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"finslly, a high-point of contempt toward the U,!

o .

There's an old adage that reads, "Familiarity breeds
contempt." This 1little precept may hold true in many cir-

cumstances in 1ife, although there are obvious exceptions

to this rule. One such exception is the Upper Peninsula

of Hichigan, where Tamiliarity breeds appreciation. Only
unfamiliarity breeds contempt when you'lre talking about the U.P.
) Tuwe to the Tfact that there are very few people outzide

of tho
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have lived on the peninsula tThat zre familiar
with the geninsula, much contempt and apathy has developed
concerning it. Vet vthis fact has always plagued the rugged
peninsula--people just aren't informed about what a wonder-
ful place 1t is. Lxamples from history prove Jjust how
indifferent nations have been toward the U.P. The Iroguois,
who practically emptied the lower peninsula by their raiding war
parties, rarely even set foot on U.FP. soil.1 Although three

7

wars were fought in its vicinity (French and Indian War,

Revolutionary War, and War of 1812), not one of them was

concerned with the ownership of the peninsula per se. And
™

came at

N e

the settlement of the Michigan-Ohio War in 1836.7 It seems |

that President Jackson didn't want to lose the votes from
Ohio, so he offered Michigan the U.P. in exchange for the
Toledo/Maumee strip. The real insult to the U.P. came when the
!fichigan legislature voted the offer down, Ohio: was pleased

with the deal thinking that they had gotten the betlter end of

N

the settlement, and Wisconsin (From whom the U.P. had just

been taken) never even put up a fuss. The coup de grace came

when Congress forced Michigan to accept the U.P. in order to

-
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become a state.
There are many other examples where unfamiliarity of

the U. P, has led to apathetic or contemptiocus feelings toward
this northern-most appendage into the Great Lakes., One such
example is in the area of religion., HMany modern theologians
and church historiansg know very little of the religious
history of the U.,P. Of the churches that settled in the
region probably the worst offenders were the Lutherans, with

the Wisconsin Synod topping the list. It 1s the opinion of




this author that 1L tThe peen just a little nmors
informed of the circumstances, and had talken a 1ittle more
, the Hational Evangelical Church might not he
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with the lissc synod in 18063. Yet the action of

was not exclusive of the general attitude of most Lutheran
eachers, and laymen--whose only basic
its geographic location. The religious

Lutheran history. of the U.P. goss practli-
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the fact that there is much Tl
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Thus, it is for the purpose
n

early religious, a

The peopls and the land of the U.P. are both a lesson
in contrasts, and also a lesson in reality. They are a lesson

m

in contrast in that although we live in the space age, much of

the U,P, still remains almost primitive wilderness, For
exemple: when we take a look at a road map of The U.P., we

2 hovw few roads there are-~szspeclally between HMarquette
and L'Anse in the Huron HMountains area. And also, when we

take o look at a population chart, in the

ppendix, we must consider that €
population more dense than 25 people per square mile is The
Houghton-Hancock~Calimet area. Compared to the eight sta
Great Lakes region, (with the ez Ceatlon of the northeastern
part of Mimniesota), none of these other states have a popula-
tion distribution less than 3 people per sguare mile. On the
Contrary, there is at least one area per state that has a den-
sity of over 260 people per sguare mile.5 (Piduro B) This
contrast is particularly eviden® in ghe fact that iniﬁhé.w

lower state region, Wisconsin and the lower peninsula of Mich-

G)

igan] people are a very common sight. Theyr-are so much so that

families living’ there spend hundreds of dollars each year just

to, "Get away from it all." In the U.P. that money can be saved,



since vour closcst nelghbor moy be Ten miles away. And gven

if wou might live in a modern, fairly populous city or Ttown,

it doesn't take you very long for you to lose all traces of civil-

izetion. It is amazing how in these modern times, when

parenthood has convinced us all that there's not enough oF

anything to go around if we don't implement zero population
-

growth now; that in the matter of minutes in the U.P,, a

that the beaten

fele

person can be so far away fror civilizatior

-
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path is only a deer trail through the forest., A

Pk I U JE W ~
d that forest,

n
the wilderness, can become an overwhelming reality, stifling

n

any thouchts of a world beyond it,

1.

his ig the reality that I mentioned earlier: the land,
ey both can come to in

the climate, and the extremes that th
the U.P., Anyone who ever fished its mineral laden rivers,
or trolled. in its crystal pure lakes; anyone who has spent
the winter with four Ffeet of snow on the ground and his roof;

anyone who has left "his. carrots and beets in the ground =11

[l

winter [(Recause the frost doesn't get down to the soil); anyone
who has experienced any one of these will know of that contrast
and reality of which I speak.

Yet not only is the land of the U.P., a study in contrast
and reality. The people that inhabit this land are also a
unique breed, with unique ways of looking at Tthings. They
are a contrast to civilization in that although TV, radio,
highways, and prop jets have all brought the twentieth and
evén the twenty-Ffirst century into their lives; these people
all retain a strong relationship with the past, Sometimes
it's very difficult to distinguish’ the way that the modern
iUppert lives from the way that his father and grandfather

e

lived.6 The same strong cultural ties, the same Old-Vorld
customs and idiosyncrasies, and the same rugged individualism,
still make the modern ‘'Upper' as dicgtincet from his lower-state
counterparts as they did his father, There is a unique way
of reasoning, living, and acting in the U,P., and to a

certain extent, this distinctive behavior is the child of

both the people and the land, The 'Sugar-beeter’ (lower penin-



sule resident) nor the 'Outlander' (VWisconsin-ite, or other

foreigner) understand the 'Upper' and what he has to zo

(o0

f

through to survive. Hor does 1t mseem as though they want

to. That's whyv there's always been talk of secession from

v ~
Michigan to form a new state, named Superlior. To understand
the difference in thought between the tTwo cultures, let's

look at a specilfic case--—the sauna,

o

gsauna is the lifeblood of

Th every faithful Finn or
tUpper'. And there are some customs in connection with the

gsauna which are so natural to the Finn that he doesn't give

them a second thought; but which an outsider may marvel.at. E.g.,

1 A\

only what God has endowed you with., And it does not phase
a Finn one bit to be in the same sauna with married and
ple of either sex, And they very seldom derive

o
any sexual excitement from it. As one sage of the Copner

he customary clothing inslde of a 120 degree sauna 1s ususlly

Country once told me, "Did you ever try to get sexually excited

at 150 degrees—-it's impossible." (Chicky, 1978) Yet for
someone  from outclde of that cultural setting to hear of

such a thing, it smacks of pagan debsuchery, which indeed
it may bhe. But nevertheless, to a Finn, it's daily life.

But getting baclt To our thoughts.about the land and its
its influence on the lifestyle of the residents of the U.P.,
let us say that this stark and sometimes cruel land has
affected every group that has ever inhabited itT.

The Indians, who roamed the peninsula, lived from day
to day in a semi-nomadic style. And the reason for that was
that there never was an overabundance of anything, except
mosqguitos, to allow them to stay in one place for very long.

The miners found that fact out also, as they followed

the famous geologist Douglass Houghton to the rich copper

and iron deposits of the Keweenaw Peninsula (Copper Country).

The mines bhoomed at first, boulders of almost pure copper lay

in riverbeds, and ledges of copper protruded from the Torest

floor in plain sight. But then, when the easy diggings were

worled over, the peninsula held back her treasured gifts.

7,8
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most mines were closed

ninsula became 3¢

¢

the 1020's and '40's, while the sturdiest of them
10,11

neld on until 1968,

sailors, such as Heprman Melville, see the riches of

the methe fish in abundance, the clear and sparkling
. 12 -
water, the fast traveling yaterwaysS. put they also see

the savage fury with which the lales (Fepecially Superior)

can strille and take all hands down to thelr yatery graves,

This lesceon wasg leafned by far too many men, such as the men

the fated !'Edmund Fitzgerald! which went down NOV. 10, 1975a13
And as songwriter CGordon Lightfoot put ity because of the frigid
water's iaclk of bacteria, "The lake doesn't give up her heads”l4

The busginessmen too, learn to be content To simply survive

in a land where transportation is the determinant factor. 3Zefore

L

the highwavs were built, there was very little movement. Dut
aven nov. with the roads, fuel pricés have cut into profit
marging, and cut off the tourist industry. And whether it is
1930 or 1980, transportation is dependent on the weather.
Dowmpours can wash oult two-lane highways with ease, and
snowstormne can shut down the entire peninsula for days.

Tha farmers scratch a ground that was once almost
entirely covered by forests. They till a land that even after
vears snent clearing 1t is reluctant to give of its.wealth.

The yeers of plenty are often cancelled out by the years

when the snows stay late, when killer frosts. hit in mid-
July, or when 8Snowfalls and frost come ag early as the end
of Septomber.

All these gfoups of the U.,P. are dependent on the
crace of God for the weather that He sends. Whether there

is rain or snow; sunshine, warmth or bitter cold; 1t seems
that this rufged peninsula goes from one extreme to another,
This ig o land which can be calm and tranquil one minute, yet
in the next be thrashed by a major sqguall from Lake Superior,
Tt is o land where the highs and lows on the thermoneter for
the dayv can be 50 or more deprees apart. Yelt for all of its

stark contrasts and illiberality, the  peninsula’ allows-dts
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inhabiltants & day by day survival, which for the 'Upper!

ig reward enough to stay there. He will seldom reach
the physical and financial sgecurity that his lower-state
counterpart will; yet he stays. This is what makes a
"Upper? different than an 'Outlander' or 'Sugar-leeter?;

and 1tl's also what malkes him a character worth and

lzious history one worth gleaning.

e
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extent of mineral wealth in the U.P. Great Lakes Re cader, pp.55-80
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The Ontonogan boulder, weighing 4 ton, was discovered in

the bed of the Ontonogan River, and was exhibited for many years
in the Smithsonian Institute in Washington, D.C. Great Lakes

neader, p.bb,
11 . . . . -
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T

“ury in chapter 14. (Great Lakes

3 .
“World Book Encyclopedia Yearbook, 1976, p.28l,

Goloon Ll”thOOt Capitol Records, 1976,



OF LICHIGAN'S UPPER

PRIOR TO THE ARRIVAL OF

"There 1% 1little doubt tha’ a1 today
contains far more Indians than it did at the
gtart of the historic period. In the entire
Great Lalkes region, the uuchaLﬂg Iﬂdian DOLU-
lation in The =sarly 16800's is believed to have
numnbered appronim;vcly 100,000."

This negative introductory statement tends to discoura age

a person from accounting the relipious life of the U.P..Indians

in a historical introduction to Lutheranism in the J.. Ye

) $.

vhen we remember that for the first 200 vrs of recorded J.P,

history, the Indians were the only nation vresent on the U.P.,
ths story of their trel from paganism to Christianity becomes
an inportant topic. And as for as numbers g0, 1T we remember
that the total white population of the entire St of lMichigan

State
e

e
in 1820, some 220 vears later, was only 9,048, these numbers

don't seem guite so insignificant.,
By 1600, the religious life of the U.P. Indians had

already been w 1l established. Sometimes twentieth century
Americans tend to view the Indian as a godless pagan with no
sense of wvalues and a tremendous thirst for blood and
tion., MNow while it is true that before the arrival
of the Cantolic missionaries, the Indians were indeed pagans;

no means any more godless or bloodthirsty than

neighbors., Andiit wasn't until the arrival of
the white man and his 'spirits' that the Indian lost thazt
deeps mense of values, and his deep sense of responsibility
toward Ehe land and his guiding spirits.

The Indians of the U.P. were all members of the Algonquin
Indian MNation, and included such tribes as: (in descending order
of population) The Chippewa, Potowatomi, ifenomonee, Huron,
Ottowa,:and Ipoquois,B They were a very pious nation, however
animistic they were, ch clan had it's own Hedicine ian, as

heir spipritual leader, and every Indian was xpected to
maintign a2 high level of gpirituality on his own,

The most important aspect of the Algonguin Wwrshin
practisge 1g their view of the Hanitous: their supernatural
forces,4 These supernatural powers might dwell in things,

such as bears, treesg, rivers, or mountains; or they might also
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dwell in human beilngzgs, Tor example the Hedicine ilen., The
idea that the iManitou mizght have some supernatural powers
was not Inherent in thelr concept of the Hanitou, yet most
Hanitous were considered to have some kind of special power,
On the lowest end of the Hanitou heirarchy were the spirituals,

2 r\'u

those people, wually with some type of handicap or mental

deficiency, that were gulded in theilr visions and messages

M
by Their monitors the Medicine Men., AL the other end of e
scale were the Manitous thatl included personified things such
as mountainsg who were supposed to be sleeping giants; lake

onsters such as Gitche Gumee, ile., Lalie Superior; or Wolf,

the demi-zod controller of the underworld. And over all

of these zods as the Great Hanitou, iisshipeshu, the great
G

evil lynxz.
There are many people who try to equate this Misshipeshu

with the Christian concept of God. However, as Dewdney

EN)

states, they don't understand the Algonqguin concept of God:

"For those who have assumed that the God of the
Christians and the 'Great EZpirit' as conceived by
the Amerindian are one and the same, it will come as
a shocl to read Tanners identification of Misshi-
peshu as the Xitchi (ie. Great) Manitou. By
Ojibway logic, the supreme supernatural being
was the most dreaded, evil and dangerous of all
the Manitous, an emlnence that JiubnlpCohU richls
deserved." (Sacred Scrolls of the Southern Ujlbhu

7

VoP.122)

From this.information,; we can see that the natural
knowlecge of God that is in the hearts of all men has been
severly clouded in the Indians heart--to the point that the
Indians have degenerated from Honotheism to animism. And
certainly their original knowledge that God is perfect and
demands perfection from his subjects has been clouded, and
they have transferred Their inherent evil nature to that
of their god; but the fact is that even in this most corrupt
form, the natural knowledge of God is there.

In their centuries of perversion from the worship of

the Trus God, the algonguins had followed the steps of every

other heathen religion. Their Shaman, the Medicine Hen, became
satanistic, and often claimed invulnerability from death. They alsc

relied heavily on dreams and v151onu fbr their spiritual direction,



and sometimes aven nracticed the blood sacrafice of black
Later, 1t would be dif:

this nantheon of gods out

R

religijous practice of seeliing

1

splritusl zuddance from e different Manitous that led to
the downfall of theilr nation Ye see this in that before

the white men, Tthe Erench with their whiskey and the British
with their rum, the Indisns relied on visions that came aj
days o1 starvation. Thus the Indian was dependent on hi

is
ovm ablliities to procure his visions. Even as a young boy,
e

vas supposed to seek thege visions and messag
For exennle, when the young boy was entering manhood, he
as put out of the camp, and was expected to travel the
forest alone until he received a vision from a Manitou. Vhen
he returned with his message, the tribgl leaders would name
the boy according to his vision, and then prophesy wha

this would mean for the voung man's future. After the
white men came with their ‘'spiritst! the Indian found an
extremely easier way to receive visions from his Manitous,

werpened was that the Indian began to be dncreasingly

reliant on the white men for his Indian spirituality. And
this factor led to the decay of the Indian society in that

the Indian became increasingly eager to please the white men
so that he could maintain his spirituality--by getting druni:.

xnerated to the point Tthat the Indian ignored his

tribal duties, responsibilities, and relationships; and even
gave his’  choice Indian maidens to the white men in order ©o
court the favor of the French voyageurs

The first of these Trench voyageurs began to arrive
sometime after 1600, along with the first TFTrench Catholic

ies. The missionaries were very apt in their use

of the well-liked French voyageurs as their ticket into the
Indian villa&ges, and accompanied them at every chance. These
missionaries also received ample success with their heathen

friends, since the Indians readily aceepted one more 'pod!

into their Manitou system. The hard part for the missionarics
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vas to Ttry Lo convince the Indiang that there was only
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God-—an Lldez that seened totally ridiculous o their native

rat migsionaries to teach Catholic doctrine to

he iz

the Ifanciscans: Le Carron and Sagard, who

Cy
iver area already in 1615.7 Some

i
nd the 1¢40's, permenent mission statlons

n
on Mackinac Igland and at 5t. Ignace, These stations

L.

were then the starting point for mission activity throughout

the U.P. They consisted of a small birch-barlk chapel and
house, an enclosure made of cedar posts tto surrcund the
bulldings, In 1641, Fathers Jogues and Raymbault made their

way up the 3t. Hary's River from one of these stations, and

held the first Christian services in Michigan at the foot of

Lake Suuerior. They then named the location, the Sault de
- s 10
Sainte iarie,
The next one hundred hears showsd little cha from that

early pattern, as missionary after missionary made his
rounds at the pre Lca1n~ stations scattered around the U.P
In thelr duties, the missionaries included translating parts

of the 3ible into the different Indian dialects, teaching then

favorite French hymns, and tirelessly tesching, preaching and
ministering to the sicli. Seated in their 40' long birch-bark

i
'ontreal' canoes, the migsionaries could malke up to 80 miles

a day cn the Great Lakes, some of the most notable events of
this hundred year history include:

aesestnn 1360, the Jesuit, Rene Henard, was sent from Ouebec to
establish a uissimn among the Hurons. During the next fall9
he made his way to L'Anse to winter ‘here. e then proceede

to Checuamegon Bay, made his way inland to preach to the HMHeno-
monee Indlans, and was never seen again. 11

veesoln 1665, Father Claude Allouez set out to try to find
Father lenard.. Along the wWay, he became the most active of
all the Catholic missionaries. He was reputed to have baptized
over 10,000 Indians and instructed over 100,000. He died in
1690. 19

see.stnn 1663, Fathérs iMarquette and Dablon founded the first
permanent mission at Sault Ste. iarie, In 1670, Dablon was
placed in charge of all missions in the Upper Great Lalkeg
»zion, and the next year lMarquette founded St. Ignace, named
Tor the founder of the Jesuit Order., 13

sesosdln 1563, Harqguette heads west. /Y
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An tins event occursed on June 14, 1671
a b EH
Jean Talon, the Intendent of New ¥France, invited all the

emony . burinz

that ceromony, he pompously "ilordering on
the northarn and western and southern seas, ilncluding all 1tg
length and breadth for the King of France¢”1° The Indians
weren't n“@rly impregsed,

The onglish must not have been too impressed elither, since
almost 100 wvears later, France ceded these lands to them (1783).

Perhaps the fact that until 320te, the majority of

Michigenders were of French descent, had Something to do with .-
, s AN . 16 \ .
the apathy of the Dritish towasrd the U, In the meantine

1ife went on as usual for its inhabitants.
ish and thelr English spealing cohorts didn't

) )

gd about settling any part of lilchigan until

ut 13800, when the first real effort to settle the Lower Peninsula
17 s

e

0
hegins with the incorporation of the City of Detroiv in 1802,

However, it toolt 18 years for them to even send a migsionary

nventor of the. -~

to the U.P, as the Rv.Dr. lorse, father of the i
L , Lo " . . . 18
telegraph arrived at Mackinac Island in 1820. Two years

later, he wes joined by Rev. Ferry, who opened a mission
2 \J \/ Jos s

school for the Indians with the help of his wife.in 1823,
In 1322, Rev, Bingham, founded the first Protestant
mission at the Sault with the hel:» of an Episcopalian. native

convert, Rev,. HMr. Cameron and another Presbyterian, Rev. Porter.

'he three of them used this station as a base for Thelir work
1

O

02}

along Lalie Superior,

That same year marks the start of the llethodist efforts
in the U.P.,, as John Sunday, a native teacher from the Vesleyan
mission in Canada made his way across the U.P. By 1834 . he
vhad made his way to the Xeweenon, To preach to the Ojibways.
From the other direction in '33, Rev, John Clark canoctd. his

way from Green Bay to the Sault, as another Methodist established

a2 migsion for the Potowabtomi called Hannahville between

lienomonic., The next year, Clark Jjolned Sunday

Tgcanaba and J
in Keweenon and helped himio establish a more permanent mission
arranzement there--just as Clarlk had done at Little Rapids and

the Sault. /
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history of Roman

arrived in L'insge to begin his ministry there., Hig importance

to the orea ls summarized by Havighust, when He writes:

"On ladeline Island in Chequamegon Bay Father
Daragza bullt the Church of 3t. Joseph, zracing

[ DU —
Cing

3

g from Austria. At L'Anse on
Heweenaw Bay he established the Assining Hission
with 1ts school for Indian children. During the
Copper rush he ministered to German and Irish
Catholics along with his Indian converts.
Eventually he became the Bishop of the Upper
Peninsula. At hisg death in 1868, he was buried
in the cryvpt of St. Peters Cathedral on Bareaga
Avenue in Marcuette." (Great Lalkes DLeader, v.47)

it with pain

Father Daraga's importance to the spiritual lives of
neople that he served ig reflected by the fact that a 407
bronze statue of his likeness stands at the mouth of the
Keweena Day on Highway 41, in remembrance of the worl that
he did among the people.

Tvo vears after Father Baraga started his work at

ist was assigned to The other

bay area, the Hewesenaw, This was the Ffirst assignment of
the newly formed Iii onference of the llethodist Churcin,
but unfortunately this first candidate didn't last long. Pastor
Chandlzsr died the next year of exhaustion. In 1838 then,
Rev, V.0, Brochway was assigned to talke Chandler's place,
W.e wonder what type of man that this Brockway was since the
Indians nicknamed him '"Pewabic'—-the Iron Man. Ve'rle told
that it might have had something to do with the fact that
he had been a blacksmith, or the fact that he was vehemently
opposed to any vice of any kind., Whatever the reason, he cantinued

. . . . . e A s 20
his wor: to help the Indians improve their standard of living.

the next ten years, a movement began that would

T
jo
-
J
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change the face and the lifestyle of the U.P. forever.

This movement is commonly referred to as the Great Lurcpean
Influx, although only 20% of these new settlers were directly
from LBurope., Theg following chart of the population of
HMichigan may be of some help in seeing what a drastic

1.

change this was for the U.P.
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500,000 1,

mission

conseguence to the religious history of the U
1

These new churches that

place were very important to attlers 1f we 11
to what Finlan tells us when he writes, "Churches plaved s

significant role in the Iives of the people, and ministers

priests were available nearly everywhere, once communities
s J I ?

jplel
were "EY And Blois summarizes the efforts of

church bodies other than the Cahtolics, Presbyterians, and

seceders, Coventars,
FSOllotS"~tﬂGSO are
a few scalttlere _ ifferent parts
the State, bu sufflol Nt S‘Luig“ical information
has not been recelved of the number of ministers,
or memnbers, Those number“Jro however, LﬂCONolQ“

"Lutherans,
Christ-ians,

sven

and

o
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The last larze relizious group to arrive in lilchigean's

North Country was the Hormons, under the leadership of James

Strans. The Mormons took control of DBeaver Island,
much to the dismay of the ‘'gentile! inhabltants., They

appointed Strang as thelr vrophelt, priest, and king, and
procesded to bulld thelr utoplan land, The Islanders

them at every step, but eventually it was the

aubccratic leadership of Strang that spelled theilr demise,

In July of 18850, things had heated up to the point that the

Ny

Steamer ‘Hacltinact came with a contingent

rdered To arrest Strang.

from the Island, but later returned to stir

everything up again, Finally, on June 16, 1856, as he

was aboult to board a steamer, a conspirator named e Cullogh

shot him. Vhen Strang died on July 8th, the Tslanders cave
the Hormons notice to leave. On July 9th, the 'gentiles!

could take the Mormons'! presence no longer, so they sacked

St. James (The town named after Strang, which was the capital

the island). While on their rampage, they also sacked the
castle and burned the royal library. The Mormons left the
next dav

Perhaps it wa n't chance that szv the departure orf

.

Tthe Mormons.at._.aboult the same time that the Lutherans were
about to arrive., It's common practice to get rid of the

weeds before yvou plant the grain. In The History of the
W i o Evs

Upper FPeninsula, edited in 1883, the writers speak toward

the value of the arrival of those Lutherans:

"The German Evangelical Lutheran Church, Unicn
Societies, and okper forms of religious worship,
heve been introduced within the past two decades.
Like the great advances in mining and other
industries, religious enterprise is also
progressing.”" (p.178)
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Past I.1 January of 1867, the 'Deutsche
cheranische Pete? und Pauls Gemeinde in Hancocel!

Vas organized, and the history of Lutheranism in IMichigan's

hey cidn't seem too overly concerned with whether they ot
)

m
their pastor s from the HMissouri or Wisconsin Synod. In Tact,
14
o

in thess Zwvanse al Lutheran Chruches, vou will find that

until turn of the century, f@any of them got their pastors

Synod could supply them firsty Tortunate ely, and by
grace of God, both synods at this time were prodicing well
trained, confessional men.

Another interesting fact is that historians state
the the andinavians were ilmmigrating to the U.P, already
in the 1240%s and '50's, but it isn't until the 1860's and

170's €

ve begin to hear of tThem--at least The Lutherans
in their» ~rouns. A large influx of Scandinaivans came during

the Civil Yar, when some mining concerng in Copper Country

pald a named Silverspar Tto return to Scandinavia,

recruit

crants, and return them to the U.P. ilﬂﬂ immigrant

came to Copper Country because of this agreement, but many of

the ori-in-1 =roun vwas conscrinted Ffor service in the Union
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vnon the Tinnish settlers began to arrive in
Conper Zountry, they comprised one-fourth of all the Finns
in the United Stubeoag Yet, there were very few, 1f any
ministers writh them when they Tirst came. They ended up
joinings with tThe lMorwezian churches, and worshiping with
them until thew zot a pastor from Finland or they found
a nroblem with the Horwezian's o

Ore of The earliest Finnish groups to arrive were
a grouy of Laestadians, or Apostolic Lutherans. They
Jeined the lorwepgian Church in Calumet, but soon left it
when they felt that these iHorwegians weren't really in
fellowshio arith them.J vithout getting into great detail
this tine, let it suffice to say that the Apostolic
Lutherans are very choosy about whom they consider to
be Christians, and who can forgive sins. They are very
formon=-1ilze in their church government set-up, and
are almost what one would call pentecostal. This break

and the Laes ta“lcnm proceeded to

independent Apostolic Lutheran Church

that time, they would attend services
ith the church that they belonged to,
and then meet together as a group later In fact, as all
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