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An excerpt from “Chapter Two,” Questions in the First 21 Chapters of Genesis,

Aegidius Hunnius, 1604

Translated for Prof. Schuetze, by Middler Christopher S. Doerr

What is described in the fourth part?

God created the woman for a specific reason and on a specific occasion. Namely,
among all the animals led to him (while he also gave each one its name) no helper was
found for Adam, as far as a helper he could marry. While Adam slept, Eve was made for
him from one of his ribs and brought to him by God.

Also, through Adam’s voice God advertised and began his arrangement for the

estate of marriage.

Why did God make the woman out of the man’s body? Indeed, why precisely his rib and
side?

She was out of his body to show she was flesh from his flesh and bone from his
bones. She was out of his side because Woman should neither be man’s lord nor dare to
take authority over him. For, God did not take her from Adam’s head. Indeed, she also
should not be his foot-stool. F or, God did not make her out of Adam’s feet. Rather, she
was made out of the side, as a faithful helper who should always stand at man’s side.

God took her not just from his side, but from his rib. Surely, this shows the heartfelt love

which a married man should justly have and wear toward his spouse as toward his own

body’s rib.
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In Matthew 19, the Lord Christ really declares that God himself said, “Therefore, a man
will leave his father and his mother and cling to his wife.” So, how is it here ascribed
totally to Adam, as though he had spoken it?

It is both God’s and Adam’s Word at the same time. It is God’s, surely, through
whose enlightening and inspiring Adam predicted the future institution of marriage.
However, it is Adam’s word while spoken through his mouth. Indeed, as just said, these

passages lay it out. God enlightened Adam through the Holy Spirit to speak this way.

Adam speaks: “The man will leave father and mother.” But, isn’t this contrary to the
fourth commandment?

Not at all — At that time this leaving was understood in a certain way. Namely, a
man will love his wife, as his own flesh, more than he loves his parents. Devout
Christians speak with almost the same meaning about Luke 14. In the face of their love
for Christ the Lord, they hate their own parents. “So, everyone who comes to me,”
speaks the same Christ, “and does not hate his father, mother, etc., cannot be my
disciple.” There the word “hate” does not mean “be an enemy toward.” Rather, it means
to put the parents after Christ and to prefer him. So also, here “leave father and mother”
does not mean abandoning them completely. It does not mean he stops wanting to submit
himself to them in obedience. Rather, it means, in heartfelt love the son depends more on
his spouse than on them. As it were, he separates himself from their house and familia

and begins a household of his own.
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Why.then did God the LORD tolerate that the holy Patriarchs in the Old Testament
sometimes had more than one wife?

First of all, at that time the same custom had taken root very deeply. So deeply, it
could not be stopped or made unattractive. With this in mind, it could at the same time
be set right for a good end. Namely, God could fulfill his promise that the descendants of
Abraham should be increased like sand on the sea and the stars of the heavens. Through
this means, God could set this same promise in motion all the sooner and at a more rapid

pace.

Then did the Patriarchs also sin (e.g., Jacob, David, and others), in that they took more
than one wife?

At that time God himself exempted and permitted them: they did not have to
submit themselves to his first institution. Consequently, they did not act against their
consciences, in that they each took more wives, although such behavior did not
completely agree with the first institution of marriage.

Back then, truly Jacob, David, and the others must have known that first
arrangement, all described here by Moses. These were men highly enlightened by the
Holy Spirit. On account of this Scripture, the men would not have been certain of their
opinion, as such stood to them freely permitted by God. Thus, on no Scriptural grounds,
they had mixed themselves up in marriage with more wives. Asa rule, they would have
done this with offence and a doubting conscience and accordingly not out of a right
conscience. Just like, however, St. Paul says to the Romans, in the 14™ chapter, with

clear words: “Whoever doubts concerning this (i.e., whether it is permitted or not) and
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still eats, he is condemned, since it does not proceed from faith.” Thus, this sentence and
judgment would have fallen also on these holy men of God, if they united themselves in
marriage with more wives, with doubting conscience (namely, whether they were acting
rightly or incorrectly).

Therefore, perhaps by this it appears undeniable that they would have certainly
known. Then, God must have graciously allowed and permitted polygamy for each of
them, that is, marrying more wives. Concerning which, as he gives a law or command
according to his will and good pleasure, thus he can also for certain reasons deal with us
outside of and above the same when and how he wants.

At that, no sin was so trifling not to be reproved by the prophets when it gained
the upper hand among the people of God. So, truly here also the prophets’ law-preaching
would not have omitted if at that time the LORD was displeased over the patriarchs, that
they lived in marriage with more than one wife. But now, no prophet has ever rebuked
this with a single word.

Yes, much more still, the prophet Nathan speaks in the person of God expressly to
David in 2 Samuel 12, “T have given you your lord’s (King Saul’s) house, in addition to
his wives in your lap.” There, then, the words “in your lap” clearly speak of marriage.
This appears completely without pretention in Genesis, chapter 16. There Sara uses this
very manner of speech. She says she has given her maid Hagar to Abraham “in his lap.”

That meant Hagar was his wife, as is witnessed in the foregoing verses in the same spot.

On account of this, will the marriage to more than one wife not displease God the LORD

so much in modern times?
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That doesn’t follow in the least. For, at that time God, out of reasons now
mentioned, graciously permitted this in the Old Testament. In the very same way,
through his Son in the New Testament, he has made us all refer again to the first
establishment and institution of marriage. He has had his fill of this concession
(especially since the reasons for it no longer have a place), as is read concerning this in
Matthew 19. On account of this, in modern days, whoever, while his former spouse still
lives, gets himself in that situation mixed up with another is an adulterer; although,
previously with the people of Israel such could have been seen or thought of as no

adultery.

For what doctrine and admonition does the last part of this chapter serve us?

1. Because the Woman was created out of the council and will of the Holy
Trinity, the dignity and worth of the female gender is clear. Therefore,
whoever insultingly harasses female persons with harsh speech is unjust and
unchristian and does not give them the honor due them (cf. 1 Peter 3).

2. Out of this also shows that the woman is created in the same fashion for the
image of God. For that is said in 1 Corinthians, chapter 11: The man is God’s
image and honor, the woman the image and honor of God’s man. The same
preference of man is registered only in authority, in which he is his wife’s
head, with which, however, is not negated that also the woman was created in
true righteousness and holiness, for which the human being was originally

created, specifically stated in Ephesians 4. Concerning this, Moses says
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expressly in chapter 1 above, “God created the humans in his image. He
created them, one man and woman.”

3. It would be neither good nor useful for the human being that he be alone,
according to the verse in Solomon’s Ecclesiastes, chapter 4: Woe to him who
is alone — when he falls, then no one else is there to help him up.

4, Marriage is good and useful according to God’s declaration itself. On account
of this it is a devil’s doctrine when the Roman Antichrist does not tolerate the
spiritual estate of marriage as though it were an impure, spotted thing, 1
Timothy 4.

5. This declaration of God does not contradict St. Paul, when he says in 1
Corinthians 7, “It is good for a man to have no woman.” For he speaks such
not simpliciter or simply without reason, rather [----- and]' with specific
prerequisite: namely, as he himself then explains himself, on account of an
equivalent need in case of the man’s persecution. For, at that time, in the first
beginning of the Christian Church (which through the preaching of the gospel
of Christ was given rise to and gathered among the heathen) the God-blessed
had to endure much offence and danger among the unbelieving,.
Consequently, in persecution — indeed in martyrdom, those who were still
outside of marriage were more prepared and willing than those who had wife
had child staying at home. But otherwise, in the same place, St. Paul intends
that all should be free who cannot control themselves.

6. Through the name “helper,” a woman is reminded her office. She should be

helpful to the man, not only in bringing up and extending the human race, but
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10.

11.

also in keeping house and other things, both good and bad. Thus it stands
written concerning this in Sirach, ch.37, and Solomon’s Proverbs, ch.31.

This has been the first excellent wisdom and likeness of God partly in the
human being. He has been able to understand and recognize thoroughly the
manner and characteristic of animals. He also gave each animal its special
name, which agrees well with its nature.

From that, physica scientia is certified and allowed. In that field, one makes
known the cause and property of creatures and natural things. Thus, Holy
Scripture also praises and commends such things in Solomon, in 1 Kings,
ch.4. For this reason, the Anabaptists condemn these things unjustly and
without any due cause.

The woman is from man. For that reason, the Apostle Paul urges on all
women appropriate obedience and humility toward their men. This is as long
as the woman was made after the man and for his sake. Moreover, she was
taken from the same man, not the man from the woman. (Cf. 1 Corinthians 11
and 1 Timothy 2.)

The woman is reminded over and over that she is created out of the rib. In
accord with the man’s authority, she ought never strive to have the same over
him. She did not come from his head, as the poets falsely recite of Athena,
the imagined goddess.

Still, because women also are not taken from the feet, the men have something

to learn. Then they will not go around humiliating and insulting women.

' Here is an indecipherable Greek abbreviation, but the sense of the sentence is clear.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Rather, they will hold them loved and precious as their ribs and their own
flesh, Ephesians 5.

Just as God brought Eve to Adam, so also in modern day he is wont to provide
the saved with a godly spouse. (Cf. Genesis 24, Solomon’s Proverbs 19, and
Sirach 26)

According to Ephesians 5, marriage is also a beautiful picture of LORD Christ
and his Church. Solomon has written an entire book about this, which he calls
Song of Songs.

Let us also be taught from Adam’s words, as Christ himself laid it out, that a
man should not let himself be separated from his wife (except because of
adultery). Although then Moses rightly allowed the Jews such a thing due to
the hardness of their hearts and gave them a letter of separation, Christ has
completely had his fill of that again, Matthew 19.

We hear also that each one should simply not have more than one wife. Then
two, and not more, will be one flesh, and should be so.

We have declined to explain how Adam, in his chasteness, so quickly and
completely knew Eve, whom he had never seen before. The explanation will
be in the future eternal life, whether also in the least we will be unfamiliar or
familiar to one another. In the same way, Peter recognized Moses and Elijah,
whom he never saw before.

For the human beings before the Fall, nakedness was the highest ornament.

Now, however, it is the greatest shame. The shame and disgrace, which come
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from uncovering one’s body, are a fruit of sin, from which springs up greatest
woe.

18. On account of this also, clothing should not give cause for pride or pomp.
Rather, it should be an incentive for heartfelt humility, as whatever else

reminds us of the pitiable fall of the human race.

Mahlmann, Theodor. “Hunnius, Aegidius (1550-1603).” Theologische
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Reformation. Ed., Hans J. Hillerbrand. NY: Oxford University Press, 1996.
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