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cxpresgsed interest in services. Tarly ir September, Pszto:r
. . .
Lenge and hie vicar, Paul Zittlow, wmet in the Hunger's houss
£y = £ + - - S o T ey 4 - -
to plen for the first exploratory service. WMany items were

discussed, including a site for this service, = newspsaper ad,
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of & portion of Stevens
Point. There was some difficulty in finding a place to hold
services, 2s Stevens Point is a strong Roman Catholic city.
Unable to locate & place to rent for services in the city,
Pastor Lange and the dedicated families who wanted to get
services started ended up renting the Whiting Town Hall for

their 3unday services.

Cn September 13, 1970, the first exploratory service was

held at the Wh Town Hal
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church'" was a one room school house which was clean
and roomy, and came complete with & pianc. The rental fee
was just £10.00 psr Sunday. Pastor Lange conducted that
first exploratory service, while Vicar Zittlow remained at
3t. Peul's in Wisconsin Rapids to conduct the 10:30 service
there,

Pastor Lange and Vicar Zittlow then made Llans to serve

3
-

the people in the Stevens Poini area with regular services.
Following that first service Pastor Lange and Vicar Zittlow
enerally switched off. One week Vicar Zittlow would preach

his sermon at St, Paul's 9:00 service and Pastor Lange would

(S
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Pastor YWeber and his family moved to Plover in lsate

church
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occurred: bids were let out for the construc
and fellowship hall. The low bidder was Don's Construction of

4

197 Groundbreaking
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Waupaca, Wisconsin, with their bi

c
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ceremonies took place on October 37, 1976, with construction

{

beginning shortly thereafter,

A

By the end of 1976 church membership had grown to

L

(@)

=

souls and 106 communicants. The average Sunday church atten-
dance was 116 and L6 children attended Sunday School. God
continued to richly bless the work being done in Plover.

The prayers, gifts, and work of many people brought to

completion a beautiful church znd fellowship hall, which was

dedicated to the Triune God on July 2L, 1977. Guest speakers
for the three services were Rev. Roger ¥obleske, Rev., Williem
Lange, and Rev. Elton Huebner., The membership figures a2t the
time of dedicetion were 199 souls, 120 communicants. At this

time the congregation decided to have a pictoral directory of
a1l members made up as a remembrance of this speciel occession.

In the year 1978 Pastor Weber began efforts to get the

ct

congregation firmly organized as a working body, to carry out

o

a sound program of ministry. An advisory committee was Fformed

off:

(6}
}.4.

to reorganize the es and various boards of the Church

Council, and to revise the charter Constitution and By-Laws.
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of the 1978 budget saw the congregation go "self-

supporting,” with the exception of the capital subsidy received



from Synod. The congregation adepted an official sesl hased
on Mt 28:18-20, Christ's Great Commission. The Board of Tdu-
cation also began investigating the possibility of opening =

)

Christian Day School for the children. of.Divine Word.

o}

The year also saw a number of things done to meke the new

worship facility more pleasant. Included among these things

1]

was the landscaping around the church, the building of a stair-

{

way to the balcony, the building of a baptismal font by Eldon
Nuessmeier, and the purchase of church pews from Mb., Qlive

Lutheran Church of Appleton, Wisconsin.

b

1978 marked the first year where the membership st Divine
Word experienced a decline. This resulted mainly from the
transfer of many families out of town because of different
employment. The Church Council recognized this as a problem

for the church in the future and they felt that the situation

would need to be watched in the years shead.
0

)

At the annual veoters meeting in January of 1979 the
voting members decided to open a Christian Day School in the
Fall of 1979. The vote was 12 to 9, Since the margin of
passage was s0 narrow, another meeting was called in February
1979 At this meeting it was decided to delay the school until
sulitable funding became availsble. The Lord again blessed the
growth of Divine Word in 1979 so that at the end of the year

4

the congregation numbered 218 souls and 133 communicants.
In January 1980, the Christian Day School proprosasl was
again voted down due to the financial strain it would place

on the congregation. A subcommittee was formed to investigste



lternative methods of Christian Education and to promote *the

1980 2lso marked the tenth anr Word

e
I_ e
*::
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;

vy of Divin

[©)

Lutheran Church. A special service of thanksgiving was held
on September 14, 1980, at 3:00 PM. Pastor William Lange weas
the guest speaker. An anniversary dinner was held fellowing
the special service.

o]

l_.h

In October of 1980 Divine Word started their fir ﬁ readi
program on the local radio station WSPT. The program wsas
entitled "Come to the WELS." The congregation numbered 236
souls and 137 communicants at the close of the year.

The year 1981 brought with it the adoption of a new
revised Constitution and By-Laws. This document was printed
in booklet formed and included a Handbook for Church Officers.

The new document was well received by the congregation.
hcool

The fund set up for the Christian Dey Schoo!

Vord with a substantial growth in membership, with the totals
reaching 267 souls and 165 communicants.

1y of tho year an interesting reversal took place.
At this time St. Paul's of Wisconsin Rapids had a vacancy as
a result of the retirement of Pastor William Lange. Pastor
Weber filled that twe and z half month vacancy, working with
Vicars Michael Wolff and David Clark, once again alternatin

the preaching duties even as Pastor Lange and Vicar Zitt
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had done when they began the exploratory services. The Loxd

€3]
j

{

does move in mysterious ways, letting the members of Divine

e}
4]

Word help the members of St. Paul's, who had helped get their

O
=
o
jo
s

congregetion startedt Past er served as vacancy peastor

+

until September 13, 1981, when Pastor NHorman Paul was installed

This then concludes the history of Divine Word Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Plover, Wisconsin. This church iz cen
another miracle of God's amazing grace, of God opening yet
another door where His Word would be proclaimed. This church
faced obstacles, the chief one being the religious makeup of
the Stevens Point area, which is almost 90% Roman Catholic.
God has richly blessed Divine Word; this one can plainly 5€€.
He continues to do sco. God will perform still other miracles

r

of His grace; He will continue to open doors for us where we

mey proclaim His Word, even as He did in Plover, Wisconsin.
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STATISTICS

[

YEAR MEMBERS COMMUNICANTS AVG CHURCH BAPT

i

SM3 CONFIRM MARRT BURIAL AFTIRN 21

ATTENDANCE ATICHS  AGES PATTH
1971 48 37 NA O 1 () 0 0 1L
1972 80 50 WA 2 1 (a) 0 T4
1973 103 62 NA li Lo(348) 1 0 A
1974 146 85 102 10 7 (28) QO 17
1975 163 92 116 6 3 (2a) Y 11
1976 185 106 116 ! Lo(1L) 2 0 2
1977 207 127 126 9 7 (Le) © 1 10
1978 187 118 123 7 (2a) 7 (La) 2 0. 1
1979 218 133 12l 7 8 (34) O 1 13
1980 236 137 136 10 2 2 0 5
1981 267 165 NA NA WA NA  MA ML

YEAR GIVING=-ALL PURPOSES

AVG / COMMUNICANT

1971 1.9k
1972 98,72
1973 130.18
1974 157.67
1975 172.50
1976 165.57
1977 173.18
1978 267.88
1979 227.15
1980 290.09
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