftewall, he was 69 years old, and the frontier was not exactly an office
Jobe Bub this was nobt %o be.  Lutheran settlers continued to ask fox

o

pagtoral care, Heyer felt compe!

d to do what he could. During the
sumner of 1862, Heyer made plens to make a migsionary tour of the newly
settled areas of Minnesota.

Before he departed on this tour, he spent some time in Red Wing,
Ste Jolm's had just recently been organized and he sexved the congre=
gation throughout the latbter part of the summer. On his last Sunday
there, Heyer communed 34 and baptized 3. Again, Heyer saw to it that
this flock would be taken care of, He arranged for the Rev. Eric
Noreliuvs, who was the Swedish pastor in Red Wing, to watch over the
congregation.

With this taken care of, Hever prepared for his tour,

e stocked his covered mission wagon with supplies, and made

friends with the blind horse vwhich was to pull him over the

trail. These blind howses were rightly dubbed ?old plugs,®

Gircuit viders preferved them because they shied less and

obeyed their driver's weins better in precarious situations,

guch ag the fording of a stream or the crossing of a shaky

bridge. To many a homg miggionary his blind howrse was a perfect
illugtration of faith,”

On Thursday, Sept. 11, 1862, Heyer left on hig tour, This tour

took him to such places as Cannon falls, Horthfield, Dundas, Brush

A . ] . . ‘
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Praivie, Bhast Prairie, Owabtonns, Rochester, Marion, Chatfield, Hamilton,
and Caledonia. By late Ocltober 1862, Heyer returned to Red Wing.

-

Heyer remained in Red Wing for only two monthg, Duoring this time

he made plens to vislt the areas in the northeast, north along the Mis

isgippl River to S$tillwalter and farther on,

It was the dead of wintewr,
late and gray over Red Wing,
complexion, hawkeayed @nﬂ 63@‘
and wound up
good=by g hig
him off,

day of December dawmed
nrpe, 1ittle man of wuddy
Gacedﬂ wearing a beaver cap,
and buffalo robe, bade
d around the wagon 4o see

V"ﬁt““"

Heyer moved slowly from one setitlement to another along the west

bank of the Mississippi. By the end of Jan, 1863, he reached Stille

waﬁ@r@ From there he moved on to Wyoming, Centerville, and Columbus.

A typical visit on this tour by Heyer consisted in staying in the home
of one of the Lutheran families, Using this as a base, he would gpend
several days visiting with the Lutheran settiers in the avea, Then,
on Sunday, he would conduct a service and move Ohe

After he finished his work in Columbusg, Heyer headed back toward
Red Wing., He got as far as St. Paul, where he had a short visit in
the middle of Ieb., and then headed into the ares north and west of
Minneapolis, into the Crow River area, Then on to Monticello,

Heyer was now on the last leg of his tour, which nearly ended in
tragedy,

The old missioner was urging his nag over a frozen lake about

ten miles from Hastings, It was near the middle of March, and

the ice was begimming to break up. s he neared the opposite

shore there was a gickening crash, Hisg horse had broken

through the ice! Tn the contortion the shafts ripy from the
wagon and the horge gettler fummed out

el ut,
another crash resounded, as his wagon went throug hé It getiled
in about three feet of water. There was no use 1 :

on its sgide. As Heyer

jal
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but fortunately the water was shallow, 8o the old missione
back over a mile to the nearvest farmhouse, Here he
fnothing bub women and children, and they, of course,

were not avallable.,' At the next house he gobt help., The good

. of the I evb%,4d9 and then both together extris-
ing nag, While the man repaired the shalts, Heyer

O 4

help,

axercigad horse to keep it from freesi mgg After two hour's
delay, he on hiw?WPy again, "Thankivl to the good Lowd that
[ had been rescued,

»

The Spring of 1863 saw UHeyer's mission tours in the Minnesobs area

come to an end., He was pushing 70 am@ dg ?red 10 rest, He returned

Yo Somerset where he bullt a cottage and there he lived with his
davghter and two grandchildren,

But Heyer was to maeke several short trips to Minnesota duving the
next several years, In Aug. of 186%, there was a congregational dige—
pute which called for his atlention, Then in 1866, New Ulm, which Heyer

nsidered a very fertile mission field, needed his services, He worked

there until June 17, 1866, when a new brick church was dedicated,

et

Heyer mede his last trip to Minnesota in 1867 for the Synod conven-
$ion in mid=June, Tor the vemsinder of that summer, he remained in
St. Paul where he served Trinity congregation while George Pachtmann
went on a home missionary tour of his owun. The time finelly came fox
Heyer to bid farewell to Minnesote for the final time.

Tt was autumn, 1867, and he bade farvewell for the last time fo

this capbivating territory. In November, just ten years after

hig first arvival, he departed., Accompanied by hiouloyal friend,

Fachtmann, the two set out for Forld Wayne, Indiana.

John Christian Irederick Heyer was T4 years old when he left Minn-
esota for the last time, AL an age, when most men are getbttling into a
comfortable retirement, Hever was zealously going about the work he

dearly loved, His work, vhich may have seemed insignificant at the

rer
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e
time, laid a foundation for a solid Lutheran foothold in Minnesota,
The story of Heyer in IMinnesoba, twuly is an inspiring story for

Cany wouldebe missionary,
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