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A generétion ago our society defined the roles of men and women more
. sharply than it does today. A generation ago everyone knew (or at least
assumed) that men become doctors; women become nurses. Men become pofice
officers and firemen; women become secretaries and check-out clerks, Men
smoke cigars while women do the dishes.

| For the same reasons (whatever they might have been) society assumed
that men become pastors and profeséors while women become teachers in the
grade school and Sunday School. |

Today, however, we are living in a different world., Women become
doctors, policemen and firemen. Some of them even smoke cigars. The job
market offers opportunities for male nurses and secretaries,

Archie and Edith Bunker might sing Those Were the Days,' and long for
the 1930's when ''girls were girls and men were men,'' But those days are
gone forever, Several years ago an equal rights amendment almost became
part of the United States constitution. Although that attempt failed, such
v an‘amendment will certainly be proposed again.
| We are now living at a time when people are asking, "{§{ women are smart
enbugh to become doctors and strong enough to become firemen, why can't
they become pastors? When is the church going to wake up and see what is
going on?"

We are living at a time when homosexuality, the ultimate role reversal,
has gained a degree of acceptance and even a degreg of support., In our so-
ciety 74% of the people claim to be anti-communist; 43% claim to be conser=
vative; and 7% claim to be ''in favor of equality for hoﬁosexualsn”

We are living at a time when our young people no longer accept auto-
matically marriage promises that are not identical. The temperature seems
to drop by at least 10 degrees when we get to the word "obey'' in our pre-

marital counseling sessions. Interestingly enough it seems to be the men



more than the women who object to the use of that word on wedding day. One
young man insisted recently that (accordfng‘to‘the Bible} "all men are created
1equaln” Another couple, clearly upset by my incorrigible attitude, joined

a non-WELS church soon after wedding day.

God's people, including those whoare high school students, are bom-
barded constantly by the world's influence., Therefore God's people need to
hear again and again about the.QonderFul creation of God, including the
creation of manhood and womanhood. They need to learn which rules about men
and women were established by the customs of society and which rules were
established by God at the creation. In our Lutherén high schools that’
instructioﬁ will take place not only in the religion classroom but also
through the examples of theﬂteacherso» Since ourvfouﬁg people are duick
to sense attitudes and are good at remembering off-the~cuff remarks, the
teaching done in the corfidor and faculty room are as impértant as that
done.in the classroom, |

As long as men are interested in women and aé long as women are in-
terested in men, there will be an interest in the wonderful role relation-
sﬁip which our Ged has created. That, I think, is the reason for the assign-

ment of this paper,

THE ROLE OF MAN AND WOMAN IN OUR LUTHERAN HIGH SCHOOLS.

Part I - A Review of the Principle

In 1981 our*ConFerence‘of District Presidents appointed a committee
of ten men to study the Scriptural principles relating to the role qf man
and woman .in the church, in the family, and in society. The committee pro-
duced two pamphlets which have recently been published by our COP, They are
entitled, 'Man and Woman in God's World," and !'"Man and Woman in God's

World - An Expanded Study.''" Both of these pamphlets are available from



- Northwestern Publishing House. The material in those pamphlets Is excellent.
We urge you to study them carefully on your own.

Today we will not try to review or even summarize all that is contained
in those two documents., lnstead»we will spend a few minutes reviewing key
passages from Genesis 1 and 2, Here God tells us about the beginning of
all things - the creation of the world, the creation of man and woman, the
relationship between the sexes, and the institution of marriage. Those who
learned the facts of life in a biology classroom may well know which door to
use at a public facility. But if they learned nothing from Genesis 2, they
will be ighorant regarding the Creator's plan for men and women, Churches
which have rejected a literal ihterpretation of Genesis 1 and 2 have buift
a theology which has no foundations. . A proper:understanding of these two
chapters is vital.

In Genesis 1 Moses describes the s?x.days of creation. On day nuﬁber
six God announced,

-ﬁLet us make man in our image, according to our likeness; and

let them rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the

sky and over the cattle and over all the earth, and over every

creeping thing that creeps on the earth.'' And God created man in

His image, in the image of God He created him; male and female

He created them. And God blessed them; and God said to them, ''Be

fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it,"

Genesis 1:26-28, NASB (A1l quotations are from the NASB.,)

Here God ShOWS‘hOW’the man and Qoman were alike; and how they, as man

and woman (as mankind), differed from the aﬁimals. God made both the man
and the woman in his image. No animals were created with this perfect
knowledge of God's will and this ability perfectly to do GOA'S will, God
gave to both the man and the woman rulership over the creation., It was
theirs to use and'enjoy. God also spoke a creative word of blessing on both
the man and the womaﬁ when He said, '"Be fruitful and multiply,"

Moses ‘intended Genesis 1 to bhe an introduction to his first book, it

is in Genesis 2:4 that Moses Rhimself begins the first chapter of his book,



There in Genesis 2 Moses gives not a different account but a fuller account
of how God made the first human beings. He gives us more details as to how
‘they were different from the animals. And, of greater importancé fér today's
discussion, he tells us how the first man and woman differed from each other,

Then the Lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and

breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became

a living being. (Genesis 2:17)

God created the .first man as a single individual. He did not create
many human beings from the ground. He did not even make male and female
from the ground as He did with the animals., The entire human race springs
from one man (one male), that is, Adam.

The man received his soul (his "nephesh') from God as a personal gift.
According to Genesis 1:24 aﬁd 7:22 the animals also have a soul (a ''mephesh').
OtHer passages of the Scripture tell us that the soul of a human being is of
infinite worth., 1t can be redeemed only by the blood of de's Son, It is

- immortal and will continue to live even after the body retﬁrns to the dust°

In Genesis 2:8-14.Mgses describes the Garden of Eden together with its
fruit trees, its two special trees, and the four rivers which hadbtheir
source in the Garden. | |

Moses continues, "Then the Lord God fook the man.énd put him into the
‘garden of Eden to cultivate it and ‘keep it.'" (Genesis 2:15)

Now that a man héd been created, there would be someone to tend and
cultivate the plants God had created, someone to direct their profuse growth

" toward éonstructive ends. Without the interference of thorns and thistles,
without the burden of sweat on the Face;‘the man's work would be sheer de-
light,

Note that God puf the man ihto the Garden béfofe the woman was created.
Note also thaf God gave to thé man directions as to how he should serve God

there in the Garden:



And the Lord God commanded the man, saylng, "From any tree

of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of the

knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for itn the day

you eat from it you shall surely die." (Genesis 2: 16,17)

The man God created was not a robot, He had a free will. He_gouid
choose to serve God perfectly; he could choose to disobey God. By obeying
God's simple command, the man would freely show his love for that God who
had gfven him everything. BY disobeying God, the man would earn the sever-
est penalty from a holy God who in His Justlce must punlsh all sln°

It is at thls polnt that God talks about making a female counterpart

for the man:

" Then the Lord'God‘sald "It is not good For the man to be alone;
I will make him a helper suitable for hlm.” " (Genesis 2:18)

In Qene5|s 1 we heard God say seven times, "And it was good," It isA
heard on each of the seVen days except day number th, It is heard twice.
- on the thfrd and s}xth days° OnZy once in the creatzon story do we hear
that somethzng is Mot good " That 18 here with respect to the man 's
Abezng aZone without the woman. |
| lt is of greatest lmportance that every person, every male ln particu-
’lar, note and understand th:s fact.

God does not cal] thls sntuatlon ”evnl " But He does call itv"not
.fgood oA vutal lndlspenSIble plece “of the puzz]e is m|55|ng. A part of
the plan for mankind announced in chapter 1 could not yet be carried out.
The man could be in God's Image without’ therwoman. He could rule God's
‘creation without the woman. But the part about '"be frUithl and multiply'"
would be impossible without the woman, The joys which God offers in‘marriage,
- in the'family, and through human sexuality in general were not to be found
"at this point tn time. |

In order to change this situation from '"nmot good" to ''good,! God an-

nounces that He will make a helper corresponding to the man. Note that God



says ""helper.' He does not say '"wife'' or "woman.'" He does not say "boss'
or "'slave." | | o

This helper would be "suitable for him." The Hebrew preposition here
means literally ”like—corresponding to.!"" She wou]d not be Adam's clone;
but she wou]d'be that mfss}no piece.of the pozzle that would correspond to
’the man physically, emot!onally, and splrltuaHyo The addition of this
counterpart wou]d be somethlng ”good "

God knew exactly what He was going to do - and the reasons for it,
At this'time, however, the man did not realize From any personal experience'
that something good was indeed missing. God therefore taught the man., He
gave to the man an opportunity.to-”think God}a‘thoughts after Him." God
permitted. the man to name.the animals. |

And out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the

field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man

to see what he would call them. and whatever the man called

a living creature, that was its name., (Gene5|s 2:19)

ln Hebrew ''giving a name'' to something or to someone generally means
Mgiving a descrlptlve name.” After Jacob had overcome God ln a wrestltng
‘imatch at the Jabbok Rlver, God gave hlm a>new name; God changed his name
from "Jacob'" (that is, ”the Trlckster”) to ”Israel” (that is, '"One who
.overcomes God''). God's angel to]d Joseph that Mary s baby wodld be called
esus! (that is, ”SaVIor”\ His name would also be "Immanuel' (that fis,
"God with us'), |

That 1s what the man‘did here in the Garden of Eden. He didrnot give
names to each animal he happenedtokntee‘to He dfdknot cali one dog "Brownie'
and another dog ”Ffdo,“ Rather he;.ae‘thevruier over God's creation, be-
came acquainted with the actions and‘habite of'a“oartiCUIar kind of animal
and then gave to each kind a name which aptly described it, (This becomes
very important when we get to verse 23,)

This naming of the animals awakened in the man an acute awareness that



he alone was without a female counterpart. Neither among the animals nor
apart.from the animals was there a counterpart ”like-corresponding to" ;he
" man., |

God therefore remedied the incompleteness in a most unusual way:

So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and

he slept; then He took one of his ribs, and closed up the flesh

at that place, And the. Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib

which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man.,

(Genesis 2:21,22) '

Experience teaches us that every person‘is'born of a woman. But here
is an exception, God l"built“'the first woman from the man's rib.

_ Now there can be no question at él] about this creature being the one
""Iike-corresponding to'" the man., If God had started with moré ground, we
would never know if the man had been made of Minnesota black grouﬁd and
the woman made of Wisconsinkbrown ground. Now wé"caﬁ be sure that the
wohan is made of exactly the same "stuff'' as the man is made of.

God also instituted marriage when He brought the_deén to the man;
The man immediately recbgnized this creature as the one who is "like-
corresponding to" himself and he recejved her Qith joy:
| And the man said, "This is now bone of my bones
And flesh of my flesh;
She shall be called Woman, '
Because she.was taken»out.of Man,'"" (eresis 2:23)
'Remémbér tha% the man héd spent much of the day naming the hairy'
beasts of thé field, Now we can see the man's face lighting up as he sees
. for thé first time fhat perfect companion which God has prepared for him.
Now, according to the Hewbrew, he says, "This time, God! This‘time You
have got it right!"
Some might Say.that a dog is a man's best frield. Another man might
have the name "Philip,' that is, "lover of horses,' But that is no compari-

son at all with the real, live, beautiful helper which God had made speci~-

fically as a counterpart for the man!



wa everything was indeed ''good.'!
The man had given descriptive names to the various animal kinds, Now
* he gives a descriptive name to this creature also, He calls her name
""woman,'!
The wording here is of greatest importance.
Note that the first'couplet is specific: g
. This is now bone of myvbonés,
And flesh of my flesh.
The first fema]e was made specifically from the flesh and bone of the
first man. Adam recognizes that immediately. But this is NOT the feason
why she is called 'woman."
The second couplet is generic:
. She shal]ube_called Woman,
.Because sheAwas‘taken out of Man.
Her kind receins fhe name "'woman'' not because she was taken out of Adam as
an indiyidual;‘nptrbecause she was to become Adam's wife; but because her
kind (woman-kind) is taken out of man-kind. What is true in a literal and
“specific sense of Adam and Eve is true in a genéric way of men and women
in general. | | |
The Hebrew mékes thi§ clear by usiﬁg for“fhe first time a second word
for man (Hebrew "Téh“); a word thét hadbbeen uséd bfoleptical]y in verse 22,
Not thy does Maoses use é differént Wofd herévfnvversé 23, but the words aré
used without a defini'terarti‘cle.o They.refef to men and women in gengral,

not to Adam and Eve in particular., ''She shall be called woman, not the

woman (that is, "ishah', without a definite article, generic); because she
was taken out of Egﬁ)‘not the man (that is, "ish,' without a definite
article, generic).,

Genesis 2, in particular Genesié 2:23, ﬁélds the key for a proper un-

derstanding of the role relationship of man and woman.



THe New Testament writerg réfer.to the re]atioﬁship between men and
women on>several occasions. In each case the writer makes an application
* based on the principle enunciated in Genesis 2.

In 1 Timothy 2, for example, Paul was talking about the role of man
and woman as it manifests.itself in the Church. There he writes, "I do
not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man.,' (I Timothy
2:3) Paul's words are not an absolute prohibition against women preaching
the Gospel.v The Apostle is saying that the woman in her teaching should
not violate the principles God established at th¢ creation. ''For it was
Adam who was first created, and then Eve.'" (I Timothy 2:13) What we read
in Genesis 2, Paul says, épplies to the conduct of men and women in the
church today.

fn 1 Corinthians 11 Paul discussed a custom peculiar to the church in
Corinth. It involved the woman's practice of wearing a covering on her head.
Paul encouraged the women in Corinth to observe that custom because there
it was commonly viewed as a. proper expression of the role relationship-
.God had created. The basis for Paul's answer is again found in Genesis 2:
"For man does not originate from woman, but woman from man; for indeed man
was not created for the woman's éake; but woman for thé man's sake."

(I Corinthians 11:8,9)

Later, in | Corinthians 14, Paul discusses speaking in tongues and
good order in the worship service. His word here is, 'Let the woman keep
silent in the‘churches; for they are not permitted to speak.' Why? Paul
continues, ""But let them subject themselves, just as the Law. also.says.'
,(l Corinthians 14:34) Since we do not find a particular commandment in the
01d Testament stating that ”Womeﬁ shall keep sifent in the churches,' we
are led to believe that with the word 'Law'' Paul is referring to the 0ld

Testament in general and to Genesis 2 in particular - just as he did in

the other two passages cited above,
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Since Paul uses the word '"head' to describe the man in | Corinthians

11, we might refer to this man/woman relationship as ''the headship principle,"

Part Il - An Application of the Principle

The pamphlets prepared by the COP Committee on the Role of Man and
Woman carefully restate the Scriptural principles that are ihvolvedo‘ The
commi ttee, however, did not include all sorts of detailed applications,
Thfs omission was deliberate. The committee felt that a ''book of canon law'
whfch attempts -to deai with every possible .situation would be impossiblg to
produce. Such a book of canon law would éoon become dated. No author could
possibly Imagine the variéus circumstances to which the principles were
being applied. The commfttee felt that if all of us understand the prin-
ciples, then the applications will come naturally.

- Our motivation in applying the principle and living according to the
~principle also enters the picture. Will we strive to live according to
God's "headship principle' because this is what our laws and rules demand?
. or because we love the Savior who loved us first? Will we be moved by'the

Law or by the Gospel? |

tn Genesis 3 we learn how both the man and the woman disobeyed their
Creator. After that Fall into sin God came looking for the man, the head,
and called him to account. In His infinite grace and mercy God then pro-
mised to send a Savior for both the man.and the woman as well as for all
" of their descendants regardless of séx?5'That promised '"Seed of the woman"
is the Lord Jesus, He crushed Satan's heéd-on that first Good Friday when
He died to pay for the sins of the world. Becau§e we have tasted the fove
and forgiveness of that Savior, we Christians will strive to please our
Lord. In particular we will strive to act as Christian men and Christian
women .

In order then to fulfill the directions of your program committee (and
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in order to give you teachers an opportunity to place some critical check
marks in the margin of this paper), | offer you several applications of the
’ ""headship principle,'

Situation #1 - Should a woman teach a religion class at a Lutheran

high school?

Some of our people have gained the impression that a woman is not to
talk about Jesus or should say very little about God, Scripture nowhere
teaches this. All Christian men and women are royal priests whose privi-
lege it is to '"show forth the praises of him who called us out of darkness
into His marvelous light." (I Peter 2:9) What God forbids is fhat a female
teacher of Ged's word fina herself in a position of having authority over
the man. Since we have considered the male high school students to be boys
rather than men, the woman who teaches high school religion is not vio]éting
the headship principle,

As a matter of fact we have called both the men and the women on our
high school faculties to be teachers of religion. The call document (which
s sent to both men and women) reads in part: We "have elected you to the
sacred office of a public servant of the Word." We ask you to assume your
office '"as part of the public ministry of the Church,'! 'We authorize and

fobligate you to instruct and train'the students in your charge diligently
and faithfully in harmony and in accord with the Word of God.... To main-
tain Christian discipline in your work at this school and to this end to
employ such means as are in accord w}th the Holy Scriptures,”

if the ladies were not to teach reldgion, we would have given them a
contra;t rather than a call,

Whether it is wise for a lady to teach the religion class is a dif-
ferent matter, There may well be a man who because of his seminary train-
ing and because of his experience in the pastoral ministry is better quali-

fied to do so.
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For the same reason a woman might conduct a devotion in her classroom
or homeréom°

(Here is a question for you: Would it be proper for a woman to teach
religion on the college level? Should a woman receive a divine call to
teach college age men as well as women? At what point does the male student

become a man?)

Situation #2 = Should a woman conduct a school chapel service?

The chapel service ordinarily involves the entire school family,
students and teachers alike, Sincé tﬁélchaplain.assumes a position of
teaching authority as he conducts the chapel'servicé,'and since tﬁat'an
thority is exercised.over adult men and women, the chaplain ought.to be a

man.

Situation #3 - Should a woman read a devotion or a prayer at the open-~

»ing or closing of a faculty meeting?

Since the men act as chaplains for the school wérship services, |
7 w@u]d think that the men would want to take a headship‘role fn the faculty
room when the children of the school family are absent.

If a;mél disagrees with my an%Wer, I would ask him, '"Why don't you want
to take the headship role in faculty room?"' 1f a woman disagrees, | would

ask her, '"Why Is it that you desire this position of leadership?" -

'Situation #4 - Should a woman serve as a delegate to the high school

federation? Should she serve on the high school board?

The high school board is the group which establishes school policy,
The high school federation is the body which ultimatgly governs every aspect
of the school; Both bodies are, By definition, positions of authority.

Since they exercise authority over men, women, and children, the positions
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ought to be held my men,

Serving on a committee is a little bit'different, The commiftee's pur-
Tpose ordinarily is to gather and presenf information to a higher board, The
BiE]e nowhere forbids men and women to sit down at the same table to talk |
over church matters. When that does happen, both the men and the women will
want to behave in a God-pleasing way,

It is an excellent idea that the women somehow have access to the reports

which the principal and the chairman of the board present to the federation.

Situation #5 - Should a womén act és an assistant prinéipal §riaé'a
counselor? | | |
. .Do the principal and his assistant exercise aﬁthorify 6ver méle and
female teachers? Are they viewed by parenté - fathers and mothers - as
. holding positions of.authority7. If so, then a:man éhould take that leader-
ship role, - | |
ff a counselor or guidance director deéls exclusivelyvw!thIStUdenté

(children), there is no reason why it must be a man.

Situation #6 - Should a woman serve as head of a department?

Here we ask the question, ”WhQ?” ‘Did a woman strive,for this office
to prové a point? to satisfy her desire for power énd.aUthority? to prove
that she can do the Job as well as Eer méle counterpart? Did a qualified
man decline the position because he did not want to be bothered with 1t?
because he was shirking his ro]e as head? Or was the woman asked to assume
this position simply because no one else was qualified for it? B
Can she act as a department head with preoper demeanor toward her male

counterparts, without "usurping authority'" over them?

Much depends on the attitudes of the men and women involved.
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Situation #7 - Should a woman be a speaker before the federation or

:,the board in their formal meeting?
If a woman simply presents information to a board or federation, she
does not necessarily ''usurp authority" over the men.
.. Again much depends on attitudes. [f a woman presents her information
with an arrogant lip, deliberately despising the role relationship created

by God, the matter would be different.

Situation #8 - Should female students serve as ushers for religious
services? Should they serve as aAstudent body president? or as a class
president?

:Those who say '"Yes'' point to thevfact that no woman here is exercising
~authority over any man.. Those who say ''No'! pqiﬁt to the fact that the boys
-should learn to assumé a_ﬁeadship role during their student days. - The '"No's'
also argue (from experience) that if a boy is not elected president, the
girls have a tendency.to take over the work whflei£he boys sit back and
watch, |

I think we have more to gain pedagogically by asking the boys to assume

héadship roles during their student days.

. 'Situation-#9-- Should a lady teacher be paid less hecause she is a

woman 7

Before 1975 it was a common practice to pay the women less than the
men. It may well haQe been true that the woman had fewer expenses and
responsibilities than her male "head of house'! counterpart. At theﬂsame
time the old policy was perhaps just one more example of how men throughout
history have abused their headship.

Male students who feel they need not listen to the directions of the

lady teachers are similarly misunderstanding the principles.
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Conclusions
 One pet peeve of mine is to hear people talk about "the role of women“

‘while neglecting to mention '"‘the role of men." That kind of language im~
plies that we are having problems with the women and need to put them in
their place, As a matter of fact we are not having ''problems wjth the
women'' in Manitowoc or (as | understand it) in any of our Lutheran high
schools, The'problem today often involveé the men - men who do npt-attend
the voters' meetings, men who are not'concerned about the Christian train-
ing of their children, men who push their God-given headship onto.tﬁat‘
woman whom God has given them_as.a helper, |

It is the men who ofteﬁ object to the word ”obey“'on Qeddfng day. If
the woman prom}ses to obey, that means the man will havéifo adt as the head,
This is a position whi;h he oftgn does nét want to fill.

Practically speaking we need more papers on the rolé of men in the
church., We know what the word ”ébey” means. Now we need some discussion
on the words "'love, honor and cherish.”,b

In our WELS cifc]es we do have séme "happy inconsistencies” as we at-
témpt to apply the headship prinéipie° Instead of making more:fules, how~
éyer, let us each learn a Iessoh from Genesis 2, a leségn whi;h épplies to
men and women in the home, in the bhurch and in society. The'lesson is
this: Let each man look at eaah woman as a representative of that kind of
whom God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone.”" Let each
woman look at each man as a representat;ve of that kind whom the Bible calls
the "head," that kind for whom she was made as a "helper."

Let each one learn to apply God's word to hipself, removing theubeam
from his own eye before attempting to remove the speck from his brother's eye.

In short, "Let each his lesson learn with care,

And all the household well shall fare.!






