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If one were to ask a Seminary graduate some of the things

he would not look forward to happening in his church, one thing

It was the result of a church schism that Zion Ev. Lutheran
Church in Crete, Illinois began. It was because of this schism
and a court battle that went to the Illinois State Supreme Court
that the wWisconsin Synod had its first church in Crete. The
reasons were not doctrinal. The schism resulted over the moving
of the church building some three quarters of a mile. In this
paper I would like to take a look at the founding of Zion and the
controveray'behind it, I will do this in 5 parts:
I. History leading up to 1908.
I1. Controversial meeting of 1908,
I1II., Court battles between the factions.
IV, Conflicting stories,
V, Lessons to be learned.

The congregations organized as Zion congregation in the
year 1849 on a piece of land southeast of Crete known as Beebe's
Grove., Thelir first pastor was Rev, A. P, wWeyel. He had arrived
in New York City on July 17, 1849, He passed nhis colloquium
and was appeinted as a missionary for wWill County and the
surrounding ares with Crete as his home base.l His home consisted
of a small hut 12 X 12 bullt out of logs. There were two rooms
in this small hut, the larger being the room where the worshlp
services were conducted, Later on the services were conducted
in the upper story of one of the member's home, Mr. Rinne, In

1852 Zion Congregation joined the Missouri Synodsz
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This small congregation would find itselves being the mother
of several other congregations, Oge group requested to form a
congregation about 7 miles south of Crete because of the distance.
They formed St. John's Congregaticn:of Eagle Lake.J This
congregation is still in existance today. Another group built
a church and school about a mile and a half southwest of Crete
in Black Walnut in 1855 and called themselves St. Johannis
Congregationaa This church, however, remained a branch of
Zion Congregation., They shared the same pastor, This was a
burden for the pastor, however, because of the poor traveling
conditions, Pastor Selle on countless occasions tried to bring
the two Congfegations together and build one church., It was not
until 1858 that this took place. With 53 total members the two
churches merged under the name of Evangelisch-lutherische
Dreieinigkeits-Gemeinde, The name Zion disappears until 1911.5
The new body organized on February 29, 1860 and filed its certifi-
cate of incorporation on May 3, 1860.°

The two churches bought one acre of land about a half
mile south of Crete. The two bodies, however, both kept their
owrni schools. Fach "district" was to pay for the salary of its

oWn teach
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ers, with the church standing behind each one to
guarantee the salarles., The new body erected its first church
in 1B60 2% 2 cost of $2,600.,7 This new location was pretty well
situated ir the middle of the two old locations, I+ might also
be noted that few people lived in the village of Crete at this
time. In 1807 a parsonage was built at the site for the pastor.

Things progressed pretiy smoothly for the next L9 years,



There were several changes in pastors during this period. But
besides these changes the congregation grew to the size of 176
by 1908. It was during this time in 1872, that a new school
district was formed. It was called the Crete district since it
was in- the village. The congregation now had three separate
schools.8 wWe also note that the membership in town was rapidly
growing. It would be this school district that would begin the
bon€ of contention. It would be out of this school district
that the subject matter of the schism would come.

II.

On July 12, 1908 the Crete School District discussed the
need to move the existing church into town. This was discussed
at length. One reason was that "the way to church is too arduous
for old people and for women with children.”? They felt there
was a need to make it more convenient for those in town who had
no transportation. They were also worried that 2 new church of
a different faith would soon be erected in Crete, As a result
the following resolution was passed: "It is our wish %o have a
church in Crete soon, and the Secretary shall inform the congregation
of this resoclution at its next meeting,"10

This the Secretary did. At its regular guarterly voters
meeting in September, the matter was brought before the congregation.
According to the minutes this matter had been discussed on
numerous occasions prior to this meeting. They wanited the
congregation to realize that their purpose was not to S;lit the
church, that was why they were net recommending that a new church

be built, but that the church be moved. After 2 short discussion



of the matter a motion to move the church was defeated by a vote
of bl - o, It was "resolved to take up the matter at the

next meeting,"ll I+ should be noted that the minutes read

"+he next meeting” and not the January meeting., This will prove
impor%antwlateﬁ,mmItmshouldwalsombe noted that these minutes
were read and approved as read at their November 1 meeting.

On the following Sunday another meeting was held by The
Crete School»DiS‘tx‘iMz° This meeting was open ﬁo anyone. They
folt that that matter was too important to let go. One guestion
was asked at the previous meeting as to whether a sultable
piece of land could be found in Crete. Because of this question
the Crete School District appointed a committee to concern itselfl
with the purchase of land and what the costs would be to move
the church,l?

An extra meeting of this body was held on October 18, 1908,
The purpose of this meeting was to hear the report of this elected
committee. The committee reported that they had bought & plece
of land of 7 1/2 acres for church purposes from Mr. Gustav
Ruppert for $2,500 and that the moving expenses would cosSt
$785a00q13 Twelve members of the district bought the land at
tnis time for several reasons: 1) sSo that no one could say
there was no ground to be had; 2) so that when it was learned
that Trinity was looking for land the price would not be jacked
up. It was strictly a business deal. The church was not
obligated to buy it. At this time the land only belonged to 2
Tew membersﬂig This report was unanimously accepted and the

wish to bring this before the con repation again was approved.
© =
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Following the constitution, a special meeting was called on
November 1 to further discuss this meeting.l5 After the minutes
from the September meeting were read and approved, there was an
objection that.this meeting had no right discussing this matter
since it had been moved to discuss it‘at the NewYeaf's meétihgmﬂ
It is true that everyone expected the next meeting to be the
next quarterly meeting, yet the minutes did not say the January
meeting but rather just the next meeting. The report was read
and "unanimously resolved upon to take up this matter" 16 for
consideration. The minutes say that "a lively, at times vehement,
debate,” took place. 17 As a result 3 groups emerged: 1) those
who were absolutely in favor of moving the church: 2) those who
were not opposed as long as the money could be raised; and 3) +those
who were completely opposed. A motion was made to move the church.
After a lengthy discussion, a vote was taken via voce. The
chairman decided the ayes had won. The vote was so close <that
after some discussion the chairman withdrew his decision. Now
a2 new committee was formed using the commititee from the Crete
School District as part of the committee and appointing several
other members from the congregation. The purpose of the committee

was: 1) Costs to bring the church to Crete; 2) Acguisition

of land; 3) Costs to put the church over a new basement 8 f%.
high; 4) Costs to simply put the church on a foundation: 5) Solicit
subscriptions. It was resolved to have a meeting in 2 we@ksn18

On November 15, 1908 another meeting was called to hear the

report of this committee., It should be noted that again the

minutes from the previous meeting were read and approved, The



committee reported that the total cost would be about $5,000,
They also reported that the subscriptions which were solicited
total $4,510. This report was adopted. The meeting now proceeded
to the question of moving the church. It was moved that the vote
be taken by ballot and then everyone would be satisfied with the
results. After the ballots were counted the vote was 7656 in
favor of moving the church., The minutes say that the discussbn
of moving the church took place. After the matter had been
thoroughly discussed, it was unanimously passed that this moving
take place as soon as possible. 19 1Tnis was the beginning of
the end. The church was moved to a new site about three quarters
of a mile north.

T+ seems that those who had voted "no" were not so willing
to give up. A protest was put into writing which objected to
the move of the church. It was said to have been signed by
56 members and delivered to the pasﬁormgo In the next meeting
on January £, 1909, the pastor reported that a few of the members
nad made a protest in writing. It was asked if anyone at the meetl-
ing objected to the meeting and no one replied. The minutes of
both meetings were accepted as :@ead@z1

Another meeting was called on January 31, 1909 to investigate
this controversy which had started. The group in the county
said that tne present church which moved to Crete was no longer
the congregation but they were. Rev. Henry Engelbrecht, the
President of the Northern Illinois District of the Missourl
Synod was present at the meeting. After both sides had spoken the

uestion was placed to him, "#ho is the congregation?” The
q I g



President answered, "I could not decide otherwise than to say
that this is the old Trinity Congregation here now assembleda“z1
ITT.

The country faction did not give up. They were determined
to keep a church at the original site. In March they hauled
several loads of stome and building material to the existing
Site,utggying down gates and locks. The members of Trinity
found it necessary to filé’a”éoﬁff injunétion whiéh read:

You are hereby notified and warned not to

trespass or haul any material onto any properiy

belonging to the German Evangelical Lutheran

Trinity Congregation of the Unaltered

Augsburgishe Confession at Crete, I1linois.22
This was the beginning of these two groups fight in court. The
circuit court of Joliet decided in favor of the dissenting group
and ruled that the land be sold and divided up.

The Village group quickly appealed their case to the State
Supreme Court. After a drawn out affair the Supreme: Court
rendered & decision in favor of the Village group. The dissenters
did not give up, but petitioned the Synod for ministerial
services. The Synod said that this would be granted only 1f the
group would recognize Trinity as the true and original church,
implying that they were guilty of the schism. Instead of
recognizing their guilt they went to the #isconsin sSynod for
help. Trinity made a formal protest to the “igconsin Synod
concerning this action. After a long delay, another invest-
igation was made and 1t wasn't until 1913 that a peace agreement
was madeszu It can be said that this was only on paper for the

two did not worship together again until a joint reformation service



was held in 1946.25

The dissenters then re-organized under the name Zion
Ev. Lutheran Church. Dr. ‘enry Wente was installed as its first
Pastor on August 28, 1910. On September 10, 1911, Zion dedicat-
ed its house of worship. The total cost was about $13,000.
They also built a large parsonage for the pastor and moved the
old school to-the new-site on the southwest corner of the ..
village where it still exists todayn26

Iv.

when oné reads the accounts from the court proceedings, one
finds many conflicting stories. Those from the dissenting side
say that Engelking, who earnestly opposed the move, made the
statement to move the church as quickly as possible in a fit of
rage, They say that it was never intended %o be a motionm27
Yet countless testimony, including the minutes, show that
Engelking was questioned as to whether or not the statement was
intended as a motion. He is quoted to have said that 1t was
intended &s a motion,<0

There is also conflicting testimony about those who were
left at the end of the meeting. Some say that many members
l1eft before the motion to move the church was put to the body, 29
The minutes and other testimony state otherwise.o 0 IF they did
leave this was a transgression of the constitution which states
that no one can leave the meeting before its end without first
asking permissiﬁn331

The dissenters argue about the purchase of land by the

District. They claim that the District had no right to purchase



Yet from testimony and minutes it is apparent that the group
Secured the land for themselves with the intent of selling
whatever portion the Church wanted.

The 1list of arguments is numerous. One might ask, "Who
is-right?" The court ruled in favor of Trinity. From the minutes
it appears that Zion aéted out of stubborness not to conform, It
~seems as if things went pretty well according to the laws of
the said constitu%ion. This is not to say that Trinity may
have slipped up somewhere, and it is not recorded. Yet if
these minutes were to be changed a protest should have been made
at the ratifying of these minutes. If there were no objections,
then one can assume they are correct. The evidence weighs
heavily in favor of Trinity. It appears that after it was decided
to move the church that a majority of the people were willing
to go along with the decision. It wasn't until after the
protest was passed around that the trouble really began, It
seems to be a matter that began to snowball and get out of hand.
It is evident that the country faction got to the point where
they were unwilling %o settle their differences.

V.

There is a lesson in this for all., At times it seems as if
it is monotonous and stupid to follow parliamentary law to the
letter. Yet we see that good records and proper procedure are
necessary to put down strong dissenters, Proper procedures and
records will help in settling disputes. All the formality in
2 church meeting is not just meaningless rhetoric, but necessary

irrocedure.



T4 is also necessary to have a proper file of organization
with the state and elected trustees. This too helped Trinity
win the battle. The farmer faction insisted that they were the
existing congregatioh, yet they were not the ones with the
'~Pr0Peer@P¢?$“QFwﬁfU???¢S° This is why Zion could not lay claim
to the old property, - |

Even ﬁhough Synodlcal officials requested that the two
grbﬁps reunlte, 1t never happened. ‘Trinity invited them on
countless times to come back, but the dissenters were convinced
that this could never happen. Today Trinity has also left the
LCMS and has joined WELS because of confessional reasons. The
schism has slowly been disappearing. As new people join both
churches the old story fades. Yet the controversy is still
brought up when both churches work on joint projects. Maybe
some day it will be forgotten. The writer ofvthis paper can
remember that when he was 2 member of Zion Lutheran School, the
friction was still very real. Even though that attitude was around
the writer has egstablished many friendships with those at Trinity.
T+ is my prayer that this animousity subsides completely some
day and that Christian love will be completely expressed by both

sidesS.
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