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Whenever a student of history digs inte the history of :
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particular area, he will usually
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embarrassing, some event that the inhabitants of that particular
area would just as soon leave buried. Such is the case with this
era of Michigan history. The years of 1895-1910, are years that
the Michigan Synod would §u$ﬁ as soon forget, For during these
vears the Michigan Synod was split, the existence of the newly
formed "Allgemeine Synode™ was seriously endangered, and, what is
even worse, mission work and worker training was weakened, One
the Michigan Synod was induced to an affiliation with
the Augsburg Synod, a body that tolerated false doctrine, BEven,

the Michigan Seminary, the very point of controversy, was driven

This series of evenits should never have happened., It was
not caused by some doctrinal dif
some differences in practice, It was caused by a perscnality

clash, a misunderstanding, and a failure to guietly discuss a

;m

difference of opi
Who wag to blame for thig conflict? Koehler and all other
historiang who follow his ideas, place all of the blame on the
majority party of the Michigan Synod, They e&p@@i@lly‘pi@k out
GCarl Boehner, Michigan Synod President 1894.1897, as the
instigator of this sad state of affairs, Perhaps Koehler is

right. But, perhaps Koehler is wrong! No one has ever challenged



(2)

In this paper, I shall introduce no new evidence, Nor have
I uncovered any new historical facts, What I shall do is to look

at the existing historical faects from a different angle, In this

way I shall challenge Koehler'®s view,
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When Koehler discusses this matier in the WMichigan Synod,

he places all the blame on Carl Boehner, Koehler describes

Boehner as, "An unsgiable character which the Wisconsin Synod and

s

even eariieyr the Basel misgion house had found out: in addi
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the man wag unscrupulous, "™ Boehner graduated from the Basel

migsion house in 1859, He was mined by Muehlhasuser and was
placed in the congregation at Fond du Lac, Arvound 1863 he was in

charge of a congregation in Beaver Dam, Here, Boehner wrote two
pamphlets, both of which created storms of protesits. He wrote one

pamphlet on Methodism, XKoehler describes this pamphlet
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*in which he had attacked this persuasion and
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unreasonable and unbridled way.,"™ The second pamphlet wa
against American women, especially with regard to the pﬂac sice of
again comments on this pamphlet: "That was

abortion., Koehle
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gscandalous, the more so because Boehner was alltogether too confused
a mind to handle the subject with the necessary ¢ are@”s Because

of the heated controversy these two pamphlets stirred up, Boshner
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ieft the Wiscongin Synod, Koehler claims that he joined the

Episcopalians with the intention of going as missionary to China,

He came to Michigan and received the charge of the mis
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congregation at Reed City, Michigan in 1874,

Koehler believed that Boehner was still the "scoundrel” he
was in 1863, So when troubles arose in Michigan, and Koehler saw
Boehner as the president, he put together all the facts and came
up with the clugion that Boehner was up to his old tricks,
making trouble,

Koehler®s view 1s often the one that is blindly echeed by
other modern historians But this is a shame, For Koehler's view
ig based on his own personal interpretation of the facts,

ective sources, The

Cude

Posgibly, Koehler's view is baserd on sub

"Gemeinde Blatt” gave the facts the way they were seen from a

-

Wisconsin view, The "Synodal-Freund” gave the facts as seen

the Michigan Synod., Koehler rejected the Michigan articles because

they were too slanted, too subjective. He got much of his information

from the "Gemeinde Blatti” It is just as posgible that the "Gemeinde
could have been slanted the oppesite way of the Michigan

.  To get to the truth, one must search through both

try to find the ftrue facts,

reason that blind following of Koehler®s view is a

cause Koehler'®s view is based on certain presuppositions,

Koehler assumes that the Michigan vote to join the "Allgemeline
Synode” in 1 a8 unanimous, and that only after that vote, did
Synode” in 1892 was unanimous, and that only afte hat vote, did

a Tfew men become unsatisfied with the set-up., Az
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that Koehler has to make ig that all those who voted for the
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11 part chelir Seminary,
and that they wanted to get rid of
ig that Boehner and his companions were unscrupulous, unchristian

mern,

it immediately, One more assumption
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But, can we necessarilly make those assumptions? Can we
definitely say that the majority wanted to close down the theological
department of the Seminary? Those that did vote for the closing

ately?

fale

down of this seminary, did they want to effect it immedia
And also, just because Boehner struck out too harshly against two
problems after only four years in the ninistry, does that mean
he was a gcoundrel? Could that problem of overszealousness not

?
H

be attributed to his inexperience
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e faots as

An objective historian will want to look at th
they exist and will want to decide for himself how he will interpret

them, He will not rely on another's interpretation of the facts,

To determine why the events happened as they did in 1895,
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we must go back to the beginning and quickly trase the hi
development of the Michizan Synod,

The actual beginning of the Michigan Synod took place on
December 10, 1850, On that day, eight pastors and three laymen
formally organized the Synod, The main objective of this organization

was mission work. The pastors wanted %o unite so that they could

-

do more extensive work in spreading the gospe

Lo
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Those early fathers of the Michigan Synod were very energetic,
They started missions a1l over Michigan, But their energetic
mission endeavors greatly surpassed their man power, Pastor
Eberhardt traveled all over Michigan opening up new missions, and

setting up preaching stations, But there were no men to put into

- mateh the growing need

r..-.a

these new pulpits, The synod could nev

¥al

of pastors, The result was that many of

i

these congregations

rted by Eberhardt left the Michigan Synod and joined some other
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church body, just because thereby they could get a pastor, This
proved extremely frustrating for the young Michigan Synod,
L)

The Michigan Synod resoclved to remedy their situation by
fod 1,

ishing their own pastor-training school, In 1885 they

e

establ
established their Seminary at Manchester, Michigan with eight
gtudents, By August, 1887, they were ready to dedicatbe their

minary bullding in Saginaw, In July 1888, the first two Seminary
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graduates were assigned as laborers in the Lord’s vineyard, From
then on things looked even better, Bach year men were assigned

to congregations. The situation was coming under control,

Vacancies were being filled, New missions were opened, The

seminary went to Watertown to m@al$wiﬁh Professor Ernst of the
isconsin Synod, and Pastor Albrecht, president of the Minnesota
synod, They @agéf@é that a federation was possible, and drew up
eight points of discussion for the union,

These elght points were brought up before the Michigan synod
at its convention of 1892, They were all discussed, especially
point 7, which dealt with the educational institutions of the
federated synod. These eight points were agreed upon "as they

were understood,” So in October of that same yesr, a constitution

was drawn up and the "Allgemeine Synode” was born,

funts

The question always arises, "Why did Michigan agree %o this

federation, and to abolishing the theological department
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seminary 1f they weren't going to keep their promise?®

Michigan®s man power problems were solved, They were now

enjoying a peried of spiritual prosperity and inner peace, So
why join a federation? Michigan joined this federation to increace

1ts potention mission outreach, By joining with Wisconsin and
Minnesota they could do even more work for the Lord, Krauss

s

explains 1t this way: "The determining factors for the Michigan

o

sSyned were the acquisition of a promising mission field in the
West, which was neseded, if the Saginaw Semin oy continued to
produce pastors, the inward and outward growth to be ex pected,

the better training of pastors and teachers, the more energetic

i

¢
]

suppoert of charitable causes,”

Added to these external advantages is alsoc the fact that all

the Canonical Writings of the 01d and New Testaments as to d

revealed Word, and on the Confession of the Evangelical Lutheran

[
Church contained in the Book of Concord of 1580,*7 A union of

this sort could do much for the spiritual growth of all three
syneds, By joint Bible study and joint discussions on practical

application of Biblical principles, each of the rastors of these

synods could grow in his own spiritual 1life and in his ability
to minister to his congregation, Yes, a federation was spiritually

i 9
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. K. F, Krauss, “The Michigan District,” Michiga
1833-1970 (Ann Arbor: LithoCrafters Tnc,, 1

5. My own translation of "Die Vereinigung,” Bvangelisch Lutheriseh
- o 3 Cae
synodal-Freund (Vol, 5, Nov, 1892), p. 128,
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It should be noted here that the Michigan Synod looked upon

e}

this union as a loosely federated group, and not as a merged body,

o

Michigan understood that each synod would keep its own identity,
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and would govern its own internal problems, The only authority
the federated synod had was over doctrine and practice, and cver
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the federated educational institutions, P, Huber writes in the

pu

Synedal-Freund? that this was the understanding, “The Federated
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the internal governing

supervision over teaching and practice within its districts,

especially also the supervision over all the educatiocnal institutio

of ficers, ?" Michigan was locking forward to running its affairs
Just as it had in the past, with no outside interference, This

becomes an important factor as the history of the "Al lgemeine

give up the Seminary?” Perhaps a more appropriate question would
be, "Did Michigan want to give up their Seminary?" Krauss said
e Yo o ho . - 2 s - . . . . P e 2 - o £ o g NS o LI < ~
that the main reason for the federation as far as Michigan was
concerned was a western mission field "which was needed if the
saginaw Seminary continued to produce pastor &@“? Does this sound
like the Michigan men were really interested in dropping their

2

ey discontinued it, what need did they have of a

fTield, or even of a Tederation?

6, P, Huber, "Unser Seminar,” Evangzelisch Lutherischer synodal-
Freund, (Vol, 8, Aug,, 18957, p. 95,

7. See footnote L, !
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In the Michigan Synod Convention of 1892, most of the discussion

over these eight articles was centered around giving up the
theological department of the Seminary. One of the last statements

in this discussion leads me to believe that some of these men
had the hope that the one seminary of the "Allgemeine bSynode
would be located in Saginaw, "As pointed out it has been considered
that two depariments exist in the Seminary in whith care will

be given for the need of the entering students, If at a later

time it becomes necessary to separate these departments, that

it not be excluded to transfer one of these deparitments To

]
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saginaw,’ Did these men get some hope that the Seminar;

,»

Saginaw might become the Federated Synodical Seminary? And i

s0, where did they get this hope? It appears from this guote
the theological department of their Seminary for good, The majority
had too much love for their institution., They alsoc may have had
plans for a Seminary for the "Allgemeine Synode" in Saginaw,

Yet, the fact remains that the Synod did promise to discontinue
their Seminary., Again if we look at the proceedings from the
Synod Convention of 1892 we can see the reason why, These men

looked upon this act as a sacrifice that they should make. "This

s sacrifice that one should make for the good of the whole, as

bds
o

& o

- s g s 3
hard as it will be for many@”) They were willing to sacrifice

their most cherished possession for the good of the federation,

But it migh%t have been that’ many were still hoping that the

lings of the Michigan Synodical Convention, 1892, p. 37.
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without really accepting the sacrifice itself, But this is
merely speculation., I have no facts to back up nmy tement
I am only reading between the lines,

When the Michigan Synod approved these eight articlesg, they

12
o

weyre approving an ideal arrvafjaement, They realized that in order

to prepart the best qualified pastors, only one Seminary was

needed, "We must give our future pasctrs the best possible

73

instruction, This takes place when they are instructed in one

I3

institution exclusively standing for this end, If the d@vidid

energy at the three Seminaries are unified, then the achievement
w0

of this aim will not be difficult, This was the ideal they
agreed to strive for, one theological seminary, But, as is often
the c¢ase, the ideal takes time to implement. Practical problems

le +to immedisztely accomplish

i."?
o

£

e

1 arise that meke i1 impossi
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the intended goal, Such was the case in the Michigan Synod,

After the Michigan Synod agreed to the eight points, and the

"Allgemeine Synode” accepted its sacrifice, Michigan became aware

of some practical problems that would arise, Whereas the Seminary

fod»

in Saginaw usually had around ten students each year, the number

1

that decided to go to Milwaukee was considerably less, 0One of the
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reasons for thi
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Michigan and Wisconging both in miles and in attii

The lake that separated Michigan and Wisconsin made the trip
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a long one, But the lake not only increased t
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Wisconsin had always been close, sharing many things throughout

the years, But Michigan and Wisconsin never did share that

closeness, Thus,
outsiders in Milwa

in Michiszan were h

the sgtud

"

esitant

ents from Michigan would Ffeel

2 oin iy

ikee, Add to this, the facti

that many parenits

to send their sons the added distance

to Milwaukee, The laeck of students Fronm Michigan preparing for

the ministry became

After these p
second thoughts,
the federation, P
up their theoleogica
they had gotten th

. W

power shortag

o
o

to rely solely on
if they could not
how long would

even began

Michigan began to

This was the

"Resolved, that we

a real problem,
roblems arose, the Michigan

Perhans

erhaps

1 Semin

amselves

ith the

the "Allg

reason T

prepars

request to permit us to eg

1
in our midst, "™ It is %o
11, Kurzgelfagwte Cezchiceht

they had been too has

ty in jumping into

they had made a mistake when they zave

ary, They began to ask themselves what

into., They began to worry about a man

Q

@?@ ing of their Seminary they would have

worry aboubt its fubture,

g

carry them? They may have

at the Michigan Synod resovlied in 1893

Tor the Federated Synod the humble

{“-3'3

tablish the former

arrangement in our

2d time, hecause 6F the existing situztion

Ml@hi?ﬁn U, a




Synod, and that Soehnep did
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while Lederer was president of
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not introduce this "new idea,.,” The "Allgemeline Synode” reluctantly

agreed to this arrangement, "It may be extremely difficult to

& LA
obtain the desirable theological instruction in your institution

at Saginaw in the way sought after by the Michigan Synod, Yet, we

ontrol of this affair to
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mugt for the meanwhile, hand over

the Michigan Svnod because o ituation as it exists ther@g”l
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eceive permission to continue

j
[N
E‘«‘
Q‘"

Although the Michigan Synod di
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their theological Seminary for a while, they still had in mind the
jesire Lo have only one seminary, As soon a8 the Michigan people

learned to trust and feel at home with the Wisconsin and
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Synods, they would, on their own, give up thei

=~ children to Milwaukes, But this would

feta
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would willingly send the
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bject would have been asccomplished if the

m

Cota

take tims, And this

Lo

point would not have been pushed,

But the matter was pushed! It was stirred up, and inflamed
to such an extent that it came to a boiling point in June 1895,
Huber places the blame for this unfortunate affsir on Wisconsin.

In the "Synodal-Freund” of December, 1895, Huber wrote an
article c@ﬁ@éﬁning the history of the federation of the three
synods, He writes, "Director Hoyer came and worked at the ninds
of a few who volced opposition to the continuation of the theologica
department, and the result was that after a year and a halfl of

»

quiet but energetic work the Michigan Synod was divided into two

12, Ibid., p. 47,
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pposing camps, one group for the continuation of +the sSeminary,

the other group against i%@”“3 But it did not end ther "The

b

the
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smouldering fire of the conflict broke into bright flames
first time at the Pastoral Conference at Hopking, where a Wisconsin
Pastor wished to have a vote concerning the Seminary, because he

want

(E)

to make his commection with the Michigan Synod depend on
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ft in the Michigan Synod
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th Prom that time onward, the

became large:

i

and larger, The minority wanted to eclose down the

e

theological department of the Seminary immediately. The majority
alse wanted to close down the seminary, but they wanted time to

ng them, Both sides

q}«.ﬁa

cake care of the practical problems fa

§ 2 »

wanted the same end, Tthey were disagreed only on how long it should

take to achieve this goal,

3

The minority s to be making no progress toward convinecing

o
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the majority of immediate action, This is when they appealed to

g

Wisconsin for help., And the Wisconsin Svnod gstepped inl Professor

+

o

Ernst came to a free conference at saginaw, Actually, he had no

right to interfere with the internal problems of the Michigan

Synod. According to the agreement made in 1892, the "Allgemeine

L&Y
Synode” had authority only over the business of the federated

synod, and over the synodical institutions., This division was not

over a synodical institution, it was over a practical quegstion of

A.ﬂ
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time, an internal problem, a problem that should have been

decided on by the Michigan synod, a problem that was not a federated
gynod one,

13, P, Huber, "Die Allgemeine synode und der Streit in Michigan,"”
Evangelisch Iutherischer Synodal-Freund (Vol, 8, Deec, 1895),

P. 139,

1k, Ibid,
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was the emotional climate in which Carl Boehner was
elected as synodiecal president in 1894, He was not the first
president that requested an extension of the theological Seminary
in Saginaw, But it was during his presidency that the issue came
to a head, Therefore he is the scapegoat upon whom all these troubles
were Dblamed,
It was at the Michican Synodical Conference in June 1895
that the spark was touched to the tinder, Here it was that the
minority made the final break, '

In Boshner's prégidentiai report he proposed to request from
the "Allgemeine Synode” a continuation of the theological depariment
of %h eir Seminary until all the students who were then in the
constitution should complete their education., All new siudentis

entering the Seminary for theological training would be sent to
Milwaukee,

This is when the minority siocod up and protested They
wanted to extend the Seminary only for three years, only until
those students in the Seminary had completed their course of

gstudy. They even became vehement in their ocpposition., If this
request went to the "Allgemeine Synode” they pr@pﬁsed "That we
reject all responsibility for such a resolution, that we refuse
all further support and interest for the maintenance of the Seminary
f'rom thig‘d&y onny that we wish fto submit this concern to the
"Allgemeine Synode" for juﬁgmentm”lﬁ These seem like rah measures,
egpecially when they were only falking about a difference of s
three or four year extension., And yet this was the way that Lederer
lfg The Proceedings of the Synodical Convention of The Michigan
synod, 1895, p, 25,




and his group reacted,
Not only did the minority walk out of the convention and cut
all support for the Seminary, but they also wrote to the

gtrange why ILederer

fmb
o

"Allgemeine Synode" for assistance, It
would appeal to the "Allgemeine Synode” in the case of an internal
question, We have no record of what Lederer wrote to the "Allgemeine

Synode” but it must have been some letter! For at the Convention
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Federated Synod at 3t, Paul, Minnesota, the "Allgemeine Synode™

X’.~..§

decided to disregard Boehner, his men, and their request, stead,
they decided to go with the minority,
When Boehner presented this reqguest to the commitiee a
long discussion broke out concerning it, The commitiee decided
to reject 3Boehner's request for two reasons: "1) This proposed

3

request does not come from the entire Synod of Michigan, 2) that

a lack of trust exists in the administration of the Synod as
T e s 03 S . .o w1 .
well as in the administration of the Semi: EBTY . The "Allgemeine

Synode”™ did not even discuss the proposed topiec., They rather

i

re jected the request on the spot just because there was a rift

in the Michigan Synod, and just because the minority did not get
their way. The Federated Synod should have referred this matier

back to the Michigan Synodical Conference, and should have lét then
argue out the matter on their own., But they didn®t, They sided
with Michigan®s minority,

Then things went from bad to worse, The Miehigan Synod

answered the attack against them by suspending the minerity pastors
from the Synod, The minority looked to the "Allgemeine Synode” for

16, The Third Convention 6F +the "Allgemeine Synode,® 1895," p, s,
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aid, and joined that body as a distriet. The Michigan Synod

2

finally dwindled down to
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nothing, Two reasons attribute to the destruction of the very
thing that @auseﬁlﬁhe fight, The first reason is the loss of the
gsupport of the minority congregations, The decrease of thege
contributions could play an important part in the Seminary’s
destruction, But the second reason is perhaps more accountable
to the decay than the first, The split
because of a doctrinal disagreement, but merely because of a
misunderstanding,

It always seems that when a division comes about because o
a doctrinal difference, those that break away fev conscience sake
o}

minoyrity. But this was

e

f:i

ugsually prosper, even théugh they are the
not the case in this instance, The break was made because of
angry pride, Neither side would give in. Therefore anger and
doubt were the attitudes of both sides, And the majority found

out that they could not run a seminary on these types o

that ran the seminary into the gound,

fhusg ends the historical facts of this eys., These events
should not have happened. They could have been avoided., They
could have been prevented, But blind prejudice, and bull-headed
pride on both sides created this embarrassing and possibly

harmful separation,

Now I would like to make a few thoughis about these facts,

I would like to ask some questions that were raised in my mind as
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I studied these facts, Perhaps these thoughts and questions can

shed a new

an old subject,

First of all, why would the Michigan Synod have any degire

o
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to discontinue the theclogical &epar%m@nt of thelr Seminary?

Could there have been gome underhanded deallings in the early

meetings? Was there some hope given to the Michigan people in
regard to getting the theological Seminary of the "Allgemeine

Synode” at Saginaw? There was & request for a continuation of

the Seminary in Michigan even while Leder was president in

(*’»

1893, Now, why did he become =90 vehement in 1895 when Boehner

made a similar request? It is important to answer these guestions

before one can get to the pure historical

Another guestion that must be considered is this: Did the
"Allgemeine Synode” have the authori
this problem as they did? The constitution gave them authority
over synodical institutions, But the issue in Michigan was not

over whether or not they should terminate Saginaw as a theclogical

Seminary. oth sides were agreed on that issue, The problem was
SEming Both jes were agreed o hat issue The problem wa

3o
i

This should have been left up to the Michigan

fede
-

when to do
Synod, It was their problem.

The actual controversy came down to this guestion, "When does
a weak brother cease to be weak and begin to be demanding?”
The Michigan Synod's problem was one of weakness, They could not

2.

bring themselves or their people to put thelir complete

the "Allgemeine Synode," The "Allgemeine Synode” had to decide

how long they would put up with their brother's weakness, They
4

obviously decided to make the cut off date Augusti, 1895, But were

they perhaps z 1ittle too hasty? If they would have been patient



with Michigan®s wes kness for just a little while longer, perhaps
this chapter in the Wise congin Synod's history would not have

been written,
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This brings me +to my final question, Why wasg the va71;
synode® so hasty? The constit ution for the Federated Syndo was
drawn up in October, 1892, By August, 1895 the "Allgemeine Synode"
forced a showdown with the Miehigan Synod., That is a period of lesc

than three years, That seems like a rather short time in which

5_“:

the Michigan Synod was to introduce and implement the ides of

discontinuing its seminary, Usually when g synod wishes to introduce

a completely new idea +to its people, it will require longer than
three years to do it, Yet, Michigan received only 3% months to
do so, Whyt ?

Here permit me to let my imagination go for a while o 1m0

5

when the threse syneds decided to Tederate, they ﬁ ecided to have one

s

Seminary, Now, Minnesota had g Seminary, but they gave it up and

I3

Ma

received in return the teacher training institution, Michigan also

had a prospering seminary, But they also gave it up, but received

no consolation. Wisconsin on the other hand had g large university

and an established Seminary, but no definite home for it, It had

been moved from place to place since i1 wag established, Yet, it

was decided to build a o@maﬂ&ry in Milwaukee, Thus, Wisconsin
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gave up nothing to jo
stationary seminary,

Now what would have happened if Minnescta and Michigan had

Joined voting power and tried to get the "Allgemeine™ Seminary

placed at Saginaw where the buildings already existed, By

joining together, they would have had the majority, That proposed
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get up would have made things more

Y

had a major educational institution

Perhaps this is why Wisconsin
the Saginaw Theological Seminary,
the Seminary moving from Wisconsin

is purely speculation, There are n
Yet, this proposed theory would ans

i,.u

o

uestions, It would answer the que
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willing to v eir

KA

of why Wiscons pushed

It would also why there was

-

the i
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troubled

synods once more

ronsin Synod is

Wi e
wig

for pure Bible teaching., I bel

N
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one thing from these tryoubled years

3

weak brothers.” can be seen T

BTV

g0 hard for

even, each synod would have

)

kept pushing for the close of
Perhaps they were worried about

to Michigan, I know that this
o real facts to back this up,

wer a lot of

gtion of why Michigan was
It would answ
the Michigan Seminary®s close,

s¢ brief =a span of time

on

are over,

synode”

on merged in 1917

ghters for Confesgl

ieve that our Synod has

s and Tthat isg patience with

rom our Synod's dealing with

=

the Missouri Synod in the late 50's, Perhaps this is a lesgs
every pastor of our Synod should learn., As long as doctrine or
practice is not the main issue, we can afford to be patient with
a weak brother, and we can also afford to discuss these matie ers
in a civil and friendly way, This should be our attitude in hope
that we can gtrengthen our weak brother, If, by studying our

Tres

igtakeg 2

forefathers® misgta we can keep

over again,

then perhaps this study

from making the same mistakes
of higstory is worthwhile,

otherwise unsclved

er the question

9

on thai

.
=



Wag Carl Boehner asg bad as Koehler made him out Lo be?

)

The real truth may never be learned. But in keeping with every
man's right to a falr trial, I thought it necessary to write this

paper. At least maybe our pecple can be made aware of one other

S

]

{

way of looking at the facts, This way, they can make up their

ownn minds concerning these early vyears of the "Allgemeine Synode,”
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