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Man's relentless march through time has led him
past many milestones, As he tramples through time he
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litters the pathway with the debris of his
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ways rushing on in the hope of better days yet 1o come.
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The record ofiman in God's world is like ot prints in-

the sand that are gulckly washed away with the pounding
g

waves of yet another era, These footprints are socon lost

4 new generation proceeds along the
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same path heedless of the treacherous footing up ahead.
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here man had fallen before, Yet this is
all avoidable., Reading a rosad map called history, man
could avoid wrong turns and dead ends. In his own per=
verse way man seems to delight in ignoring history and
ensuring failure for his future.

God’'s history book of the world, the Bible,.records

P

man’s driving desire to be lgnorant of the past. No one
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pays attention to what the past would say to the future.
Even within his own 1lifetime Abraham ignored his past and
fell into that temptation of lying about Sarah's relation=-
ship to him, Church history is not filled with a varietly
of new heresies, but old heresies resurfacing because the
old warning signs had been torn down..
Our 1w0d%s history curriculum provides ample op-

portunity to study man in general and the errors of the

church in specific, This curriculum is designed to meet

practical needs for future pastors. It provides the hise



torical framework into which God's Word penetrated and
effected the salvation of souls. Thus equipped the pastor
more thoroughly can interpret and expound Scripture.

This curriculum unveils man's attitudes played out.through
his actions. The pastor can then see the Scriptural
truths of anthropology working themselves out in man's
relationships. 1In dealing with the needs and problems

of his people, the pastor will avoid dictatorial leg-
alism or naive idealism. As a theologian, the pastor too
benefits from the:history of the church and the sad story
Qfaher;@erTSur;Téﬁ often error arose when one tried to
explain doctrine under the light of reason. Inaccurate
doctrinal overstatements and the hypocrisy of ambiguocus
formula® have been the Scylla and Charybdis between

which the church must be guided. Writing makes an exact
man, but history tells him why he must be exact. In a |
very real sense the future of the WELS is determined by
her history, how she studies and appreciates what his-

tory has to offer.

History in the broad sense is the study of. the old in a
new era. However, history is comprised of preserving the
past, in written and physical form. It includes cri-
tical comments directed toward a past age. It also can
limit itself to applyihg history to the future., No one
man could complete an exhaustive study of each phase

of history. It is the first phase of history, that of



preserving the past that has recently been revived here
in Americai Renaissance fairs and settlers" squares
have become increasingly popular with the public. Not
only are artifacts from the past being preserved, but
history itself comes alive in the vivid hues of the pre-
sent. People seem interested in at least. preserving
history.

It is for this reason that the topic of Daniel

Falckner's Curieuse Nachricht von Pensylvanis was cho-

sen for this paper. 0One sentence from The Lutherans in

North America pigued my interest, "Especially impres-

sive must have been the glorification of the colon.:':.e:s“..“"L

Nelson cbviously was not certain what Falckner's book
said about America. So then curiosity forged ahead.
Prof. Westerhaus courteously complied by securing & copy
of the rare book which is under examination., The En-
glish text was photo copied for future use at the Sem
and for the author's reference., What could soon become
almost inaccesible has now been made a permanent part of
the Sem library.. The brief commentary is added to give
information on Falckner, his bock and comments on the

questions.,

Litergture of the times

Falckner's book was by no means the first book of
German authcrship to describe the New World.. The first
book was written by Sebastian Brant in 1494, Narren-

schiff made reference to the discovery of the New World.~?



The Sixteenth Century also saw many other pamphlets:hit

the market place. Hans Staden's book, Warhaftige Hist~

oria und Beschreibung Einer Landtschaff der Wilden,

Nacketen, Grimmigen Menschfresser and Theodor de Bry's

Great Voyages supplied Germans with colorful descriptions

of the Americas.J

These books offered the German people hope in the
face of religious and political turmoil. As travel
became more successful, more writers appeared on the
scene with accurate accounts of the New World. Francis
Daniel Pastorius, leader of the Mennonite expedition in
1683, issued a letter to his parents dated Maréh>7,
1684.4 This letter along with his report tothe Frank-
furt Company were later combined and published in var-
ious forms. Pastorius' reports were but.a small part of
the literature reaching the Germans. Nor was it only
German authors who‘stung their Geﬂmanagamdiegce‘with
Wanderlust.

William Penn had obtained properiy rights to a
sizeable tract of New World land. His Quaker faith was
easily coupled with the piletism of Mennonites, Morav-
ians, Dunkers and Herrn_huters. The likely victims of
his media blitz were the Germans. With the cooperation
of Benjamin Furley of Rotterdam, Penn's works were tran-
slated into German and distributed among the people,5
Interesting to note is the fact that several of these

works appeared before his trip to Pennsylvania in 1682,
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These writings were the result of Penn's three
visits to Germany, the last of which was in 1677. Through
these visits he established contact with the principals
of the various sects. Offering them the guarantee of
safety, peace and prosperity in his colony, the Germans
were eager to read about the "promised land” in the
Americas.” {(In his various visits to Germany, Spener:
and Penn, never met; in fact it seems Spener avoided
him.7) The influence of Penn upon the early German
immigrations (1709, 1764) should not be minimized.

Had Penn.been loyal to the church of England it is quite
likely that the history of the Germans in America would
be entirely different.

The writings of boih Penn and Pastorius left a

deep impression on the troubled Germans. It was into

this context that Falckner®'s Curieuse Nachricht was

born. The following is a chronolcogical 1list of writings
contemporary to Falckner,

168l-=Froberg of Nurnberg issues German
edition of Du Val's Universal Geog-

raphy

1681l-=Some Accounts of the Province of
Fennsylvania in America (W. Penn)

1682~-=Information and Directions to Such
Persons are Inclined Lo America
(W, Penn)
c:1686-=-Brief Account of the Province of
Pennsylvania (W, Penn)

169OM«V§er Kleine doch ungemeine und Sehr
Nutzliche Tractatlein (Pastorius)

1692-=Kurtze geographische Beschreibung

1700--Umstandige ge@graphische'Beschreibung,

-




1700-~Curieuse Nachricht (Falckner)

1704~-Continuatio der Bescheibung der
Landschafft Pennsylvania (Cur=-
ieuge and Umstandige in one vol-
ume

Brief Biography of Daniel Falckner”

Falckner wasnborn on November 25, 1666 in Langen-
Reinsdorf (Saxony) to Rev. and Mrs. Daniel Falckner.
Coming from a long line of Lutheran pninisters Falckner
was able to use his father®s ample library. His poor
health dictated that he spend more time in the library
thgn outside. His studies eventually led him to Halle
where he became acquainted with Franke and Spener.

Prior to his trip to America Falckner had visions
and fell under the power of so-called "prophetessesg"
of the Pietist movement, In February 1694 he was sent
with Magister Kelpius and Heinrich Kdster (by Francke
and Spener) to the New World. During this trip aboard
the Sara Maria, Koster seems to have rid Falckner of his
wildest pietistic notions. However, throughout his life
he remained a pietist,

During his first stay in America Falckner gained a
greati. deal of information about his new environs. In
1698/99 he returned to Germany to recrulit mere settlers,
Francke, who was extremely interested in this new land,
arranged for a meeting with Falckner, The basis of this
meeting was a list.of 73 questions he desired Falckner
to answer. These 73 questions and an additional 21 be-

came the core of Falckner®'s Curieuse Nachricht. In




the final draft Falckner included a lengthy preface

to prove his orthodoxy. Sachse was able to find this

200 year old manuscript in Halle, and used it as the pri-
mary source for his book.

Falckner returned to Germany also for business pur-
poses. He was appointed as attorney for the Frankfurt
Company. This later caused a rift between him and Pas-
torius,.zvAfterihis return to America Benjamin Furley ap=-
pointed Falckner to replace Pgstorius as agent of the
Frankfurt Co., Evidently Pastorius had not been complete-

10

ly faithful in his duties. Falckner's leadership re=-

sulted in the loss of several thousands of acres of

11 It is perhaps

land to a cheat by the name of Sprogel.
to Palckner'’s discredit that his church property was
calledFalckner's Swamp.

A greater accusation was made by the bitter Pastor-
ius against Falckner. Contrary to Falckner's preface

in Curieuse Nachricht, Pastorius accused Falckner of be-

ing a spendthrift and a drunkard. This raises questions
that history perhaps will never answer. Did Falckner
fall to temptations to which a pietist would not admit?
Was the Mennonite Pastorius so bitter against Falckner
that he would libel him? Time has drawn a shroud around
the person of Daniel Falckner. No. exact date is even
given for his death. Suffice it to say he lived at
least until 1741 in New Germantown, where he retired

12

after a forced resignation from his pastorate.”

Falckner's life and writing reveal an interesting



period of history in Germany and America,. The world was
in the midst of change; European culture was being planted
and adapted in an awesome new frontier. German Lutherans
were playing roles in this dynamie revolution. The church
itself was imbued with a sense of curiosity and respon-
sibility. While some of Francke's questions may seem
naive, remember that they were approaching a situation
entirely out of their ken. In the recent histery of

the WELS some of our questions regarding foriegn mission
fields Peflect that same naivete. Then, by reading
through his Nachricht we can gain a sense of our past

and appreciation for what the future offers for our church

- work abroad,

Commentary on the Questions

In general the questions.are very practical., Francke
intended to strengthen his ties to America by sending
more of his men there. If that goal were to be achieved,
he needed good, solid answers {o basic guestions. How
do you get there? What do you need? Are there laws
we must be mindful of? How should we act. These were,
and still are,questions asked by those about to be sent
out into God's world. The answersin turn are intended
for the novice, the first time traveler. Falckner'comes
to the point quickly and clearly. He is practical and
sincere, When no specific answer can be given, he gives
a general guideline and leaves the application open.
If he doesn't know the answer, he admits it. These

questions reveal that things change little in the course



of time, and man changes not at all., The questions then-

selves will show this,

Question 1 (p. 83) Falckner mentions the possibility

of founding a new colony. Perhaps Francke had prefaced
his questions with a remark that.in cooperation with the
Frankfort Company they were planning to establish their
own purely piegistic colony somewhere in the Americas.
No other mention of this is given in the history books.
Note also his practical advice to avoid duties on linen

taken through England,

Question 3 (p. 83f) He demonstrates an adequate knowledge

of the human body, urging some sort of physical activity
for even the lame. Surprisingly he doesn't mention the

study of God's Word during the voyage; this could be un-
derstood as a natural activity that doesn't need mention-

ing.

Question 5 (p. 89f) It is reasonable that the sailors

would try to use their saltiest langusdge arpund the re-

ligious folk that happened to be their cargo.

Question 6 (p. 91) Spener's inner light is reflected in
Falckner’s answer to be careful around the crew "unless
the Lord has made a special enlightenment in one,..of
them"., He offers good advice to guard ones possessions

and avoid too close welations with the crew.

Question 7 (p. 93) Falckner encourages the use of brandy
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to ward off sea-sickness!

Question 9 (p. 95) Getting advice from the locals is

typical of Falckner's common sense.,

Question 12 (p. 99) He again urges the use of brandy,

and mentions the drinking of strong, English beer and ap=
ble beverages. We will note such references because of
Pastorius’ accusations against Falckner. Question 76
simply mentions the trade of liquor without encouragement

of its use,

Question 17 (p. 107) Falckner takes careful notes of the

fact that European illnesses affected the Indians severely,
He offers many such sound, scientific bits of informa-

tion,.

Question 17-44 These questions deal specifically with the

Indians, their culture and conversion. Prancke and Spe-
ner were extremely interested in mission work as were the
majority of pietists. Their questions do not spring from
idle curiosity, their intent is 1o understand Indian life
in order to gain avenues for evangelism. Falckner offers
some suggestions that are still in use today. First

of all, he is aware that the greatest possible success
with the Indians would come abhout only if the white man
learned the Indian language. WELS practice in the world
mission field still operates on that same premise..

The second major point Falckner makes is that the spread

of the gospel could be done among the young., While
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this does not work among every cultures, we find more
grade schools functioning as mission arms especially
in inner city areas. The Taiwan field concentrates the
bulk of its efforts on youngsters from the middle ages

to Jjunior college levels,

guestion 33 (p. 125) This question again is evidence that

Falckner was well versed in current scholarly theories,
Although his notion is not completely correct, it has
been proven that Northern Europeans did reach portions
of the New World long before Columbus touched the shores

of the West Indies.

Questions 49, 50, 53, 69, 88 These questions deal speci-

fically with the value craftsmen in America. It must. be

remembered that in Germany apprentices and journeymen

e T

in the trades were often used as traveling evangelists(~%ngLCW~;

among the pietists and other sects. Evidently, the
leaders in Germany had already toyed with applying the

same idea here in America.

Question 66 (p. 173) Falckner here mentions that some

illicitly sell liquor to the Indians. Already in the
1700's it was recognigzed that Indians have a certain
weakness for alcohol. Ongoing studies generally support
this idea as being a physiological iendency, among Indi-
ans. The government recognized the symptoms if not the
cause already in Falkner's time made provision for it..
(Prof, Schuetze in Senior pastoral theology mentioned

that early in his ministry a congregational member was .

0

)
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found guilty of selling liquor to the Indians in South

Dakota, How little times change!)

guestion 69 (p. 179f) Falckner offers himself as an ex-

ample to the fact that though sickly in his youth, ex-
ercise in America had made him strong. His childhood
sickness had been mentioned in his biography; here he
states that he had overcome even this difficuliy in

Pennsylvania,

Question 70,71 (p. 183f) Already in Question one the idea

of a new colony is mentioned. Here Francke becomes more
specifie in this matter. Falchkner iscnot entirely enthused
with idea stating that "they might still remain with the
old colonies." Later in question 81, Falckner offers an
ambition plan for establishing a self-supporting commune

or plantation.

Question 81 (p. 203f) His plantation concept is more

fully outlined on pp. 231-237. His plans involve the
establishment of a farm with servants, which would become
the hub of a community of indepehdent craftsmen. His pur-
pose is to provide for teachers and a preacher éost

free to that community. The government would be conduc-
ted in a Presbyterian manner with all being treated with
equality.vile particularly:stréssesithat the preacher not
lord it over the people but conduct himself as a humble
servant. (One wbnders what later causedihis forced re-
signation from his congregation in New Jersey.)

Question 98 (p. 223) Falckner too lived in an era when
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millenialism was rampant. It seems however that he had

not fallen into this error.

Po 241ff, It is amusing to note that Falckner's list of
household goods gives specific directions to hideiron
implements in a barrel of clothes and bedding to avoid
customs duties. Fortunately, the WELS has not reflected
this advice of Falckner. As promised earlier, we note
again (p. 245) that he recommends a couple distillers
accompany groups of settlers., He carefully states "as

is customary there,"”

Daniel Falckner was far from perfect, but he did serve
the Lord as pastor and trail blazer to this great new
land, The impact his book made on Germans is difficult
to estimate. Suffice it to say that he too was another
sail in the ship bringing thousands of Lutherans to a
land of promise. The man, Falckner, was talented and
energetic, with an eye to the practical. We noted the
several references to sirong drink, perhaps Pastorius®
accusations did grow from a seed of truth. Future his-
torians will have the opportunity to amuse themselves over

that question for generations to come.
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