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Tatroducthion

While researching my family history in Iowa, I came across an
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interesting incident between the Hissouri and Towa Synods in Buck Creel,

-
g
®
2

2-5

he congregation my great-grand father belonged to had a stormy
beginning, This aroused my curiogity bo investigate the events sure
rounding thel incident, I did not realize al the time that T had cone

acrosg just one portion of a larger event thab book place from about

3

8.

1872

y
s

o 1877 in Bremer County, lowa.

o

Ho man is an island and no incident in history stends by itself,
The Missourl and Iowa Synods had one factor in common which also ended
up in being thedr point of difference, Pastor Loshe of Weuendettelsau,
Bavaria. Loehe was an energetic man who through his mission school had
a tremendous impact on Luthersnism in America. Consldering his inbense

desire for mission work in America, it seeme that he would
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seek oub, as even American Lutherans seeked him out, an association with

gsourd Synod. Ib was
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a good Working partnership, ny of Loehels students thalt came over soon
joined the Missourd Synod with Loehe even giving zontrol of a training
school over to Missouri at Ft. YWayne, Indiana. This splendid relatione
ghip, howvever, was nob to lagt,

- y - ~o

Pastor Grabau al the head of the Buffalo Synod was having diffi-
ting pastors to gerve his congregations, As a result, laymen
gtarted conductiong services in some Buffalo Synod churches, In an open
pagstoral letter which Grabau sent to Hissouri Leaders, Grabsu made it
clear that he regarded such action on the part of the laity as a

violation of the doctrine of the winistry. He contended thalt laymen

could not perform ministerilal functlons since they were not ordained,
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Ordination according to him wag a divine ordinace which nmust be conferred

by a properly institubed church body or authority. Only properly ordained

)
e

pastors could perform valid pastoral rites and congregationg vere bound

to follow their pastors in all matters which had not been explicitly
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forbidden in the Bible, Previougly Missouri and Buffalo had heped to
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neident, the Missouri
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have friendly relations, Bul with this :

that in no way could it give ground to Grabau's stand on the office of
the ministry, This feeling had been deeply ingrained from their early

higtory when they were virtually forced to make a clear stabtement on the

powers of the logal congregation. Also, Hissouri found itgelf in a

O
position vhere it had to reactpGrabau's stand because disenchanted Bub-

falo Synod members were joining Missourl Synod churches,
In between the Missourl and Buffalo Synods stood Loehe in a deadly
crossfire, He took a moderating position between the two views as to

whether the congregation derives from the ministry (Buffalo)or the minist

from the congregation (Missouri). In Loehe!s view, ordination was more

%
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than a ceremony., It established the call, conferred the off

Ls

ice and
imparted special spiritual gifts, For Loehe it was not through the
local congregation, but through the Church, the congregation and the

o . . . . 2
clergy, the Lord calls and ordains men for the ministry.

"In our days when 1t is desired to make everJ high p1ace
low and to place all will and commend in the decision of the
masses, 1t 1s nobt to be wondered al when one hea“S statenents
as the followings T'Truth end liberty are the pillars of the
chureh, ! MHany Dongwavations Olso feel that way. They want
to elect their own pastors., HNothing is more sure than thal the
ninigterial office is an independent institution of our divine
xedeomer@@mgiﬂe office originates from Him, nobt from the con-
gregation,

The Missouri Synod could of course not agree with Loehe in this

()

mattdr, lLven after a personel visit from Walther, the old partnership

Ty



could not be mended. Loehe considersd the relation of church and
ministry and certain questions of eschatology to be open questions

which vere not divisive of fellowship, Butb Missouri was compelled by

thelr stand on Lutheran confessionalism to make a break with Loshe, In

.

1852, the Wissourl Synod requested Walther to make +

o
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publishing his book on '"The Church and Minigtry,'

"

ohortly before the break in 1852, Loehe had started another venture

hte

in Saginaw, MHichigan, in 1850, He first established a hostel for German

immigrants, bu?iyas changed into a teacher's seminary, The events that

took place naturally affected the congregations located there., There
Pastor Grossman who championed Loehels view found himself overwhelmed

by the situation, By Loehe's advice, Pastors Grossmen and Deindoerfer,

two students, and some others left the colony in Michigan in September,

1853, They established a new colony at St. Sebald and reestablished the

seminary 4y 1854, the Towa Synod was

Sy

st Dubuque, Iowa, On August 2

organized by four men: Pastors G. Grossmen, J. Deindoerfer, S. Fritschel

and Candidate M, Schuellereﬁ Loehe felt that in this move there would

be an understanding that Towa was a place the Missouri Synod had as not

yet done any work and so there would be no conflict of imterest in Towa.

This proved to be a misund The Misgouri Synocd had 1ts fimst
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two congregabions with pastors in Towa while the lowa Synod wag in dits

infant stages, However, both of these congregations were lost bo the

issourl Synoda these congregations was served by Pastor H.

s . O
Graetzel starting in 1856 in DBremer County, ILowa, Graetzel remained

-

in lova for less than a year and the congregation went to the Towa Synod,

The Prelude to Bremer County -~ The Milwaukee Colloguy of 1867

From 1854 to 1867, things vere relatively calm between the Towa and
& 2 o
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gsgourd Synods. The Tovwa Synod felt moved after this time to have a

colloguy with the Milssouri Synod to see 1f any basis for fellowship



il Synod was agreeable to this and a collyguy was held

b
o P e T Eo T SN EReIRY (o sy @ Ty o .
ngin, from November 13th to 186th in 1867, Prom the

tor Walbther, three other pastors, and four laymen

were appointed, The officlal represenbtabives of the Lowa uynodswbvc
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President Grossman, Sigmund and Gottfried Fritschel, and a laymen,” T
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two sides falled to come to any agreement the main question of what

t that

is necessary for Church fellowship and unity. Towa would not

the doctrines as to observance of Sunday (whether or not a certain day

was commanded), as bto the interpretation of Revelation 20, and as to the

5

Antichrist, whether theﬁ%mst be considered symbolically fixed in the

10 e - @ 5
The Towa Synod € o

Tuthersn Church and classed as articles of falth.
sidered some of these to be open questions to which Missourl felt bound

1ot Lo treat as open cuestions according to their confession of faith.

-
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The sumnation really was that Loehe was still the point of difference,

1

The Towa Synod reacted Lo the colloguy on an optimistic note and hoped for

But the Missouri Synod left wondering 1f the ITowa

" y 11
Synod was even truly Lutheran,

elt compelled to warn other Lutherans against the

g of the Towa Synod, probebly with a zeal that amounted to

) L

overkill, Articles started appearing in the "Lutheranerwhich the lowa

1

Synod considered rather abrasive. Herman Fritsc hel in his blography of

Siguund and Gottfried ¥ritschel says:

church paper of the (Missouri)
ne lowa Synod and the Fritschel
ate botha In its pulpits, preachers
ere Lowa congregations were mearby;

e lutheranes,! the offi
Synod, incessantly abtack

brothers, seeking to annihil

vaged mawfar
ildren were warned from those false

in payochial secl 8 S

teqcncﬁgp nrayer fe1 owghip with them was sinful, even social
intercourse was to be avomd ed., Discord wau429roﬂd in congrem
pations, even among families, by fanatics,”

Rev, Fladland, the present day pastor of St. John's Tutheran of



Buck Creek, Towa, sald that in days past blood had run hot bebween the
Hissouri and Towa Synods in the area, Whenever a member of a family
vwould marry into a different symod family, the member was completely

ogtracizned

Trom his family.
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the scene is now

ready for Bremer County, lowa, from 1872 to 1877,
Pastor Paul Bredoy
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In 1872, Pastor Paul Bredow becanme th#bustor at 5t. John's of Hax-
field Township in Bremer County, Tova. This was the saus congregation that
Pagtor Graetzel of the Missouri Synod had in 1856, Bredow was born in
Guelzon, Russia, in 1839 and trained in the sion School at Neuendebe
L \'] o A e T T 13 Tom A 27 4 - T 3 . 3 A ~ 2 2.5

elgan uncer Loehe, In April, 1607, Bredow came over to America with
four fellew students commissioned gerve the Iowa Synod. He served in
many congregations in Wisconsin and Towa before coming to Maxfield,

Shortly after his arvivel in Maxfield, Bredow began to feel undue
pregsure from Pastor J.L. Craemer of the lMissourl Synod vho resided in
Yaverly, In the "Lutheraner," Craemer made indirect references to the
o 3 i LT e T -] e [ 3 b N L NI ™ ] 1 ‘/'
lowa wynod as being a false Lutheran Synod, at least according to Bredow,

Craemer esbabli

il

shed two congregetiong in Haxfield, one Lo the norbthwest
and one to the southeast of Bredow's congregation, This made Bredow even
more apprehensive with the feeling that Craemer had intentions of taking
over MHaxfield for the Missourl Bynod, Then in 1873, Craemer managed to

ing another pastor into the county to handle the lMissourd Haxfield

congregaliong,

Merr Pas g, frusher in T

von der 3 tern Gemeinde in Maxf:

eingefuehrt den iC) Oct 1873, als an - !jb

tis durch die Pastoren L. Craemer und Studb,® '~
Bredow probably felt even more convinced of his fears when he read in the
LT . \ I . . 4 a4
Iutheraner! that Craecmer wrote that Kanr one vwho would defend True



Lutheranism in the face of those who oppose and even deny true Luther-

anisw, ~  Hig fears proved to have real subsbance.

TY L el

he first incident apparentl in Waverly concerning the

Towa Synod congregstibon there. A Pastorll, Gerlach came to gerve the

congregation fresh out of Wartburg Seminary. Bredow performed the
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ordination cermony on the eighth Sunday after Trinity. After sboul a

vearts time, Gerlach decided that it would be a good idea to hold a church
picnic and a church dance, The idea showed the inexperience of an
uninitiated seminary graduate to the realities of the practical ministry.

Part of the congregation objected strongly to the church dance, especially

5

those who seemed inclined Tto the Misgourd Synod., Although Kamning, had

not been in the county long, he took the opportunity to appear on the

scene, Lanning spoke to the disenchanted faction concerning the dif

3

ences between the Ilowa and Missouri Synods ag pointed out by the theo-
4
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logical facullby of the lMissouri Synod in St. Louis. =~ Among

cussed was the wrong view of the Iowa Synod on the millennium, This

narticular polint came to play in an issue of money concerning the
L J o o) s

faction when they split fpom the Iowa Synod congregation. Before the

o
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"t behind a

actual gplit occurred, a widow died who le 300 inheritence,

EN 47

Since she hsd no children, the money would to the church, but which
3 / ?

faction would receive itwas another question. Before her death she showed

ity with the Hissouri facbion because she could not agree with the Iovs
- . ; . . 9 L rean 4o
Synod on the view of the millennium, The case wenlt to court with the

judge deciding in favor of the Misgouri faction and with leaving

s bitber taste in everyonels mouth, In 1875, the Missourl faction re-

ceived ites first pastor after Hannings.
o

o
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Chester, Illinois, berufen
UMMM?TQI mwczm

Ue}jgr‘ in

Herr Pastor i. obopn&ﬂg
Bremsr

von der Gemelnde bel Waver
trinitatiggonn 3, den 23




and had left a
the congregation. T
mamn

o conduct

about

r over a vear he conducted gervices at Buck Creek every two weeks
when several members of relocated
at Buck Creek, These Missouri members also started abtending Bredow's
services, But Fenning took this as his opportuniby to gain a foothold a

Bredow was just really acting as a vacaency preacher bo an independent

N erren o S e
congregation,
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HThen ned the LOlLOWLﬂQ facts. M
Tredrick l‘vo }1.1_.!‘}&) had vigi Lod all the Ger: : 1
were interested in a church and had come Lo agreenent that
on a cervain day they would assemble in the Marsh Jcnooi and
discuss the question: 'Do we want to establish a congregation
Missourd Synod, or the LTowa Synod?!  But neiuher Pastor
nor [ were to be invited to the meeting so that the
would be without the influence of either pastor. PFor
[ had owledge of the meeting. DBut Pagtor

s by his friends and arrived in due tinme, He
tl@u bh@ decision could only be in favor of his synod
and Uoctarcd everyone a 'Tooll! who would not accept the de-
cigion, Greal care was exerclged in vobing., A voling roster
was selt up and the number of vobtes cast compared with the
number on the roster. This tallied, Butl when the voles wers
counted there were two wmore vobes for bthe lowa Synod than for
the Missouri Synod., When the regult was annouced, Pasbor
Fanming jumped on the school bench and thundered (Remember, he
who had previously bra liel ovefyone fool who could not side
vith the majority) with a loud voice against the !false Lowa
Synod, ! adjured all present for the sake of the salvation of
their souls to guard against the 'false prophets of the Iowa
pynod! and declared emphatically that he and hig adherents
vould not agree to the decision, The excitement was so great,
that, as a faithful friend told me, it almost came To physical
violence in which Pastor Kanning would have been the main
object, The Lord, ho ucg >, did not let it come to such an
outbreal of the flesh,

tbheransg that

('Df‘a

The Buck Creek congregation split into its two factions each
building its own church, The Iowa Synod congregation took oub Articles

of Incorporation and a constitution was drawn up and signed by three

. ; - o Tt RO es ;
men in 1874: Fred Poshler, G, Wolff, and Louis Buhr.”” The Hissouri

>

faction later called Canidave T. Haenschfe Lo serve as pastor, who also

later served the Missourl congregabtion in Leroy Township,

-

"Herr Candildat Theod, Haendschfe, berufen von der Gemeinde an der
Buck Cree emer County, lowa, ordinirt und eingefuehrt ap

. A « . . N - N L)
Sten ogﬂutaa nach Trintatis 1876, durch Pagtor W, Kenning,!

T
1.

seroy Tounship

In 1874, twenty German Lutheran had become sebtled in Leroy Town

il
£ <0

ghip to the east of Tripoli. Bredow peeached to them on one occasion,

hut it was Pastor Xuethe of the Towa Synod from Tripoli that began



preaching on a regular basis there in the Leroy Schoolhouse, Bub it

)

Yagn't Long aftberwards that Pastor K

approached these people,

bo  provide at 10% down and see

g price, a church building

.

to it that o Missourl pastor would serve them. the econpgrega=

ion ook him up on his offer sometime after Sepbember, 1875 and before

December, 1877, However, the firgt church built was destroyed
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tornado and another had 4o be built,.

gregation, it would hardly s

Bredow was able to only subdue tensions for awhile before his congre-

gation suffered also, Tehsions first mounted with the actiong of Pagtor

Ja.Le Craewer in hisg indirecht cubtting

el | ey 1. ERSSE | o
in 1876, he wmoved to later become the first
Lley

of the Tove District of the Hissouri Synod in 1879, Pagstor

&

however, was more than able to keep Dredow on his guard on all

of many dndependent cougre in the

o

area from the

tanning also had a colloguy with Pastor Johamn

fTrom Ha

oton, lowa, and br into the

Strangely enough, the force that finally took twenbty members from
Bredow's congregation were religious printed articles. It seems that

Bredow's regularly read religious newspapers such ag the

flutheraner, especially those who were Tavorably inclined to their

began Lo c¢limax when Pagtor

bo split the Synod. Elindworth
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pastbor in the eyes of the Mamfleld congregabion sincs he

20
a Friend of Bredov,”™ Klindworth

E\)

had vigited there many times being
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accused Professor Sigmund fr

cost of the

Newendettlesau, AL the 1875

it

schel of nmus
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Synod and giving vp tue docbrine to

Madison convention

£ Uﬂ(,..»/

o
Ox

getting

the Synod,

e at the

which he subscribed to in

aow was

agked by Klindworth's following to act as moderator, bub it was to no

avail,

Professor Schnidt in the "Lutheraner" in 1875. As
8says concerning Professor Schmidbs
Tin those days he wrote very aolj aga“nst the
point of the old Towa Synod under the title:
wnderstandings and Camouflages,! (Schmidils
Beitrag zur Pruefung der sogenannben

wischen Missouri und
89, 113, = "Zur
uel Lutheraner,

left Bredou's congregation in 7

£5

vould probably be safe to say

gpot In his ministry. DBub ths

Bredow must have been

Towa,!

articles appe
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1877 vhen Pastor Famming died.
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fierce battle cawe to an abrupt

Conclusion

After such a story it would be easy
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bad guys and the Tova Synod the good guys,

white in hisbtory as thel

4

and the Towa Synod

love than the Hissouri Synod.

absolubte truth of the

Towa Syn

1 oare different

Gospel.

he Gospel
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tie gtraw that broke the camells back wes the articles wrilten by
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ter practice cf brotherly

votherly love cannot
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Synod on the other hand can

<

too high of a price Lo pay.
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be credited with remsining with the truth of the Gospel and the Lutheran

for the

v people avay from the

Gospel as he gained for iv.

Besides the higher theological implications, one must alvays reuei-
ber that 1t is ths that bear the brunt of theological

wvarfare, OSouls are at stake and that is a very preclous commodity in
oht of Cod, A lesson can be learned from this event in church

history., If we ugse the Gospel as a club, we may do just as much damage
as those weople who oppose the truth of the Gospel. In the end, ve can

bringing people to believe in the whole truth o

alvays remember that the Gospel is &l
healing, The physician comes to heal those who are siclk, the man of God

L

to seek and to save that which are logt,
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Parochial Bern : ichen Whr"r.Lc,L der deubtschen ev,-luth.
VoI iv'[jssour« Ohio ur c:l andersn Staatern,

For Kaming, F. W./ Pastor in: Denver; Io a /Postambs Denver, emer Co., Llowa

1874 1875

1877

Gemednden

nicht zur Synode 3 1 2 3 1
geh o

zup Synode gehorend 0O 0 0 0 0]
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