Py

Michigan,

"
A0awW

S
1w




This )
EaL‘?Z {“‘humh of

1 Q%ﬁiﬁr;ﬂm I ded
love and %u@gs@”t
a;hwm you, May the L~
g;a‘%ii@m as he has for the
 to look forward to the

i

el

yd
nay we
1 be

WY
you

m ﬂm WS“%::E ‘L@JL
ultimately

I T R :
this mg;ﬂa@&

P £3
=]

ju

like Lo achky

Chuzch,

1 t&u, T ¥ v d

i &@ﬂ, minutes of St, Stephen's chux since they were
: and Were y O : Semninary

would




The Negative Effe
of Bullding M

P

b on Stepvhansgeneinde, Adrian, Michigan,
chirzan Lutheran Seminary in Saginaw

<5

4
:

b5

1

N

8% is a landmark year, This year marks the 125th annivervsary
of the founding of the old Michizan Synod., 8t. Stephen Luthewan Church
of Adrian, Michigan was one of the charter members of the Michigan
Synod, The eongregation also celebrates its 125th amniversary in 1985,
In connection with the 50th anniversary of Nichigan as a distriet
of the Wisconsin Symod, Pastor Karl Krauss, a former ¥ichigan Discirict
prasident, compozed an essay narrating s brilef histozy of the Michigan

Synod, Xrauss notes that Michisan®s history has been hallmarked by

=t

This "Michigan Spizit,” Pastor Krauss points out, is inseparable {ron
the histery of Michigan Lutheran Seminary and its effesct on the Sym@&,g

In & not dissimilar way, the hilstory of St. Stephen’s Luthszan
Church eof Adgﬁ@h and the history of Michigan Lutheran Seminawry avs like=
wise inseparable., During the pastorate of Danisl M, Gleschen, St.
Stephen’s eurrent paster, the comgregation has displayed an attitude of
supportiveness of its Districet®s prep school, Fer @X@m@l@a from the
Junior confirmation class of 1984, 6 out of 11 members éh@se to comtinue
thelr education at MLS., This is quite an impressive ratie, considering
the fact that these young men and women are 1@@Vingyh©m@ for the first
time to live a three-hours® drive from ths security home means, Doubte
lessly influential in this area are the pastor and the congregation®s
love for God’s Word, a desive that its chlldrem be brought up in the
TLord’s nurture and admonition, and a clear understanding of the nesd

for workers in the Lord's harvest,

This type of close relationship is to be expseted from a congre-
gatlon situated in a city where the Seminary was almest builldt., But this
was, sadly, not always the casze, The briefl summary of events leading
up to the Seminary’s bullding in Saglnaw is familiar to those even

la

eadership, aggresslveness, and zeal which he labels "the Hichigan Spirlt,

q
{



casually acquainted with the school's history., Originally the Miehigan
Synod had decided to bulld its Seminary in the eity of Adrian., How=
ever, two months after this declsion was made, a speclal convention of
the Synod rescinded the reslution and voted to bulld the Seminary in
Saglnaw., In every history of Hichigan Lutheran Seminary ever written,
the tale of the Adrian congregation diops from the picture, and Christoph
Eberhardt, then Michigan Syned president, recelves landits as “father
of the Seminary” for his influence on’ths %@5@@1 and labors in its bshalf,
This essay’s alm is to show that President Eberhardt’s wheeling
and dealing, and in some ways almost taetless machinations to bring the
Seminary to his backyard in Sagimaw, had considerably negative effects
on the Adrian congregation. We would like to examine the early history
of 5t. Stephen’s congregation, or Stephansgemelnds, in cloze detail, guided
by the following outlines
Thesis: The Michigan Synod’s sudden declsion @f 1887 to change its plan
from tullding its Semlnary to Szginaw was the major reason Stephanse
geneinde of Adrian was almost permanently lost to the Chie Synod (now ALG),
I. GStephansgemeinde shaped by its first paster, Stephan ¥lingmann
II. The Seminary questien
ITI, Stephansgemeinde undsr (., ¥, Haussmann: deterierating health,
dastroyed morale
letzer and the decayed doctrine of Chio

E_:Fm
Y. The return to Michizan under H., Heyn
I. Histoxry's lessen

I, Stephansgemeinde ehawed by 1tz first pastor, Stephan Kﬁli@g@%ﬁﬂ
y ,

2
3%, %ﬁ@h@n’g congregation was organized in Ostobey, 1860 with
eleven members slgning the constitution, Its first pastor was the
young Basel emigre and fubture president of the Michlgan Synod, Pastor
Stephan Klingmann, The "first” Michigan Synod had had a congregation
in Adrian under a pattor named Trautmann, Trautmann was a student of

loehe whe sventually turned to the Mizsourl Synod, His congregation



beeame St, John's of Adrian. So when the faithful Pistor F. Schmid
organized his Michigan Synod, Adrian was a naturel place to asslgn one
of the men who came over from Pasel, In 1860, Christoph Eberhardt and
Stephen Klingmann arrived in Michigan, Much like the eounecil in Jers
usalen decided to divide the work, agresing that Paul and Baf@abag
should work among the Gentlles and Peter, James, and John among the
Jews, 30 did Bberhardt and Xlingmenn declde where thelr respective
fields were to be. FEnerhardt said te Klingmenn, “Y am strong and heal=
thy and more able to withstand the rigors of itinerant mission work

than you are, I will go to Allsgan County, and you shall go to adrian.®

b

Stephan %ﬁiingm@nn served the congragation in Ad@%@h a5 the first
stage of a dlstinguished ecaresr, In 1865 he moved to Homreoe to help the
youthful congregation there, and in 1867 he took the call to Salem-

Ann Arbor, From 1867 until 1881 Pastor Klingmann served as president
of the Michigan Synod. His guidance of the church body he helped Ffound
was characterized by a strong loyalty to the Lutheran confessions. It
was Klingmann who sspecially influenced Michizan's decizion to remain

in the General Uouncil as leng asz it 4id., In Koshler's Histery of the

Wisconsin Synod, he polnts out that this was not necessarily to its discredits

The representatives of the latter synoeds, after all, were
maturer men in age and experience than Mishigan®s., And
in the Couneil’s further developments, the Michigan men
always sponsored the right prinelvles, Hot only did they
do so from the start in regard to the meooted Pour Peints,
but as long as they held membership in ﬁh@%ﬁ@un@il stuek
to thelr testimony, while praetising forbesrance for ths
sake of the right-mninded men in the Council whom they did
not want to desert in theilr %trmgg1@¢&

Although Wisconsin, Minnesota, and others withdrvew from the Cemeral
Counell early when 1t became appavent that there were serious doctrinal
problems, President Xlingmann kept Miechigan in Cenerval Couneil member=
ship, In doing o, he displayed a pastoral concern for the falthful

within the General Council, yet not at the expense of failthfulness te
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the Gospel. At the present time, 1% 1s hard for us to imaglne a pastor

with seven years' experience sezwing as Synod president and being its

€]

hief spokesman in inter-church relations, Yet such was the gifted man
with whom God Wlessed Stephansgemsinde as itz first pastox.

It may be pure colncidsnce that the congrezation teok the name
of its first pastor. DBut as we examine ite sarliest history, we can
see that Stephansgemeinde really was “Stephan’s congregation.” Stephan

Klingmann truly left his confessional Iutheran ismprint on his first
congregation during an age when failthfulness to the Lutheran confessions
was an unpopular stand, The first article of the constitution of
Stephansgemeinde reads;

Chapter I
Concerning the Pastor '

The dutles of the preacher are chiefly the following: %o

preach the CGospel and declare the Word of God in aceordance

with the symbolical bhooks of the Evangelical Lutheran chuch,

to lead the publie worship service (Eph. 4:11<12), to ad-

minister the holy sacraments, and to exhort the people to

fulfill thelr duties; likewise, through proper means, pri-

vately as well as publicly, to build the chureh of Christ,,

o
This simple paragraph adds testimony to ¥lingmann®s bellef that the Luth=
. :
. 1/
sran confessions, the sym%&i@al books of the Evangelleal Lutheran
church, were clear and true expositions of Cod's Word.

Ister on in his dealings with the Ceneral Council as President
of the Michigan Synod, one of the blgsest problems the couppll faced was
"the Four Points;" pulpit fellowship, altar fellowship, lodges, and
mileanialism, The rule which became a byword for Lutherans of Kling-
mann’s mold was Chirles P, Xrauth®s "Lutheran pulpits for Lutheran minlsters

nly; Lutheran altars for Lutheran Christianz only,” Again in the cone
stitution of Stephansgemeinde composed by Pastor Klingmann, we see his
adhersnce to this rule at this eaxrly point in his ministry;
Chapter VI
Miso @Planaauw Articles
F&Zﬁsti ‘” E

No person, without the permission of the pazter and the
remainder of the church @@%Filg nenbers of the congrezation,

"



and in the absence of the pastor, without the consent of

the rast of the members, shall prsach in the chureh,

Every strange preacher who wishes to preash in 3t. Stephen’s

church must producs a satisfactory testimonial from an

Bvangelical Tutheran ministeriuvm before permission is

given to preach in 5t, Stephen's Qhuz@aaé
It was definitely a good Lutheran constitublen with which Stephansge
gemeinde toek its fivel steps as a Lutheran organized congrezation,

Klingmann's five-year pastorate at Stephansgemeinde was fruitiul
and eventful, It is inevedible to us that a nevw mission congrezation
such ag this would within five years bulld s new church, a new parsonsge,

and opan a Christian Day School, But in 1865, Pastor Klingmenn left

Adrian, 297

arently over the mysterious case of Mr., Helnrich Schmith,
The minutes of the speelal mesting of May 13, 1865, tell us;
According to the resolution of the congresgation on May 13%h,

M, Helnrieh Schmitt has been excommunicated from our con-
gregation bseause of unchristian conduet and azbltrary
transaction. This resolutisn shall be announced freom the
pulpit, Whoever condusts himself in an unseemly mannez
ag&inm@ @h@ pastoy or snother member as Schaitt 4id, shall

%@ excommunicated,
ter i@@laring its satisfaction toward its pastor, the

£33

@@ﬂg“@“@ﬁi@@ promises to ﬁupp@vt him with sacrifice,
ording to iis ability, on condition that he withdraw his
sﬁ&ﬁ@m@nﬁ and is further willing to sexve her, which he did

7
Johmitt apparently acted in an unchriztian and disrespectful way to
Pagtor Klingmann, Althoush ¥lingmann promised the eongrsgabion, and
the congregation was willing to make sacrifices for him, he must have
felt the lord wanted him to serve slsewhere, Two months latey, on
July 31, 1868, “Pastor John Hass was callsd unanimously as pastor,..the
installation of Pastor Haas shall take place as soon as possible by
astor Klimgmanna“g Two things strike our attention here, Pasior

Klingmann has moved en to Honroe, pevhaps feeling the need greater there,

But his assoclation with the congregation was not ending. In a way,

4

during the yesrs following Klingmann®s departure, the congregation was

still influenced by its first pastor, It was still Stephansgemeinde.



During the following pastorates of John Haas (1865-1869),
Jacob Wuerthner (1870-1875), and ¢, P, Haussmann (1875<1893), Pastor
Klingmann continued to exert an influencs upen 85t. Stephen's congraga-
tion as Syned president., In 1867, when President Klingmann atbended
the organizational mesting of the Ceneral ﬁﬁmn@il@ he selescted Hr,
Henxy Beck of Adrian as his ce-delegate, My, Beck was a charter member
of Stephansgemeinde, and, as a counecil @@mb@rg had @ﬁéédenﬁly displayed
hiz falth and ability, Xlingmann must have noted that during his pas-
torate at Adrian,

Pastor Haas ran into some Aiffieulty in 1869, From the recowd
We reads

S9ince, unfortunatley, lately two opposing factions appeared

in the congregation, the one working for and the other

against the last pastor, and many things happened whieh do

not redound to the glory of God and hiz church, the church

council was compellad to eall the above mentioned parishion=

ers to a congrasational meeting to bring about satisfaction

of the offense, The mesting was held without the presiding

of the honorable president of the synod, Pastor 8. Klingmann,

It was also put to a vete regarding the quarrlle/ as to whether

all members present were heartily serry for the effense

given, All present answevrsd, "Yes.,” Also the church couneil

was forgiven wherse it had failed op its part. It was

unanimously resolved to kesp the present coamstitution wn-

changad and to conform to the given rules., All members

present gave muiual promise to promote the spiritual and

vodily welfare of the congregation inpeace and harmony.

- It was further resolved to lssue a eall te Pastor Lutz of

Honros, ’
Although the record is scant, we can deduce that a Mr, John Schotenhoefsr
must have been a sort of ringleader in the anti-Haas factlen; at the
Januwary 17, 1870 meeting, "John Schotenhoefer promlsed to live accoxrding
to the rules of the @@n@f@g&tl@n@“l@ (Later, Mr. Schotenhoefer becams
guite active, palnting the fence for the parsonage, serving as delegate
to Synod, ete,) During this time of turmoil, President Klingmann acted
as a gniding foree, The congregation waz hesitant to even install its
new counsll members without having Pastor Klingmann first install its

new pastor, Jacob %uerﬁh@@rwﬂi



L one final example of President Xlimgmann®s continulng ine

%

Le
fluence on Stephansgemeinde suffice. In 1881, when the congregation
needed a new teacher;, he called J. Benjamin Melster, a former assoclate

from Basel, Cemmany, as 5t. Stephen's @@h@@l@@a@h@rgl S0, as presls

2
dent of the Michigan Synod, Stephen Klingmann was still treated with
the utmost respect by his first congresation,

1T, The Seminary Question

Tt is important for us to have studied the early history of the

congregation in this way in order %o more fully understand the negatlve

effects of bullding the Seminary in Saglaaw, In Stephansgemeinde of
Arian, we have a @@nﬁr@ya%iam devoutly scripturally and confessionally

founded, It is a congregation loyal to the Michigan Synod, but especlally
loyal to Stephan Klingmanan, who at the time of the Semimary questlon was
vice-prasident of Synod, The other officers of the Synod in 1886 are
noteworthy, too, Christovh Eberhardt of Sagzinaw, also ons of the
original members of the ¥ichizan Synod, was the president. OF special
interest to us is that ¢, F, Haussmann, Adrian's pastor, was serving as
secretary of %h@yﬁyn@dg With these men at the helm, it is easy to see
why the 1886 Wichigan Synod conventlon chose to build Michigan Lutheran
Seminary in Adxian,

The tone for the 1386 Wichigan Synod eonvention was set in the
opening remarks and address by Fr@@id@nﬁ Eherhardt., The seninary ques=
tion was a major one, WNow that the Michigan Synod had withdrawn from

the CGeneval Couneil(in 1%§£{§;§§§§3/iwa "Iutheran” pastors praached in

Presbyterian pmﬁ%%&ﬁ in Monvoe, she stood basleally alone., ATf1iliation
with the Synodleal Conference was still in the fubture, mewger with

e,
x;

Jisconsin even further away., If the churxch body was to survive, pastors

[

were needed, and, logleally, a Seminaxy would provide those pastors,

Sald President Eberhardt in Kalamazco in 1886, "Not less luportantly

are the higher schools a responsibility of the chursh and especlally



uzeful for the preparation @f@?@%ﬁ@yw and teachers for our churches and

parochial schools 8, q That was the theme of the opening address which
bacame the keynote for the convention: God upholds the chureh through
the schools,

During the sessions of the convention, the offers of many cone-

zations were considered, From Adrian the delegates heard, “Favorable

gre

;:

sltuation for purchase. Congregabtion wants to condribute its sppointad

part, and a contribution of 500,00 if it will be built % g@r@@“ﬂ@ This
&0
doesn®t seem like an extraordinarily fantastic offer., Why was 1%

accepted? As we go down to the conventien fleor in Kalamazoo in 1886,
let’s keep these things in mindy The temporary housing of the Semimary
was in Manchester--approximately only 20 miles frem Adrian, 1T the
Synod so chose to tuild there. The offer was good; support of the con-
gregation is lmporitant, and $500,00 was a lot of money 100 years ago,

There was an urgency about the whole affairs the lesse at the Manchester

gwa
i

=g

net until the sevent
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fasiliti
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.28 was soon to expire, And finally, it is

8,

and naxt-to=last session of the convention that the Seminary gueutitn

gomes to the floor, Delegates were anxiouz to return home., A decision

was to be made, and they wanted it carvied out,

2]
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Let's sit in on that session of the 1886 convention as vecordsd
by G, P, Haussmann, pastor of Stephansgemeinde and Synod secrebary:

Seventh Seszion

Thursday, Coteober 14, 8:;30 4, H,
Opensed wlth hymn, a reading from Psalm 139 and message by
Pastor Lederer,
The 1ist was vead which was from the minutes of the previous
sessions as to what 1ltem was to be called before the assembly.
The Bynod now declded to consider the Seminary question.
The part of the report of the first commitbee, which was
referred to previous Edg was vead again,
1t was advised next to conzider the offer of the congregation
in Ypsilanti, and groudds for and asainst the acceptance of
this offer.
Likewise the offer of the congrezation in Zllwaukee,
Further, the opinions for a Seminary in Lansing.
Again the offer of Adrian.
Agaln the offer of Saline, ,
Azain the offer of Bazinaw Oity.



It was decided to hold an informal volce vote, in order 1o
awalt the veice of the Byned in rsgard to the location of

the Seminary, whereby the plaeces of Ypsllanti, Lansing, Adrian,
Saline, and Saginaw Clty were to come into consideration,

The result of this informal vote was that of 44 votes taken,
19 fell to Sapinaw

3 to Saline

18 to Adrian

3 to laneling

1 to Ypsilanti,

Resolved; that the Synod name a committes of five, which would
bring thelr opinions to the asszembly this afternoon about both
the places, Saglnaw and Adrian in deciding the location of

the Seminary.

The viee-president, Pastor Stephan Klingmann, was authorized
to present a list of members for thls commiites to the

28s @mbljw This list which Paster Klingmann presented wasz to
be the menbers of thiz ad hoc comnltites=-

Mr, Deibel of Saginaw Clty,

Hr, Maher of Owosso,

Hr, Bihner of Sturgis,

Mr, Freybtaz of Adzian,

and Teacher Sperling of Saginaye-

was approved by the assembly,

Pastor Lipperle recelved permizzion to leave ths Synod assembly
this noon, as well as his delegate My, Stadel. The same per-
miszion to travel home was axltended to the following Syneod
membars; Pastor Ledever from Saline, Delegate Schleh from
Saline, Mr. Baumann from Creenwood, Delegate Esslinger from
Yosilantl,

Resolved: that the resolution regarding the commnittes of five
be revoked,

Sinece the time for adjournment had come, it was resolved 1o
extend the present seasion untll the Seminary situation was
settled,

Resolved:; To take a vote in one ballot over the loecation of
the @eminm%y between the places Adrian and Sagilnaw City.

The result of thls veote is: that of 42 votes, 18 fell %o
Saginaw City and 24 %o Adrian, and Adrian was anncunced as

the place in which the Seminazy waz to be sltuated,

Gloged with prayer by Pastor Menke,

Bighth Session

It was suggested to bring the resolution about the location of
the Seminary in Adrian into reconsideration, The proposal was
rojected by a majority of velece V@t%hyig

Perhaps 1t was a rTush jJob, Perhaps it didn’t go through floor commitiees,

But 1t was a corvect, orderly declsion, arrived at by a @ﬁh@%ity vot

red with joy by 8t. Stephen®s congregation,
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4 to glve itz wholshearted support to the Synod gf it

decided to build the Seminary in Adrian, and it fully intended to



i
(=]

make good on that promlses

Speclal meeting held in the schoolhouse on Dec, 21, 1886 at 7330 PH:
The neeting, which was ealled to discuss the business of

the Seminary, was unanimous in the followlng resolubions:
1, The congregation noted with Joy the resolution of the
Synod to bulld the Semlnary in Adrian. BShe rg@géﬁ@

herewith her promise given at the Synod conventlon in such
a case, and will, if possible, do more, 2, She i natructs
her delegales to carry out the Synod's resolution to be
helpful with all might, oy

e

é
For a few months the congregation

loyalty to the Michigan Synod., But that was enough time for Christoph

Tberhardt o put the wheels in motion to change the 1886 dscision of
the 3ynod. He wanted the Seminary in Sagilnaw, and in Saginaw 1% was

Ulm was president of the Zynod when Dr, Martin Luthey Collegze was

founded, Pastor John Bading of Watertown was president of the Wisconsin

Synod when the th

Bading moved on to Milwaukes, the seminary moved with him. Seo all
thres synods choss to bulld thelr theoloszieal schools in the backvard
of thelr synodical presidents.

Pregident Eberhardt of Wichigan was the only symodical president
of the three who had to countersct a reszolutlon of his zynod o get the

school bullt in his backyard, BSome of the Michigan Synod’s dealings,

£

ecause of the youth and

o
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8, ., Wilh the General Council, are exc

#;

o

inexperience of its leadership. But by thiz time, Pastor Everhardt had

been in the ministry almost 27 years, The seorst, alnost sneaky way
he went aboub getting Hichizan In Seminary bulilt in Saginaw was
tactless and had long-lasting negative effects on the congregation in

Adxrian,
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2mber, 1886, Stephanszemeinde thought that sdrian

Was %h@'ﬁﬁt@ of the new Semlnary. However, they heard rumors that
g
sa%%hiﬁg was in the wind, and they didn"t like 1t. In the minutes from
the same voters® meeting in which 5%, Stphen’s congregation promised
to give the Mlchigan Synod 1ts wholehearted supporit, we read
She lnstruets “@x delegates to carry out the Synod's

resolution to he helpful with all might, the eancellation

thereof, however, as it is according to reporis beilng

planned, to counteract it with all legitimate means,

3. She instruets her pastor and teacher to work together

with the delegates in the akovs s@n%@ml?

Thelr meszage to the Michizan Synod was cleawr., They would support the
decision to bulld in Adrian, and would help with whatever means possible.
If, however, the rumors were true that the resolution was to be reveoked,
they could count on total opposition from the Adrlan congregation,

It goes without saying that Pastor Fberhardt must have been
disappointed at the 1886 Symed's declsion to bulld in Adrian, Between
the months of October 1886 and January 1887, Eberhardt must have put
the wheels in motion to come up with an offer that the Michigan Syned
couldn't refuse, He knew that once the bullding started, it would be
impossible 1o stop, =20 time was of the essence. At this time the bid
waz organized which "saved the synod 33,487 by building in m&ﬁ”ia@e”ﬂa
When he was ready and could virtually count on enough support from the

members of the synod, he called the spezcial conveniion of the ¥Wichigan

Synod, held in Janwary, 1887 in Lansing.

g
i
s

5

This convention was marred by absenteelism. 1 faet, the flrat

session of the convention had to be postponed, becausze "in the course

of taking the rall i1t became apparent that there was not a quorum," 19
Among the noticeable absenteess was Pastor Klingmann, Adrian was well

reprasented, Not only wepe Pastor Haussmann and Teacher Melister there,
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sich Haaz attendsd the
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all-important convention,



The Synod came to order then in the afternoom of January 10, 1887.
Tt was at this time, for the first tims, that the reason for convening
evident Yo the "Pagtor Christophgf Eberhardt,

wresident of the

-
&
hig }

Duying this, Past

ek

&Wi@ 5 g

Synod, distributed sz report concerning the

purpose of

e

cor Ledever presider Finally, ths

secrecy was over, The delegates who had travelled many miles at the
resident were golng Yo be asked to call back inte
eision which they had previously reseclved in convention

not even three months befors:

20y pade the motion that the resolutlon preparved
in oo that the Seminary of the Synod be sltuatsd i@
Adrian be ealled back into @@ngiﬂ@?aflamw
During the lonz detate about this came the hour of

&dj@kﬁﬂ% nt,
Resplved, th&% We

adjourn until the svening worship serv

e

Be, o

21

that he could have heard more of this debate, but 1t
ad to do with the propristy of even calling a declslon’
into consideration, Finally, in the svening, after a worship

Second
Yonday, Januvary 10, @v“nﬂmgg Qaﬁja
DEnar with prayer by %@ﬂ@ya Ew@fhﬁ4 it
The calling of th@ roll was dnutes of
the

The

that %mivary @? 19

he oo aeccaphbed,

The negat ivﬁ vote on %hlw on by C, ¥, Haussmann was

TeC0]

Resol z commities, which shall be empowered

o g e various @ff@Y@ of the congre-

gatlc seminary e
Yhen the commiites was named, no members of the Adrlan delegation
were even asked to serve,

Tn the later sessions of this special convention, there is no
mention of Adrian at all, The committee considered the offers of
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Ypailantl, Saline, Grass lake, and Saginaw @iﬁyygg Hauvssman had withe

dvawn Adrien's offerx, Aﬁﬂ was ready to carry out his comgregation’s will

&

that he counteract the svnods change of plans "with all legitinmat
v 3 3

means,” The history of the Nichigan Syned and its congregstlions, wrli=
4

2

ten in 1910 in commemoration of the 50th anniversary of the Michigan

ynod, says, “This much is certain, that Adrian neilther changed 1ts

2]

offer nor withdrew 1t.° ol However, a nezative vote is only recorded
in the way Haussmann 41d when there are strong feelings aboul an issue,
St. Stephen’s econgregation and itz pastor were hurt by the secrecy and
the iaf%¢@$gn@ s with which thelr ¢ffer and promises were treatsd,
Contrary to what the Geschichte elaims, Adrian withdrew its offer when
it became apparent that Therhardt bad called the convention for the
express purposs of gelting the seminary bulldt in Saginaw instesd of
Adrian,

The rest of the story is well d%ﬁ%mmén%@d in several places,

14

The Syned was convinced of the finaneial benefiis of bulldiag in
Saginaw, the seminary was built on the Court Strest property which
Pastor Tberhardt bad denated, and Professor Lange started teaching
his ministerial students, Pastor Eberhardl zot what he wanted, and

has long been remembered as the "father of Miechigan Lutheran Seminary.”

fTT., The Congregation Under Hausemanns deteriorating health, destroyed
Ny morale

We would like to examine the subsequent history of 5t, Stephen’s
songregation, especially in the light of its relationship to the
Michigan Synod, Becuase of the Synod's decislon to build i%é Seminary
in Saginaw instead of Adrian, the consgregation felt belrayed by the
Synod whieh heretofore zhe had felt deep loyally to,

The first sign of the deteriorating relationmship between the
Michigan Synod and Stephansgemeinde of Adrian ocourred just seven days

after the special Lansing convention clesed, In its guarterly votexs®
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meeting held on January 18, 1887, the congregation resolved "that our
@@ﬂgr@g&ti@n-ﬂ@@s not contiibute any more to Sy@@ﬁwﬁgg This was not
a totally insignificant pesture, nor was it one that would hardly be
Felt by the Michlegan Synod, St. Stephen’s was one of the blzgest
contributors to the Synod’s coffers; its $20,00 per vear was twice
the average amount that congregations were giving in igﬁ?ugé

The withdrawal of financlal support was soon followed by St,
Stephen®s complete withdrawal from the Michigan Synod, In the gquarierly
voters' meeting of July 18, 1888, “It wéﬁ resolved that in behalf of
the congregation of the relation of the congregation to the Synod, an
extra meeting bhe held in the church on Sunday, August 5th at 2 P;ﬁe"

At that szpeclal meeting, the decision wis made; "It was regg%%%d that
our 8%, Stephan congregation secsdes frem the union with the Michigan
Synod in which she has until now stood, The church council was ine
structed to comiunicate this resolution to Syn@dewg? Cne can almost

read a touch of sadness as these wordz wers recorded. The congregzation
regrets that the atep of secession was, in its ouwn collective aind,
necessary. <The Michigan Synod, perhaps rightly so, considersd the
ddrian congregation and its leaders to be aciing out of sinful pride,

At the 1889 conveantion of the Michigan Synod, President Eberhardb
mentions %to the delegates the rezrettable departure from the symod
without even alluding to the reason for the congregation’s leaving:

The congregation in Adrian explained its departure at the

end of our last vear's convention, (Notes reasearch in finding

any mentlon of this explanation in the record were fruitless,)

Pastors Klingmann and Lederer wers instructed, therefors,

to endeavor to convince the congrezation of 1is exror, so

that they might revoke thelr deeclision., The zesult of thely

many visits there will be verbally shared with the ﬁyﬂ@dnga
later in the convention, Flooy Committee 1 reported en the president’s
reporty

Eesolved that the appoknted committee (Klingmann, Lederer) make

a report on thelr investigation of the situation in Adrian,
The report of thiz commlittee was glven, that their visits had



remained fruitless. Also according to the declaration of

Pastor Haussmann and teacher Melster, who exvlalned everye-

thing they had to do to settle the points in dispute, this

situation was not goinzg to reach a quick settlement, The

Synod regrets the unfriendly relatlons between itself and

the congregation in Adrian, but hopes still for a fubure

umd@rmtamdiﬁgagg
There were evidently those in Adrianm who would Jjust have soon have
followed the advice their former pastor and make psase with the
church body to which it had formerly felt such stropg loyalty. ¥hen
Pastor Klinzmann visited them both in person and via the mall, his efforts
ware fruitless because only “After lemglhy debate 1% was resolved te
answer the same with a E@f@%@l¢“3@ This first seed of divisiveness
within Stephansgsneinds was golng to prove ominous.

The speeclal meeting held in the church on May 25, 1893 was a

landmark in the congresationsz®s history., In thal meeting, "The motlen
g

was made and supported that Stephansgemeinde join the Ohlo Synod,” and

"The resignation of Pastor {, P. Haussmann was placed bafore the congre-
g@t%@n@ and was accepted with 30 votes for and 5 voles against.”,,
=

That the congregation d1dn’t eoperate for long without synodleal affili-
ation 1s not strange., In those days, if three congregations in one
area bellieved the same thing, they formed a synod for mutual suppozrt
and for cooperation inm major underiakings., What happensed to Pastor
Haussmenn? The divisiveness over the issue regarding the congrezation’s

relationship to +the Michizan Synod had eveldently erupted inte

factionalism.

Pastor Haussmann first attenmpted to hand in his resignation on
Pabruary 7, 18923 alonz with him)b@mﬁ ering his own reslgnation letter)

was teacher Melster, The minutes of that meeting zeport, “Afier lengthy

debate s vote was taken by ballot in this manner that those members

1,

who want Pastor O, F, Haussmann to continue to perform his duties, vote

)

"Yoz," and those against, vole, "No." The first ballot showed 35 Yes



and 24 No, A second resulted in the =zame,”.. The congzresgation

32

also decided to meet again in a wesk to try to vote agaln on Hau

resignation, On that date the vote waz 31 for accepiing his resignation,

and 21 against. The teacher's resignatlon was unanimously granted.
Then it appears that the “"pro-Haussmann" factlon got the upper hand.

In another special meeting on March 16, 1892, we find,

}3 'R
whn@h dealt : of ?agt©m Ge
was voted d@%n gnd not aéamp&@ﬂ But that p&ft >f %h@
minutes which 4 wi %m the r@figmaﬁLﬁn of if T
J, B, Meigter was acc = motion was
to adjourn, which 3

ann® faction became convincsd that

they had lest the flzht. At the guartsrly voters® mee

Mr, vd of trustees, btendered
his resi It was Te

the p wﬁ%g a% 500N A% 3 ,
a h@w m@mha mf h b@@fﬂ of trustesz be slecied. Then s
l@%h%?fmmzﬂwm‘ﬁi{Qﬁm&wangQd@iing%mmx%uwuusﬁgn@
by 17 setive and 5 passive members, declaring thelr withw
drawal fronm the By, Luth, Stephansgeneinde. The secraet
was instructed to strike thelr names from the congrega-
tional r@@@iua?@

bed
e

Pastor Haussmann finally did retire ox resign after the forementloned

bear the strain

e

meeting of May 25, 1893, He was physieally unable %
of the last five years, The congz @g&&?mﬂﬁl secretary, Henry Freytag,
got permission to "impart to the healtih-broken Pastor €. F, Haussmann

e

ve diseussion,” 3

the offensai

These were tumultuous years for Stephansgemeinde., One can only

I

imagzine how the congregation's history would have been altered had the

an. As of Way 25, 1893, the congregation had

Seminary been bwalld in Ady
renched 2 low point az far as ite morale was concerned, Its pastor,
whose health had been deteriorating becsuse of the straln, hsd resigned.

» the Ohio Synod, there was =lill a geneval

Zince they dex

indignant feeling toward the Michigan Synod, They were having financial



difriculties, Unfortunately, it was going to get worse before 1t got
better, Bub so often the Lord uses adversity to bulld character,
Through it% brief affiliation with the Joint Syaod of Ohlo, the synod
which had in 1881 withdrawn from the Synodical Conference over the
predestination controversy, St., Stephen’s congregation became move

fiymly grounded in the Seriptures and the Lutheran confessicns,

V. Detzer and the Decayed Doctrine of Ohio

4 TPastor Melser of the Ohlo Synod asted az vacancy pastor fol=
lowing the resignation of ¢, P, Haussmenn, He was from Detrolt, and
g0 1t was natural for him to recommend to the shepherdless congregatlon
to eall hiz nelzhbor, a Paster L. A, Detzer, also from Detroit, as
pastor of 5%, Sﬁ@ph@m”ﬁﬁﬁé

How Dotzer stood docirimally will bsceme cbvious as we study
the subsequent history of Stephansgemelnde under hls three=year

astorate, tut a letter he wrote to the Chlo conventlon at Whesling,

¥, V. in 1881 ean give us a plctuve of where he stood on the dectrine
of slections

The debate last wesk strnegthened me in my convietion that
the two modes of teaching in refevence to the doectrine of
election, when untainted by Calvinistlc blaspheny and
unmized with synergism, are truly Lutheran,
T am confident that the Faculty of our Syned will also in
the future testify decidedly, both in writing and by woxd
of mouth, against synergism, I therefore declare, as far
as I am personally concerned, that the tropus chosen by the
reversd Faculty, "That God has slected those who are lnfallibly
saved in view of the merits of Christ apprehended by falth®
iz not of church-dividing charaster.

ﬁ@wg personally, I hold to the tropus, “That God had elected
those who arve infallibly saved, in Christ, through, in and
to falth," and reject all Calvinistic inferences,
In order, now, that I may be sertaln as to my fubture relation
in and to the honorable Synod of Chlo and other States, I
request an answer to the questlon:
Toes the honorable Synod of Chio and other States conslder
an adherence to the last-mentloned tropus to be of a churche
dividing character? Please answer Yes or No,

Regpectfully,

L, A, Detze er 39

The Synod gave the reply that his way of describing the doctrine of

election was not of a dlvisive character to the church, but should

f=
-3
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be avoided because ofits possible Calvinistle interpretation, (Howeverw,

a similar statement adopted by the Synodieal conference occasioned Chio’s
withdrawal from the Synodiecal conference, It was indeed, of a "church=
dividing character,) So although Pastor Detzer personally appears to
have taken a truly Lutheran confessional position on eleetion, he
3811l felt that he could consider as brothers those who took the syner-
gistic position that God elescted some to eternal 1ife "“becausze of faith
(intuitu fidel).” This became a typical pesition of the ALC, of
which the Chio Syned, along with Iowa and Buffalo, was one of the synods
that merged and formed that larm ger body,

1t didn®t take long in ﬁ%ﬂ g pastorate at Adrian fer his true
colors to show, By July 19, 1894, he was trving te geit the congregation
to repeal 1its cohstitutlion, Hizs reason for dolng so becomes obvious
when w2 see which articles the Ohlo Synod recommendz for change,
Tnstead of the firmly Imtheran confessional article which began 3t. Bie-
phen's constlitution, which stlpulated that the preacher must teach
and preach acecording o the symbolleal books of the Lutheran church,
Ohio and Detzer tried %o inzexi,

The duties of the preachsr ave chiefly the following: to

preach and declare the Word of Cod, to lead the public

worshlp sexrvice, 1o administer the holy sa craments, and to

exhort the people to fulfill thelr dutles,..and to belong

en

to no fellowship which ever acknowledges the offensive
posing d@@tfim@esg
»

& Not when one considers that the traditlional ALC
view of the Lutheran confessions 1s that they are merely historical

tracts which resolved problems that the church faced at that time,

not as clear sxpositions of Seripbural teaching which a

for the Lutheran church of every generation. It didn't take the

solved that
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progeed from there,

Stephansgemeinde of Adrian indeed had suffered many things,
Dealing with false deoetrine and desling with factlonalism within a
congregation is soul-wrenching business. Yel Cod saw this congregation
through thesse turbulent times and strengthened the.members through
the various trials, Once they realized what they had lost by leaving
the Michizan Synod, it was not long before the machinery was set in
@%%i@n for the restoration of bretherly relations,

¥, The Reburn to Mishlean Under H, Heyn

When Pasteor Herm. B. Heyn accepted the call to serve as 5t,

4

Stephen's pastor, he may have wondered what he was getting himself
into, considering the congresmation's mest resent historvy. Bubt by the
tine Heyn became the pasior in Adrian, and partly due to his leader=
ship, 5%t. Stephen’s was a congregation which knew what it wanted
and knew where to find 1%, She wanted to join a church bedy which ade=
hered as falthfully to Scripture and the Lutheran confessions as she
did herself; the church body that filled the blll was the Michlgan
A

During Pastor ﬁ@yp s first mesting as pasteor, on Hovember 5,
1896, the congregation resolved “that ths paper regarding the entrance
declaration of 1893 (i.e, to enter the Chio Synod) be rejected and
abolished.",, This was not just a "stricken” or “erased,” but
"rejected and abolishedl” They wanted it very clear that they wanted
no part of the Ohle Syned, Two months later, on Janwary 28, 1897,
9%. Stephen's resolved "that we hold a special meeting and change a
few polnts in the constitution, take up membership in the Hichigan
Synod and hold meetings each m@mihg"@5 This resolution was adopted

unanimously at the special meeting held on March 16 of that same year,

P’fdo

Henry Frevtag was again chosen as the congregation's delegate to the

af
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Though the congregation has weatheved many storms in i%s 125-year

-

22 the yvears from 18687-

[t

history, perhaps none was or will be so i3
1897, Through all of 1%, Christ remalned the Lord of the chureh and

ongregation’s protection. By God's grace, the congrezation was

et
jey
]
C}\

able to overceme itz own sinful pride as well az the unfalw

able to make th@/@@il works of men somehow work out to the glovy of
his Wiﬂmhmgfaﬁu the praise of his name,
Vi, Conelusion
Gften the conlusle: an essay of this sort may become the forum

for speculation, for asking "What 177

Synod

the aity

had stuek to iis decision and built its Sew of Adzian

Burely the argument that

o

by, ot

great value for the sehool to have Eberhardt

ase of the ald he gave in teaching, but moveseo because of

his mature and well-considered advice and his sound Lutheran @%amﬂgﬁb%
can be sasily met showlng that having Pastor Stephen Klingmann nesarby

in Ann Avrbor would have been advantageous to a seminary bulld in
Adrian, T would like %o dzaw two concluslons from the course of this
phase of history as I percsive 1t, Flrstly, it would be unfalr and
Judgmental Yo conclude that the subsequent problems suffered by

Y »

eminary could have been avolded by bullding

el

the Michizen Synod and its ¢

4
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i1t in Adrian, The second conclusion, on the other hand, cannol be
denied, There were definitely negzative offsscts on Stephansgemelnde

hacause of the sometimes tactless manner in which the resolutlon to

build the Seminary in Adrian was withdrawn, The question is, what

'

lessons can this phase of history teach us?

L's

I see three parties involved, basically. On the one side we
have Pastor Eberhardt and the wheeling and dealing he did to gel
accomplished what he seb out to do. If we fall to see the lmportance
of tact 1n our dealings with others, we are truly blind., On the
other side, we have Stephansgemeinde and all the troubles which
she endured in the following deeade after the Ilansing special con-
vention of 1887, 1If we fail to perceive that “pride goeth before

the £211," or that sseking to get revenge for real or imagined wrongs

w

iz sinful and accomplishes only your own demise, we are truly

ignorant,

The third party who I ses as involved is none other than Jesus
Christ, the Lord of the church, He gulded Wichigan Lutheran Seminary
through roeky wvears, Now, at this summer's convention, we will
dedicate a tremendous bullding project on the Saginaw campus. What
blessings the Lord has bestowed on this schooll The Lozrd of the church

also guided St. Stephen’s Lutheran congregation of Adrian through
turbulent times, Using trisls, God strengthened thils congreszation
and made 1t not only more firmly rooted in the Word of CGod bubt also

78,

more loyal to and more supportive of the Michlgan Syned, It Is truly

Fhewe
nd appropriate thgsg in the light of her history, whie
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