{/Aﬂgmﬂlﬂ’”
WHEN IS A PLRSON A UNIONIST? - M.J. mitt

Many attempts have been made, especlally in recent years, to
bring about a uniou of all the Lutheran Church bodics., These
attempte have revealed a groat number of advocates of the principle
that an outward organizational union can and ought to he achieved in
apite of the lack of true doctrinal unity. Th1u principle has Cound
some vigorous and zealous supporters in our Synodical Conforence.

A general statement oboubt union cannot be made boecause union in
itself cannot be condemned., A union of church bodics may be good as
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well as bad., The desire to bring tozether Lutherans and Christians
in gencral i1g in itself hl@uJ/ dusircable. If, howover, a union of
Lutherans and of Christiang in ~eneral 1s Lo mean LUWlbwmb, it must
be bascd on inner unity.

Inner unity is that condition which 1s brought wbout by the Holy
Ghost through the Vord of fGod. Inner unity is a Soirit ecreated
statc. A God-pleasing union of religious bodics will cxprcss the
Spirit created unity, as the Apostle 8278 in I Corinthians 1, 10 "Now
I bescech you, bret1run, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that
ye all speak the same thing, and that therc be no divisions among
you; but that yo be perfectly Joined together in the same mind and in
the same Jjudgment,”
mvery proposal for union 1s to bo tested with this thought of trus
unity in mind and if the »roposal does not meet this test, it must
be rejected. When groun of Christians discovor this unity of
spirit which alread y exists amon; tnem, they may Jjoin togother out-
wardly.
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Thus we read in Acts 2,/12:"And they continucd steadfastly in the
Avostles doctrine and fellowonlp (Kowwvle ) and in breaking of bread
and invprayer." In Philipians 2,1,2. we rcad:"If there be therefore~
any congolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, 1f any fellowship
(Kmvunud) of the Spirit, 1f any bowels and morciscs, Fulfill ye my
Joy, that ye be likc-minded, having the same love, being of one
accord, of one mind.," The fellowship of those Christisns was based
on like-mindedncss, the samc love, agrecment and adhorence to the
doctrine of tho Anostles, Outward cooperation followed this agroe-
ment in iobtr1n<, (Distribution of goods to the poor, Acts Q,Lhm
175 The preaching of the gospel--Acts 11,22-26; Relief to Jorusalem-
Acts 11,27-30; Paul and Barnobas went to the Gentileos, Cephas and
John to the circumeilision-CGalations 2,9).

When things other than agrecment or unity in doctrine are made
the chiefl consideorations for church union, unionism is evident.
Unionism is falsgo union which covers inner disunity.

The Concordie Cyclonedia dofines unionism asg follows: "Union-
ism consists in joint worship and work of thosc not united in doc-
tring. Its essence 1s an qprc ement to disagrec, In effect it
denies the doctrine of thoe clearnsss of Serinture. It would treast
certain doctrines as tunddmunuﬂl or egsentlal and others asg non-
essential to Christian unity-a provosition which could bo defended
on only onc of two opremiscss: bhﬂb God cither was unable to reveal
Eis will and mind in guch & mannerras not to be misunderstood or
was not willing so to reveal dlmgulf. In the former caso His wisdom
is attacked, in the sccond his geodness. A Christian who bselieves
that God has clearly spoken thOtnh the prophets and apostlcs and
through the Lord Jesuh Christ cannot be a unionist.”
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Dr. Theo. Gracbner in the Lutheran Witness (1928, page 35 f) do-
fines unionism thus:"Dy unionism we mean a definits thlni It is
involved, of course, whercver church lcaders try to unite religious
bodics POWHvﬂl,Us of the doctrine which they teach and of the prac-
tices which they uphold. A more Insidious form by Ffar, is the ten-
dency to unite thosu in worshlp and religious unosrhaklngs who are
noti united in the faith; and this is really the csscnce of unionisms
Jjoint worship and work wherc there is no unity of doctrine,

Again:"Unionism is church follows hip without doctrinal unity...
In its concrete form 1t is according v the participation of congre-
gations and church bodics, of ministers and church officials, in
spiritual work, and religious worship zathor with those of differ-
ing belief and profcssion.!

Dr. I'. Pfotenhaucr kalnbh unienism in this way (“rnoovdings of
the South Nebraska District, 12236, page 17): "Unionism is fellowship
between churches without corroc Sﬂﬁndjnf harmony and unity of confess-
ion and faith., It is toleration of false doctrine, mutual recognition
as brethren of the faith by bthose who push aside and lgnore differ-
ences in doctrine. This mutual rccosnition of the faith is the
given expression when membors of differcnt confession band together
in one congregation, unite in church fedora t1ou, or pulpit, altar,
or prayer idllowsalpg or undertake ¢fforts in obhur church work.

The essontial thing in unionism is that difforences in doctrine are
minimized, and as a matber of principle the sharp deLlU ction between
truth and error is removed,!

The Brief Statement says:"Since God ordained that His sword only,
without the admixture of human doctrine, be taught and believed in
the Christian Church, I Peter lj,11; John 8, 31.32; I Timothy 6, 3.l.-
all Christians arec requnrcd by Gmd to dis rrjmlnacc bctwoen orthodox
and heterodox church bodlcs, to leave them, Romans 16,173 Ve ro
pudiatc unionism, that is, church fellowship with the adherents of
false doctrine, as dlsob(dlCu(c to God's command, as causing divisions
in the Church, Romans 16,17; IT John %, 10, and as involving the con-
stant danger of losing the “ord of God entirely", I Timothy 2,17-21."
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Dre F, Pieper in his cssay "Unionism® read before the Ore egon and
Washington District of the Missouri Synod in 19?% sayvs (translated
by Wm. Lochner): "By unionism we refer to ’bL]OW b1p with false doc-
trine, i.e. with doetrine deviating from the Vord of God, no matter
whetherisuch doctrine is dofonded by indiv LduﬂWS or by centire church
bodiesg,'

A unionist is indifferent regarding the Yord of (God:; he is not

a conf'essionalist. Since all men by nature arve unionistic, the con-
fesgional Christian will find himsclf swinmaing against the streamn.
The unicnists are great in nuabor and are already, as it were, united
in thelr efforts against Christ, as those deseribed in the prayoer of
the Church ag Jerusalom, Acts h, 27 "Hor a truth against thy holy
child Jesus, whom thou hast annointed, both Hurod, and Pontius Pillate,
with tho Wunt11ug, and the poople of Israsl, were zathered together'.

A truc Lutheran Christinn who is +to be known as a champion of
the Truth and as one who refubtss all error cannot tolorate unionism
which puts Jrubh and error on the same plane and which so plainly
violates God's will as expru&s(d in His word. When the Lord warns
ug to flee unionism, He docs this for our own good lust we loso
the Truth and our salvation. "A 1ittle leaven leavencth the whole




-3 .
lump™ Galatians 5,9. "And their word will cat as doth a canker: of
whom is Hymcnacus snd Philotus; who concerning the truth have crred,
saylig that the resurrection is past alrcady; and overthrow the fﬁLLh
of some, Novertheless the foundation of CGod standeth sure, having
this scal, The Lord knowsth thom that ore His. And, let every one
that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity. But in o great
house there arc not unLy vossols of cold and of sllver, but alsc of
wood and of earth; and some to honor, and some to < onor. If a man
thercfore purgs himsclf from these, he shall be sgol unto honour,
sanctified, and meot for the mastor's use, and preparced unto every
good wovh”. The Word of God spesaks cloarly against unioniem.

Jesus sald (Matthew 7, 15-10 a): "Bownre of false prophebs which
comc to you in hpr'ﬂ clothing, bub inwardly they are ravening wolves.
Ye shall know them by thoir frults."

Jesus tells us in thcse words that inasmuch as and to such an
cxtent as a person teaches false doctrine, he is a false prophet of
whom we are to beware. Tho 'ulub prophots will bo recognized by
tholr fruits, 1l.o. by thelr doctrines and by thoir oractice which arc
contrary to the doctrinc of Christ.

"Boeware of them-guard yoursclf and glve heed to yourself as far
as falsc prophets are concerned is the sdmonition of bhe Lord.

IT Corinthians 6,1),15.16, "Be yo not unsuqually yokod togethe r
with unboclicverss for what fellowship hath rishtsousncss with un-
righteousness and what communion hath light with darkness? And what
concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that bolisveth
with an infidel? And whebt agrcocmont hath the tomple of God with idols?
for ye arc the templc of the living God: as God hath said, T will
dwell in them and walk in thewm: and T will be their God, and thoy
shall be my veoplc. dherefore come oub from among them, and bo NE
separatc, salth the Lord, and ftouch not the unclean thinz: and I will
roceive you, and wil] boe a Father unto you, =and yo shall be my sons
and daughters, sailth the Lord Almighty,"

Virse 17 is o quatation from Isalah 53,11 which spoaks of "touch-
ing no unclcan thing™; in the passage above rgf¢r&wru ia also ma du
to anything that is unclean. Vo are "o zo out? (*L?LQJc From "&£ c?‘
;/0£¢a/ "to come or go out "to forsake! hore tho oriat ilmperative
aufwvg indicating decisive action). (So Aluocﬁf'ffmdqydW from = ¢og-

(a/ »impurativuF nordlst pagsive-"ho sevarated’-decisivaly).

Dry P.BE. Kretzmann says in his commontary:"This passage is prop-
uPlj applicd in the case of false union with sectarien churches for
in as much and in so far as any church body has the "uncloan thing"
in 1ts midst in the form of any falso doctring op anti-seriptural
practicc in so mueh and in soifar it is contardnatod and may becomeo
contaminating, If cven that is contamination for belisvers to be
united with unbelicvers in mnttbr“ which furthor the idolatrous idons
of the latter, much more is the unlonism of the nrescent day to be
condemncd which ignores difforences of creed and practice with tho
spocious plon that the church awst boe a power in the world. It is
only bo retaining both doctrine and 1ifc in the sreatest possible
absolute purity that the chureh will be able to Fulfill ibts wission
of being a snlt in the world,!

The Apostle Paul exhortad the Corinthinns in provious words to
"give no offevnse in anything that the rinistry be not blamedy but in
all things approving ourge lves as the wministers of God', In chanter
5 thu Apostl spolte of the roconciliation and the ministry of this
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reconciliation and then followed with ths sxhortation "not to accept
the gracc of God in vain" (Chap. ©,1.).. In verse 1l ff. the Apostle
comes to the Corinthians with the call to separation-separation
from everything which is contrary to tho Gospel of reconciliation and
the grace of God in Christ. Not to follow the examplc of the apostles
in br,uqug away from ceverything that is contrary to God's reconcili-
ation and gracc could only invite disaster. "¥o then, as workers to-
gether with him, besesoch you also that ye roccive not the grace of
God in vain"

Ephesians 5,11.12 Y"And have no fellowship w1th the unfruitful
works of darkness, but rather rcprove them. For it 1s a shame even
to speak of thosc¢ things which arc done of them in sceccrct.”

To say that this text applies only to the sin against the sixth
commendment is wrong. In verse 8 Paul speaks of the fruit of the
Spirit as beins goodness and rightcousness and truth. In versc 10 he
tells us that since we are children of light, "we will vrove what
is acccptable unto the Lord." In versce 11 we arc told that as
children of light we will have no fellowship with the unfruitful
works of darkness. In verse 7 the idea of association and fellowship
with persons 1s emphasied while in verse 11 the idea of associlation
and fellowship with the works of those persons is brought into focus,
Paul refcors in the latter to the works-the unfruitful works of
darkness. Darkness and light are opposites; the one excludes the
other~fellowship, communion, association Lls impossible. Light pro-
duces fruit; darkness produces ne fruit-hence the unfruitful works
of darkness. Now we are not to havse fellowship with the uniruitful
works of darkncss; we are to withdraw., But we arc not only to with-
draw, The apostle adds, and that with esmphasis, "reprovse" them,
namely these works which are of darkness and unfruitful,

Verse 12 tells us how it happons that this reproof becomes
¢ffective, The shame is not for us who rebuke but for thosc who
arc involved in all of the unfruitful works of darkness, The re-
proof shedg light on their hidden works of darkness~on their un-
fruitful works donc secretly,

There arc many works of darkness which are done secrobtly. All
coveting is donc in sceret (not only sins against the sixth command-
ment). Who could name all of the things that are "sceret® in
connection with the followshipping that is done with those who have
deviated from the truth. “7Tho could name all of the scorct ambitions,
thoughts, and motives of men in this rogar?

Not to fellowship and to rsbuke and reprove ls certainly cnjoined
upon usg in this text as regard those who have dnv1 ted from the truth.

A deviation from the truth is an unfruitful work of darkncss, Fcllow-
shipping with this unfruitful work of darkncss would be unionlsm.

11 John 9,10.,11. "Whosoover transgressceth and abideth not in
the doctrine of Christ, hath not God., Ho that akideth in the doc-
trine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If therc come
any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive him not into
your hou“u, neither bid him CGod speaed. For he that biddeth him God
speed is partaker of his evil doedl.

Our text spoaks here of the doctrine of Christ., That "Christ is
come in the flesh" is a doctrine of Christ. This, howesver, is not
the only doctrine that is vrefsrred to in the words of our text,
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Christ ig tho sum and subsbtance of all truo doctrine., Scrinture
spoaks of Christ. Bvorything that 3cripture teaches 1s doctrine.
To atback doctrinc 1s to attack Chriast,

Since Josus Christ is thoe sum and substance of doctrine, it
follows that doctrine is the truc reprovscntation of Christ as tho
subrstance. God is the true author of Christian doctrine, Doctrine
Is the infallible word of the incrrant Cod. Doctrinoe is not of men.
Since all Scripturce is given by inspiration of God, all thc doctrinesg
of Seripture arc absolute dlvine truth, Scripturc doctrine. which
is truth and which is adequatse cannot misrepresont Christ, who is its
substance, nor can 3cripturc represcnt Christ Inadequately. It
is only when men in thelr handling of doctrine fail to use it as 1t
stands in itself, but attowpt to shade and color it with their own
wisdom that it becowmes inndoquate. Man's wisdom and man's thinking
misrcpresents Christ and porverts the substance of doctrine. The
church has the dnty to roprosent Christ only through nure doctrine
of the Holy Scriptures. Only then is it Taithiul to its Christ-
given commlssion, teaching them to observe all things whatsoccver I
have commanded wvou., Only through truo doctrine-Scrinture doctrine-
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is Christ adequately ropreacntod.

It makcs no diffcrence, thorefore, wheother we say doctrine or
Jesus Christ. One is the substance, the other the reprcsentation
of the substance, There ig an ingeparable relation betwoen Christ
and doctrine~all doetrinc.,

Now if a pcrson represcnts Christ Inadequately or if he rofuses
to accept and preach the doctrine of Christ and to practice according
to true doctrine, we are not to rcesive him into our house (provide
for him in a way that would support his work of making propagandsa
against Christ) nor bid him God gpoed (sncourage his work by words
which may indicate that you arc supporting his ¢ fforts).

If we are not to reccive into our house or to bid God speed to
a perscon who rceproscnts Christ inadeguately or falscly, we certainly
cannot fellowship roligiously or cooperate with him in spiritual
work. The porson who cnsts aside these words of tho Lord in our

'

text 1is o unionist.

I Timothy €,3-5. "If any man teach othorvlsc, and consent not
to wholosome words, cven tho words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to
I3 o ’ v -y 3 T o ’ o
the doctrine which is accord-to godlinesa: He ig proud knowing
- : N ) O : 9 A b j =
nothing, but doting aboutquaostions and gtrifes of words, wheraof
" i) -l A 2
comsth cnv strife, raillings, ¢vil surmisines. Perverso disputings
- - 3 .Z 1) 3 . . W g N )
oL men or corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, suvposing that
gain is godlincsss from such withdraw thyself W

Thesc words speak of mants misusc of the doctrines of Serinturc.
The Lord docs not want conflict between doctring as it exists in
1tsclfl and as it is actunlly taught by men. %Whenever there 1s a con-
Flict it is duc to man who rofuscs to Lteach the Scriptures as God
gave it.  Objestively doctrine is constant unichangeable and absoluto.
It is thoe subjoctive use of doctrinc by men that conflicting teach-
ings ox church. When men set aside the Word of God, they
orr in matters of doetrine, Man is responsible for the false doc-
trines and for the divisions that falgo doctrines, produccd by mon,
causc in the church. 3uch ag sot aside the Word of dod, true doc-
trine, "the wholesome Words oven of our Lord Jesus Christ" are to be
shunncd.
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While the best readings do not have the words~"from such withe
draw thyself", yot the thought is in the spirit of the passages
quoted, for who wants discased words and tcachings of men which mili-
tate against thce Word of God, and who wants to fellowship with one
who is destitute of the Truth?

o

In Titus 3, 10 we¢ have another Word of God which condocmns union-
ism., Here we read: A man that is an hercotic after the first and
second admonition reject.”

: /
ot A @C€£r4ﬁﬁ§is one who holds a al?£665 cr a numbor of them. A
HPEHCS 1s a view or concoepb or tcaching which mon has chosen which
1s apart from or contrary to tho toachings nnd concepts of Scrip-
ture. In Galatians 5,20, a dl9s4es 1s counted as ono of the works of
the flesh. In Acts 2l,1l, the Anostlc Paul spcaks of a “o(¢£6¢S

as tho oppogite of the truth in Christ as revealed In the law and

the prophocts.

A man who holds to a a[§€édS ig to bo rejeeted"aiter the first
and second admonition." Tho words "aftcr the first and second ad-
monition™ bring to focus the eloment of time. Vo good and useaful
purpose can be scrved by carrying on discussions or neogotiations
with a herctic over a long period of time. Tho peorson who is admon-
ishing a horetic may do harm to himself as well as to the person who
is being admonished. There is the possibility that the person who
ig admonishing again and again and hearing on the othor hand the
point that the herctic may wish to make mey bocome infected with the
heresy. The hercotic, by discussions drawn out to some length, may
conclude that thoe onc who is admonishingz him may be willing to make
concessions or may bo satisficd with o compromisc statement of
agreement, More than onc ambiguous documcnt has been framcd as a
result of long, drawn out discussions with herctics. For thc good
of the disciplecs of Christ as well as for tho good of the horctice
fruitless discussions should bo cut short. We have cvery reoason,
cspecially in theoge days whon unionism 1s the order of the day, to
heed the admonition of our Lord:"A herctic after the first and
second admonition rcjoct'm., e have chosen Scripture and therefore
must repudiate and disown that the heretic has chosen for himselfl,
whether that which he has chosen is little or much makes no differ-
ence whatsoever.,

In Romans 16,17,18 the Lord says:"Now I beseesch you brethren,
mark them which cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doc-
trine which ve have learned; and avold them. For they that are
such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, Lut their own belly; and by
zood words and fair speeches decelve the hearts of the simple."

God's peonlec are to "direct attention” or "to mark those who
cause', 1.e. continus to make-persist in, "division (dissentions)
and offenses (64&vdd Aa ) contrary to the doctrine, which they have
learnced., Professor Robert Hoerber of the Worwegilan Synod in his
"Grammatical Study of Roman 16,17 "clearly shows that "contrary to
the doctrine which ve have learned" is an adjectival modifier of
"divisions and offenses’, "Paul's 'contrary'! covers all errvor!
wrote Dr, Graebner in 1937, Lutheran “itness, page 90, The doctrine
refers to corpus doctrinac~-all doctrine. Irom such as cause dissen-
tions and offenses contrary to the doctrine-any and all doctrines-
we are to turn aside, “Ek4d vere present imperative in a number of
documents and “Exnddvea e aorist imperative in others, The aorist
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imperative seems the favored form. The present would indicate time;
the aorist would emphasise decisive action. That a complete separa-
tion is definitely meant can be seen from the use of the word in

I Peter 3,11, where we sare told to "eschew *kkAcvdrw evil™(see also
the Psalm. quoted) and the uss of the word in RKomans 3,12, (also
quoted from the Psalm) where we read "they are all gons out of the
way". By no stretch of the imagination can tho word 22kkddvdre mean
to hold on or to remain attached in some dogree, '

In verse 16 Paul tells us ‘why" and not "whom' we are to mark and
avoild. J4¢ gives us the reason. For they that are such, namelv. as
N e " . : . ’
cause clviglons and offenses contrary toe the doctrine, do not serve
- ! , J 9
the Lord Jesus, but their own belly, and by zood words and fair
speeches decelve the hearts of the simple.

In view of' the words of Paul in these verses no one could brand
him es even lukewarm regarding unionism, He, by inspiration of God,
exhorts us to mark and avoid false teachers who persist in their
errors anc by thelr errors and doviations from the truth ¢ ause diss-
entions and offenses. Anyone who wmakes propaganda for teachings con-
trary to the doctrine 1s to be avoldsd. That person is a persistent
ervorist, To set aside this will of God in regard to His peonle, to
make light of it or to ignore it is unionism,

With this Yord of God as a foundation ws arrive at the follow-
ing answers in regard to the guestion which has beon posad; "When is
a person a unionisto"

When a person, in spite of Scriptural admonition--

I. continues in, contemnlates, or practices religilous fellowship
(lL.e. altar, pulpit, prayer, communion)

with a heterodox or schismatic body or individual,

with a properly excommunicated individual,

with a person or gro of persons who have separated

themselves from the christisn communion in a sinful

way;

IT. negetiates, sponsors, or encourages union with an crring
and heterodox body on the pr: > that non-fundamental
doctrines are not divisive of church fellowship or with
the proposition that there may sxist an area of allowable
and wnolesome latitude of thoolosical opinion on the basis
of the teachings of the Yord of God:

IIT, continucs a coongrati work or 1t action in the name

of the church, not in the field of ¢ xternals, with an in-
dividual or group with whom he i1s not in confesaional
agzrocment;

IV. under the argument of testifying, attends meetings with a
heterodox group in the name of the church, or witnesses
under the sponsorship or the encouragement of a heterodox
or erring body which as not by its practice and confession
of the Wword ziven evidence of an ixisting unity in spirit

1 that 1t recopgnizes its errors, do-
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and has not indicatocd
sires to ablde in the truth and to hoar the whole truth or
roturn to the Truths of God's Word;

HOTE: I Peter 3,15. "But senctify the Lord God in vour
hearts; and bo ready to give an answer to every
man that asketh you a reason of the hope thatb
it 1s in you with meekness and fear." This
passase should not be misapnlicd and misused so
that 1t nullifies Romans 16,17.18; Titus 3,10;
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Matt., 7,15. None who testifies and witnosses
to the whole counsel of' God will bhe invited very
often by the heterodox or schismatic groups.

V. af'ter a reascnable period of frultless discussion con-
tinuss efforts toward union with a heterodox or schismatic
body.

Because the Lutheran Church-Missouri S3Synod has actively suppor-
ted, and cencouraged Scouting, the Chapleincy, cooncrative efforts and
joint work in the name of the church with bodics with which 1t is
not in confessional agreement, ncegotiations with a heterodox church
body in spite of God'!'s clear exhortation to rejsct and to avold,
the Common Confossion as a settlement of the controversies treated
therein, the Communion Agreement with the Bureau of Service ho Mili-
tary Personnel of the National Lutheran Council and onrayer fellow-
ship with heterodox groups, it must be branded as unionistic hody.
In view of all of our fruitless admonitions and pleas, the official
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod has shown itself persistently union-
istic.

Our hope and our nrayvers which have accompanied all of our
admonitions and exhortations have been that the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod wmight repont and bring forth fruits mcet for repen-
tanca.

(WHEN IS A PER30N A UNIONIST?)
M. J. Witt



