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INENT OF THZ LUTEERAN CHURCH IN NIGERIA
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GENERAL BACEKGRCUNID:

The first Christian organization that game into the Calabar
Province ( now the Hea dguarters of South Bastern State) was the
Prebyterian Church of Scotland. This Church group came out as
early as in 1846, The Star among the first missionaries was Hiss
Mary Hitchell Slessor. Wnile the men concentrated their activities
around the Calabar town, she crossed the river by canoce, moved %o
the Western Part of Calabar, and performed her evangelistic

activities among the tribes in the interior part of Calabar along
the Crosg River.

The Iie

Tr

thodist lMission arrived later. The Hethodist Kission
performed her gervices on the mainland, while the Pre sbyterlq
mission confined her services to the Cross River creeks. Th
Headguarters of the Methodist mission was at Ikot El{penec She also
extended her services to Ituk libang and Owon, but was very slow in

her mission activities.

In 1887, lr. Wills came to Ibuno in Eket Division. This man
was not a pastor, but a carpenter. Other men slso came with him.
Some of these men were farmers and some traders. They came to
Ibuno through the Qua Iboe river. When they arrived, they found

o
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out that the inhabitants of this area were without Christ
Gospel., They felt it a duty to bring Christ to these people.

hey opened preaching stations, trained these men, and brought
h
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to the knowledge of their Lord and Saviour. Since these men
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nottrained as pastors, their teachingg was very shallow,

-3

hey invented a code of laws which they forced the people to
follow. In short, theirs was a religion of awork righiteousness™,
From Ibuno they travelled to HNdiya, Etinan, and Itam. Where~ever
they went, they established preaching stations. They also opened
a gchool at Btinang . Mr. Jonathan Ekong is a product of that
school.

After his education, Mr. Ekong was employed as a catechigt in
the Qua Iboe llission. He served as a catechist for many years. As
the Qua Iboe mission was not interested in the field of education,
the people of Ibesikpo Ffelt that this was not the right mission

with which they would happily affiliate. After series of meetings,

oLe \/—~



Ibhesikpo decided to dend

America for the purpnose of studying

sntroduce them to a2 miegsion that will take active

bt

in teaching the word of God in its truth and purity,
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Schweppe was labouring

were decllined. On July 3, 1938, lr. Jonathan Ikong completed his
theological studies in the Immanuel College at Greensbhoro. He was
ordained at Chicago and commissioned to serve as a migsionary among

his people.

In September &8, 1938 Rev. Jonathan Fkong arrived in Wigeria., He
worked amongy the Anneng people. He also assisted Rev. Schweppe as
much as he could. Two other calls were extended to Rev. Justus
Eretzmann of Orange, Hew Jersey, and Miss Christine Rapiler of
Kansas Cigy, Missouri. Both accepted the calls. On May 19, 1939,

oL

Rev. Kretzmann and his wife, and Miss Rapier left for Higeria.

GIRLS SCHOOL: On May 27, 1939, the Lutheran Girls School was
fficially opened with an initial enrollment of 18 students. liss

Christine Rapiler was the first Principal.

LUTHERAN SENINARY: The Lutheran Seminary was opened in January
19%9, and was conducted in Rev. Schweppe's home. This was discontinued
in 1940 because there were not enough students.

BOECLER NEMORIAL SCEOOL: This school was formerly called Ibesikpo
United School. Vhen the information reached the brethren in Higeria
that Rev. Boecler, who came with Dr. Hau and Rev. Albrecht developed
a sickness on his return from Nigeria, and died, the mname of the
scho@l was changed *¥ks to DBoecler flemorial. This was the largest
Tutheran Schocl at that time. In 1939, the school had an enrollment

of 269 students.

:GhOOwo. In 1940, the Lutheran Mission opened many schools. As a
mAtter of fact, the impabt that the ILutheran Mission made in

Wigeria on the field of education is great.Before the advent of the
Tutheran Wission in Nigeria, the progress in the field of education
was too slow. Every other denomination, either old or new, came to
copy the Tutheran Mission on her educational policy.

SYNOD: In 1949, the Wigerian Synod was formed. The President of this
Synod was our former field Suﬁ?im%endent, Rev., William Schweppe.

¢ was the first Secretary, and Rev. Krebzmann was the

Tt

Mr, Ete Fran

first Treasurer of the Synod. The Synod had her Board of Directors
which met once every month. The annual convention, which was called
AQUA ESOP, usually met in Januvary.

TNTERPRETERS: Since the migsionaries could not communicate directly
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interpreter. These interpreters were to go withthe Lﬁ anywhere e
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- which would like to come out and work among them.

As Telse doctrine and practice continued to grow in the ELCH day

o - " ¢ on & \ e o -
after day, Abalt people decided to b away from the ELCN. In 1969

they conducted series of meetings and finally resclved to write and
declare their position officially and alsgo inform the ELCH that they
were no more in fellowship with them. Rev. Okon 0. Umoh was the
Pastor at Abak during this time. He was gtanding solidly with Abak
people on all points, and even led the Churchef at Abak on the

right procedure to follow.

In a special meeting at Ikot Ufen, the letter which was intended

o~

to be sent to the Bvangelicel Tutheran Church of Nigeria was read
to the representatives of the 19 Churches. After the reading of the
letter, the representatives of the Churches were required to sign
the letter before forwarding it to the BELCH. Some representatives
from the Churches signed the letter, but some refused to sign.

The representatives of the following Churches refused to sign:

four Churches forming the Hung Ukim parish refused to sign on the
grounds that they were not Annang tribe, and as such would like

to continue with the ELCH which isg in Ibibicland; Nkara and Ikot

Obio Edi made the same statement; Ikot Odon people told the meeting

that they would only jJoin this group if they succeeded having
a mission field established in their midst; Ikot Ebok made the same
statement. A confirmed report made it clear that the ELCN campaigned
and confused these churches after they had heard that f6toro District
wes breaking avay from the ELCH. However, the eleven Churches signed

the letter and was sent to the 0ffice of the President of the ELCH.

Rev. Umoh also wrote o the TLCN that he had left them on the
same reason that his group gave, and that he was going to continue

with his group.
As the Vice President during that year, the President Invited
me to his office. The letter was presented and I suggested that The
e ledsed . . ,
2 to take their own course, provided they

people should be
really understood what they were talking. The President invited

‘Rev. Umoh to his office and told him about many things which he

would have to suffer if he went away with the group. Rev. Umoh
also revealed the fact that he was not ready to go with Abak people.
Rev. Umoh came to my house one day and asked about my opinion on
this matter. I advised him to go and help the people to build up a
gtrong confessional Tutheran Church which we had before the mess

that we then had. He egreed, but did not go because he doubted the

-
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ability of these people Iumxpyyrhisxzmziz in paying his salary. Being

-

i
so confused by the ELCH, Rev. Umoh changed his mind and would no more

. . i . enough .
want to go with Abak people. Yet, he was not aoldi&oj%peaﬁ to the

people. He even became a spy and an infor to the BLOW.

Abek mecple Imew the dou game that Rev. Umoh was mzX playing,
they rejected his services and asgked him to leave them. When Rev.
Umoh left Abak, the BLCY appointed him to stay at Ikot Odon, one
of the Churches that decided to go out with the rest of Abak. The
only reason that he was asked to be there was to see if he could
confuse moPe Churches and thus make the formation of a new Church
body impossible. He was, however, able to take back Nkara, Ikot
Obio Bdi, and Ikot Ebok. These were the Churches that refused to
sign the letter. He also broke Manta Two into two small groups. He

tried very much to do more than this, but could not.

In December 1969, I resigned my position as the Vice Presgident
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Higeria. I went back Tto my
war torn home and remained there, knowing not what I would do. I
did not very much know if Abak people meant what they were doing,
because this was not the first time of their breaking away, and

afterwards went back to Jjoin this ELCH.

In April 1870, while Abak people were having communion service
conducted by the two boys who had had their three years training in
the Lutheran Seminary at Obot Idim, and were dropped because of the

_- with seme pollcemen
into the Church,and arrested the leaders of the Church. Those

stand that Abak people were taking, Revs. Umoh and Johnson went

t
arrested included:- Mr, Ibanga A. Okon ( the leader of the group) ,
Elder Frank U. Etim ( the Patron), Elder Sam Akpen, Elder BEtim
Akpan, Elder Jimmy U. Akpan, Elder Okon James, Elder Nathaniel U,
Ekpo, Blder Robbisnson etc. I was somehow shocked when I heard
about this and I decided rightéway to join the group. Rev. Umoh and
Rev. Johnson were greatly rebuked by the police for what they did.
The police even told them that theybwere aéting contrary to the
ag well

government regulation and thét of God

In the first Sunday in August, I attended service in Abak
Church, The people were excited to mee me coming into the Church

and thought I was coming as a spy. Seeing how restless the people

were, I called kr. Ibanga A. Okon eutside and told him that I was

.

U

o

prepared to preach that morning. He hesitated to say anything
asked me the reason I came. I explained to him everything iesr #
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as 1 could. After he hagd

he agreed wlaet I oreached, I
service and told them that I was now with them. They were happy,

B U N R TR O S ) o e i )
wemm though they 4id not vet believe.

Te

ting in that Auguz

o

. wo anyoody
who would mention the ELCH., The leaders were also prepared to
withstand any threat or persecution that might come upon them as

a result of their confession. They were also prepared to remain
alone even 1f zmy other Churches went back to BLCH. Another Church
in Uruk Uso parish was Manta One. Manta One was a very small
mission Church., This small Church was nurtured by Uruk Uso Church.
llanta One had declared that they would only follow Uruk Uso to any-
where they felt would give them nothing but the true word of God.
Another Church here was Abak. Abak Church was a mission Church
nourished by the Otoro District. It was a city Church, and Otoro
District wanted to work this Church to a gtandard so that their
ghildren going to stay there and work might have a place of worship.
The next Church was Manta Two. Thig also was a small Church. It
became too small when one lr. Udoette broke the Church into two
because the ELCN had promised to re-absorbs® him as an unitrained
teacher, whosge appointment was terminated several years ago,
following the government's education regulation,

(2) Abiskpo parish was a big one with big problems. It consisted of
5 Churcheg. 0f all the Churches that broke away from the ELCN,

~

Abiakpo was the largest. It had a totel communicant members o

250,
But there was one man in this Church who was an instrument of the
devil, This was lNr. quhua—Edﬁi Umoh, the principal of Otoro 11
Iutheran Schbl. Mo one knew that the President of the ELCH was

working out something through this man. None of us knew that he was

still the member of the Board of Directors of the ELCH, the Secretary

of the Iutheran Relief Committee, the Secretary of the Lutheran
Teachers Association of the ELCN. Here in Christ the King ILutheran
Church, he was the Chairman of the Finance Board, a member of the

Board of Directors, an Elder of Abiakpo Church and a member of the

Q) & N7



Church Council. Thig was & man who was making a double deal. When

(”3

I first discovemdthat he was serving both sides, I went and talled

to him, but he asgsured me that he was only going the for tlhe sake

h

of money that they usually paid him for his work as the Secretary of
Relief Committee and the Tutheran Teachers Agsociation. lMost of his
closed relatives attested this to be true.

In 1971, he was one of those men selected to come with us to
Port Harcourt for the reception of the Wisconsin Synod officials

who were to come and visgit us. These men could not come because

!

they were refused visas ¥ by the Higerian Zmbassy in Washington.

A week or two after we had returnmed from Port Harcourt, we were
told that he went to Obot Idim, and that the BELCH told him that the
Wisconsin Synod officialsgd would never come out to Nigeria because
they ( the ZLCY officials) had closed the way against them. It also

&
came to our undersgtanding that the BLCK had given to him sn amount

<
of three hundred pounds ( EBO0,00zyout of the amount given Tto the
ELCL by the irrpouvri Synod for the relief of victing
of the . Tox the purpose of campailgning against
us and thus stealing back our members.
7. . . e i B
Mr. Joshua Umoh used this money wisely. He bought some heathen

ath and gaVc Aﬁlto those who collected this money from him. Tach
had to take oath that he or she would remain with the ELCH until
death. lany, out of greed or poverty, took this nmoney and declared
for the ELCH. They usually conducted their services in the mission
house where Rev. Greve lived some years ago. In October that year, he
was given money by the EICH for the purpose of suing us to court.
First, LSS brought the President of the ELCK into the Church one
Sundey and asked him to preach in our Church. My members revolted.
Joshua BEdet and his adherents began a fight. My members went to
Abak and reported the matter to the police. The police came and
arrested them. After the policéginvestigation,vthey were warned
Zw not to interfere with this Church anymore, since it was not
their Church., The next thing was for them to hire a lawyer and

asked him to take the case to the court. We also were reguired to

L]

hire a lawyer. The case is still in the couxrt. However, this is a
small group still remaining with us. The entire District is
consgidering this group a mission Church.

Tkot Osom is another Church in Abiakpo parish. It is a small
Church. They were strong until in 1974 when Joshua Umoh went in

with overflowing promises. Some were attracted by these promises.

ehS V)=
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Generally speaking, there are two parties worshipping in this Church.

1 P

This malkes everything difficult here. We bave tried to send out
these men, but they would never want to go out. While these men are

to be for us, they ware against us. The members who were
only changed their minds when 1 was called or invited to

States. Ukana Church was a small but dynaméce Church, The

o

e ™

of this Church was Kr. Hichael B. Udoette, the Principal

of Tkot Osor Tutheran SBhool. ¥xr. Udoetlte was the person who

2!

strongly stood against Joshua Umoh, and always wnew how to frustrate
Umoh's plans. But he gave us a shock that endures. When we were
building on him as one to look to, he took the members of Ukana
Ghurch to the Restored Church of Jesus Christ. We had tried all

we could to bring them back, but they are set. Ikot Ufen is

another Church in Abddkpo parish. The members are neither strong

nor weak. Our only consolation is that there is one young boy

here who is so dynamic and faithful in hig coni fession. The entire
Church here has confidence in him. Iriam is another Church which

was considered a mission Church. Ablalpo par sh and, especially,

a
Abiakpo Church really cared for the Ghurch. But when the Church

£

cow that the officials of the Wisconsin Synod could not come out

o

in 1971, %they left us and joined the Church of God mission.

(%) Ibong parish wa another parish in Otoro Digtrict. There vere
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have a few loyal young men who are standing

Unwana Peter, who 13 2a to Joshua Unmoh was
the brealk-away of Ibong Church. The other
veh is Ikod Akpan Abasi. Ikot Akpan Abagl was

le C"T gh i
cve strugeling for survivel, They are very Ifirm
in their confession and are determined to continue in the faith.

The only Judas that was here was thelr lay preacher. The Church

excommunicated him when they Tnew that he was on a double deal.

it about, indirectly by

On account of the disturbances Do

the Svangelical Lutheran Church of Nigeria and, irectly by
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