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WISCONSIN'S PIONEER-MISSION DEVELOPER:

MOLDEHNKE AS REISEPREDIGER

When it comes to the subject of piohéef&ﬁaStors in the Wiscon-
sin Synod, the name of Edward Frederi¢k M6idéﬁhké'is one that
stands out in the crowd. Moldehnke is wé11ekﬁ§ﬁn~in Synod circles
as the founder of the Wisconsin'Syhod's‘firéfiééhinary and as the
first editor of the Gemeinde-Blatt, the
~western Lutheran. If you r

“missior

This paper will treat the subject of Moldehnke's work as a
missionary for the Wisconsin Synod. Itg- séope‘will include: (1)
a. brief sketch of Moldehnke's life, (2) a surVéy of his work as
the Wisconsin Syhod's first official Reiseprediger, (3) a look at
the qualities which:made him an effectivgﬁmission developer, and
(4) an analysis of the Wisconsin Synod®'s deéisidn“to-remove him

from his full-time work as the Reisepreqigep_gnd to make him the
- founder of the Seminary, B Y

1.4 Biographical Sketch Of Moldehnke

Edward Frederick Moldehnke was born at Insterberg,East Prussia
on August 10, 1836, a descendant on his mother's side of the ex-
pelled Salzburger Lutherans. He_recieved a cléSsical education
at Lyck. After his mother died when he was nine Years old, he
received harsh treatment from his stepmother. " In spite of that,
mild-mannered Edward graduated with great honor from college in
Lyck at the age of seventeen, . '

11 1853 he enrolled in the University of KSnigsberg to study




theology. Two years later he followed his good frlend Professor
';fJacpbi, to the University of Halle. From 1855-57 at Halle, he .
'VSerVed as the secrefary to Professor August Tholuck, from whom he
learned to contend for the Christian faith, While at Halle, he
same under the instruction of a very good theologian named Pro-

fessor Julius Mueller. In the fall of 1857 he passed his "pro
~licentia concionandi" exam. He passed his "pro ministerio” exam-
ination a yeaf later. In the spring of 1859 he recieved an ex-
cellent score on his "pro rectoratu" exam. _

- After passing that exam he assumed the rectorship (principal-
wshlp) of a German gymnasium (combination high. school and college).
He remained at the gymnasium only several months because in July
of 1859 he declded to flll a vacancy as a rellglous 1nstructor

“.serve as a’ mis91onary £ :
Konistorialrat Weiss in K¥nigsberg supported his candidacy for the
position. The societies selected him, and after convincing his
wife to leave Germany for Wisconsin, he was ordained as a mission-
ary at Kbnigsberg in July, 1861, He arrived with his wife and
- child in Wlscon51n the next month, full of enthusiasm for h1s work
L,ln America. ' :
| From September of 1861 to September of 1863 he served as the
Reiseprediger (travellng missionary) of the Wisconsin Synod, At
the 1863 Synod convention, Moldehnke was chosen to be the found- .

ing professor of a new seminary in Watertown, WI. From 1863 - 1866
e he served as the president-professor of the Seminary~and also as
a part-time Reiseprediger, a one-year vacancy pastof a*President_ -
Bading's church in Watertown, and the first editor of the'Evangele_
isch- LUtherischesGemeinde-Blaft, In 1865 he recelved a P h. D.
from Rostock University in Germany. , - :

In the summer of 1866 he resigned his p051t10ns at the semlnary
- and as the editor of the Gemeinde-Blatt agalnst the obaectlon of
,sw,thevSynod and returned to Germany in August of that year. .




“In Germany ‘he hoped to start a proseminary for the Wlscon31n
'fSynod which would recruit and prepare German boys for Northwestern
in Watertown and future ministry in the Wisconsin Synod. His ef-
forts to establish such a seminary through Lohmann of Glowitz

,falled, mostly because of Lohmann's financial dlfflcultles.

From August 1866 to ‘early 1869 Moldehnke served in & large East——
Prussian parish along the Polish border in Johannisburg. The .
parish included 60 villages, 8000 Poles, 2000 Germans, 23 or 2k
schools and 1300 children. That made for quite a bit of work.

From October, 1868 through February, 1870 he wrote a series of
~articles on his .work in the Wisconsin Synod entitled *Funf Jahre
" in Amerlka" for Hengstenberg s Evangelische KlrchenZeltung. Bé—

cause of grow1ng dissatisfaction with the Prussian Union of Re-

hd Tutheran” cnurchéS‘1n~0ne~chﬂreh~bed"f“he-ﬂaftmGernanN-

- had:‘previo : q
tion later merged with St., Peter's and Moldehnke serveJthe'larger
congregatlon. He remalned active on the mission scene by editing
a paper entitled Slloah, which was the first and only German
monthly for Home Missions, from 1882 - 1889, He also urged the
committee on Foreign Missions of the General Council to publiéh

a paper entitled Migsionbote, starting in January of 1878 CIn
1887 he received a D.D. degree from Muhlenberg College in Allen—

town, Pennsylvania, : ,
From June, 1877 to June, 1879 he served as edltor of Luthefisché
Herold and “was’ the flrst edltor of the Luth. Kirchenblatt, starteda“h,
. in January, 1884. He was also a member of the select commlttee s

__which helped. prepare the German "Klrchenbuch" o L o
In January of/1888 Moldehnke was afflicted with heart dlseasaga
which prevented h1m from active participation in the work of the '
" General Council, -~ He remained in New York for the rest of his life
and died on January 25, 1904 in Plainfield, N.Y. at the age of 67. (1

o Edward Moldehnke was an extraordlnary ‘man-who performed:wélli,




‘ oiﬁ aehumber of capacities in the church during his lifetime. One

Lof“the area§ where he excelled was in the role of traveling mis-
sionary for the Wlscon51n Synod, a role he filled for a large part
of the five years he was with the Synod. A

Moldehnke was the first official Relsecpredlger the Synod had,... .. .
though not the first. The concept of a traveling missionary to
serve scattered groups of German people and to organize them into
new congregations was introduced by Pastor Gottlieb Fachtmann at
the 1857 Synod convention. At the 1858 Synod convention, Presi-

_dent Muelhauser appolnted Fachtman as Reiseprediger for the
Synod. Fachtmann performed admirably by-stnvting‘a’number;off
congregations in the Fox River Valley area and in other parts of

. the state, By 1860 however, Fachtmann had moved to Minnesota to

n,
Reisepredigt. %2) The two societies agreed to support the work with
$200 each per year and recruited Moldehnke for the job.

Moldehnke was eager to take up the challenge of mission work
.in'America. His wife had a hard time breaking the home ties{obut;'
~he finally convinced her to come .to Amerlca.A He arrived withfhie
rifamlly, already ordained and eager to begin work, in August of

1861, He settled with h1s famlly in Germany (Town of Oakland)
near Fort Atkinson. ' ‘ ‘ o
Koehler notes that the arrival of the mission society- sponSored
-Moldehnke marked a change- in the way the Relsepredlgt was carried
out, Faohtmann had pretty much run his own show. Muelhauser hadAr
appointed him and had g;ven him free reign to do what he wanted,

" Fachtmann moved when he wished. Koehler assessed-Fachtmann'as a

" man inclined toward unionism, who was impressed with the 0ld Lu-
therans and had good relations with most of the pastors and people.
he met. (3) '

_ ‘When Moldehnke reported to the Synod President, the situation

”'“was~somewhat~confused;r:The President-didn't- know how to glve hlm_”ﬁ




Ut
|

{,«a descrlptlon‘of hls‘work. Muldehnke had to dev1se his own JOb ‘ |

p outllne as he went along. Since he was being supported by Berlln e
“and Lqﬂﬁvnper%, Moldehnke was under the impression (at least ini-
tlally) that he must govern himself strictly by the w1shes of the
German socletles.' Although he was probably closer theologically

to ‘the 01d Lutherans than Fachtmann was, he had more friction with
them on his travels. Much of that was probably due to the in-
creased tension between Wisconsin and Missouri over the Lebanon-
Watertown incidents where the Wisconsin Synod started congrega-
tions with ex-Mlssour1 people. ' Moldehnke was more careful than
Fachtmann to- respect the parlsh rlghts of others, even of_the oy
_sectarian Albrechtsbruder. o
“Moldehrike began h1s work w1th hlS flrst Relse from September

———to_early Novembe

A : Lsconsin Dells)- in rapid" .
about much like a latter-day St. Paul, he visited most'of'the places
several times.

His first trip exposed him to some interesting challenges and
gratifying experiences. In Waupun he found a group of 25 famllles
who - hcped to build a simple church and have the. services of a'”""‘”
- full- tlme pastor. They had been served by pastors of other de-
?{ SR nomlnatlons, but preferred Moldehnke and Wlscons1n. Moldehnke_l_

. also preached to 25 prisoners at the state prlslon. In Berlin E

“he preached in aschoolhouse to prople who usually followed a Metheé

Lst blacksmlth preacher named Schifer, but deserted him whenever

e Lutheran preacher came. ‘He also had the "pleasure“fof preachlng

toma group of contentlous 01d Lutherans who cr1t1cally qulzzed

wwwmhlm~onvhls theelegy-wIn*A1mond‘Mo]dehnke gathered 16 famllles R

“and 1nstructed them to hold readlng serv1ces and Sunday School,

In Stevens Point, he had 25 - 30 people at his service. He
"discovered three solid male congregatlonal leaders and initiated -
7 reaalng serv1ces .and Sunday School In Wausau he met with peeple wﬁew-




fhad been‘served but turned off by the Mlssouricn Hoffmann. Thefx

- 26- famlly nucleus welcomed Moldehnke. They planned on building _
ia church and wanted a pastor immediately. Potential was good with" -
over 300 German families in the area. In Town Stettin he dis- '
covered about 50 ‘Pommeranian families, some of whom had a deep

ylove for the WOrd of God and wanted to call a pastor from the

Synod, v

: At Portage City he gathered 25 families for services. The

people welcomed him warmly. Many of them had been involved with

a legalistic Iowa Synod pastor named Rohrlack, who had made con-
flrmands swear never to dance -and had whimsically excommunicated

"a number of people. Since the people no longer belonged to the
Iowa Synod and wanted a pastor, holdehnke 1nstructed them tow__

esy : e~ ended

hls Relse for the year before winter set in. Klready, at the end
of his first trip, he was aware of the magnitude of his job and
realized that he needed the help of others to work the territory.
He 1nv1ted fellow pastors to tip him off on the best areas to_
work S0 that he could ‘use his tlme more effectlvely (5)

In 1862 Moldehnke made two extens1ve reports on work he d1d
between December, 1861 and August, 1862. In his June, 1862 re-
‘port he comments on his winter and spring work in southern and .
central Wisconsin, N

.. Although the mission societies had not allowed him to make -
any extensive Relse in the w1nter months. Moldehnke did not take
”fa vacation from his Gospel ministry. Durlng that tlme, he served .
.a group of 40 families in his Town Oakland home and organlzed a
- congregatlon of 26 members in nearby Fort Atklnson.b He also Spent o
_several ‘weeks_ mlnlsterlng to Lutherans in. Lake~ Mllls. ‘but lost B
most of them when Waterloo got a Synod of the West pastor to serve
~on a regular bas1s._
;;_; When the weather got warmer. Moldehnke v131ted places such-as
HKilbourn Clty, Portage Clty. Lew1stown, Jefferson. Whltewater,




Helenville, Golden Lac, Oconomowoc;“WatertOWn;”Waterloo,,Waupun;

JUuneau, Ripon. Berlin, Almond, Stevens P01nt Amherst Wausau,

and Stettin, He again visited some places a number of times.

On the second Reise, Moldehnke expanded the terrltory he served

and added more interesting experlences..» R o
- In Kllbourn City he found that an 1nexper1enced Iowa Synod pas- .

tor, Bredow, had split the Lutherans by mishandling the topic of

alchohol and insisting that the Lutheran €hurch is the only saving

church., Moldehnke counseled w1th hlm. but had little success.

In Portage City the congregatlon had added 8 more families be-~

~.cause of the lay-led reading services.- The Sunday School was
' strong. He held two communion services‘there. In Lewistown 16 "
_famllles assembled for services and started their own readlng it

nofr “wahted to form a Gons
gregation. In Helenville, he preached for Reim. . In Golden Lac

and Oconomowoc, he worked with Candidate Farb and tried to help
him with his poor preaching. B

In Waupun he introduced reading serviees 3unday school, and a
building program in a seven- family congregatlpn., On this trip, -

the-warden ‘at the prison denled him perm1351on to preach at the

prisan, In Bipgg he got a cold receptlon but promlsed to try agaln

later. In Berlin he dlscovered that only 6 families remained in

the nucleus, The rest had gone over to the Albrechts people.
Travellng to Almond by stage, Moldehnke found- that the people

were in the process of bulldlng a. parsonage and ‘wanted a pastor,

" Moldehnke extended some hope to them that they would get a man for
‘the area. In Stevens Point only 6 famllles remalned The rest
"had gone over to the Methodlsts and Eplscopallans. Many did come.

to his nlght“servlce,;however.q.InvAmherst he served 13 famllles,

In Wausau he preached to a full house. 1In Berlin the lay
leader Wagner said that people would leave the Methodists 1f they .
Wﬂhadaa_regular_preacher“fInﬂthe WausauT~Berl1n. and Stettln area.,d;;amwa

a pastor could serve 114 famllles and probably 200 - 300 w1th1n QWT_pr’




| :a'year}i In Stevens P01nt Moldehnke encountered the people belng :
served by a Methodist pastor. He debated with the Methodist about
the Lord's Supper and told the people he couldn't serve them if
-they-went -Methodist. They promised to leave the Methodist soon.
_Moldehnke was always looking ahead toward the future needs of
the places he had been and in his summary he laid out plans for
.three regional parishes where men could serve. |
After the Synod convention in 1862, Moldehnke set out on a
summertime Reise which took him into northeastern Wisconsin. He
covered some of the old stations such as Waupun, Portage, Lewis-
~ town, Almond, Stevens Point, and Wausau. He also investigated
new locations such as Caledonia, Green Bay, Sandy Bay, Kewaunee,
Peters, Foresthill, Two_Creeks,_Manitowoc, Newton, Chilton, Lomi-

five regional parishes and a plea to train more Synod Reisepre-

dlger to meet the needs of the fleld.(7)

1863 was another busy year for Reiseprediger Moldehnke. In his
Reisebericht to the Synod convention, he reported that he had been
serv1ng in Germany, Fort Atklnson. Whltewater, waupun (city &

'f‘prlson). Almond. Stevens Polnt Wausau, Stettln. Berlin, Green

Bay, Kewaunee, - Carlton, Forestv111e, Sandy Bay, Algoma. Portage 7
City, Lewistown, Caledonia and vacancies in Theresa, Lomlra, Fond
du Lac, Forrest, and Eldorado. In addition he had taken a Relse
. westward and had- begun 4 Minnesoata and 14 western Wisconsin
‘preachlng statlons. He was sure to start reading serv1ces and

- Sunday - schools wherever poss1ble.(8

Durlng the 1863 Conventlon, Moldehnke was selected to be the

first professor of the new semlnary in Watertown. Not only was

e respon81ble for startlng ‘the semlnary. ‘but he also served as

the vacancy pastor in Watertown while President Bading went on
-a support ralslng trlp to Europe. These two thlngs would be work




‘Stlll Moldehnke con- B
tinued to do occasional Reisepredigt work. At the Synod conventlonfgﬁkﬁ
" he reports that he took two short winter trlps and served 23 f
stations in Wisconsin. He also extended his m1881on travels to
~Minnesota and even to. Iowa in the summer.(9) ' S .
His work in Minnesota helped strengthen the tles between the‘
Wisconsin and Minnesota Synods. He served as a delegate to the
1864 Minnesota convention and helped Minnesota steer clear of the
General Council. The Minnesotans were so'impressed with-Moldehnked
that Fachtmann (now with Minnesota)hwasbappointed'by the Synod
to ask Wisconsin for pastors to help out: and to ask espe01ally for -
Moldehnke, (10) ‘

' Some of the placesAwhlch Moldehnke reached 1n hlS Mlnnesota‘

problem exiStéd’at Bading'sdcongregation,b

5" %the demands of the- seminary preveﬁ?@d%MoIdéhnkeifme
making any Reise. He and the seminary students did fill in at.
area congregations on occasion. Moldehnke did make several col-

lectlo? tflps for the seminary that year among Synod congrega-
12 : - .

tlons. -

The 1865 -66 school year was a dlscouraglng one for Moldehnkee
He had strongly considered returnlng to Germany . durlng that year.
In the spring of 1866, he went on a nine-week preaching tour of
Wisconsin and Minnesota. This trlp was unauthorized and took him
away from school while classes were in session, but the Synod

~ .approved of his actions after it was over. and warmly thanked him

, by Synod resolutlon.<\§>

After the 1866 Conventlon, at whlch Adolph Hoenecke was chosen

to be a second semlnary professor, Moldehnke made one ‘more Reise

 for ‘the Synod 1n»W;scons;n and M;nnesota. He then resigned his

epositions,asrseminary professor and editor of.the Gemeinde- B;att'
and returned to Germany in August of 1866;




He was an unuéuelly'gifted man,

_[mlss1on developer for the Synod
qund his spe01al qualltles made him ideal for this difficult work.
Probably the most outstanding of his qualities was his burning
~ geal for mission work. His reports breathe concern for meeting the
'wgreat challenge of brlnglng ‘the Gospel to the. people of America's
Midwest. In an article written two years after he had returned
to Germany, he still pleaded with the Germans "not to forget
their children who are scattered all over America." He felt
deeply for the thousands of spiritually needy people who were
left unattended and often had to go without the services of a

‘pastor for 16 - 20 years. (1&) One of the most touching ineidents

in which his mission concern came through was an 1nstance that
occurred. on his third Reise in Forestville in easjepn Wisconsin.

'uﬁgféndlng Germah people of the Midwest, but also to’ the down-and="
ont prisoners at Waupun and to the poorly‘treated (by whites) In-
dians. Almost all of his reports. end with fervent prayers to God
and equally fervent pleas to the Synod for more workers for the
harvest. Moldehnke was a glow1ng example of a m1551on~m1nded o
”fChrlstlen.‘ ‘ ‘
Anotnef“quallty whlch made Moldehnke an effectlve m1551on de-
veloper was his energetic,self- sacrlflclng llfestyle. He bubbled
over with ambition. The agendas for every one of his trips wevre
full of activity. He worked long, hard, intense hours on every
trip he made. - One could get exhausted just reading his reports..
Although hevwas human and did wear down physicallyffrom time to
“f'tlme. he recuperated qulckly and was soon on his way again. ‘The~ =
condltlons in whlch he worked were far from 1deal.a- They requ;red
7?great sacrlflce on his part. Travel was often slow and tiring;.
-~ the weather was frequently harsh. the receptlons he got from people'
were unpredictable; long separations from his family were unavoid-

able. Yet he w1111ngly endured these hardshlps for the sake of -

];M;MWliheeGospel S ,
Moldehnke was also a falrly sound theologlan.ifgowelke calleme_/e




(16)'

h1m a “well ~educated, staunch Lutheran., He ev1denced that 1ne,if'

: his doctrlnal writings for ‘the Synod and in the way he carrled outﬁjfﬂvv

his mlnlstry. As a product of the Prussian Unlon of Reformed and
~Lutheran under one roof-and-as-an- employee of- mlss1on societies

founded'on the principle of doctrlnal compromlse, one’ would expect“;__mw

him to6 be rather lax in his attitutes toward unionism, yet “he
demonstrates a faithfulness to Lutheranism that is refreshing. In_
his personal ministry, he limited himself to serving people only
with Lutheran doctrlne, in splte of the. w1shes of the m1331on S0~
cieties who employed him to have their men serve both Lutheran and
Reformed with thelr own!teachlngs. ‘Koehler omce,accusedtMoldehnkef
‘of not being confessional enough in an instance where Moldehnkei‘

_wrote a letter to the Prussian Supreme Council and stated that he . =

“Tiving at a time when Wisconsin was-work1H§5%hfoﬁ§ﬁ?its;rEIﬁtlﬁh-
ship with the mission societies in light of the wovement toward

a more confessional Lutheranism in America. Before this time, Wis-
consin had never been very critical of the practices of the Ger-

man societies responsible for Wisconsin's existence. The principles
'of fellowshlp in regard to the societies were not all that easy to |
determlne at that peint in time. - i

_ Moldehnke sklllfully handled several problems of 1egallsm in
working with groups who had been burned by Lutherans of other
Synods. He stood firmly against the superficial, distorted
“teachings of the Methodists and -Albrechtsbrlider. It gflévéa him -

- ho end that the people who came to hear him ‘when he was in town

.. went to hear the Methodlsts on Sunday.(ig) o - ) .
' One thlng that espe01ally stands out about Moldehnke is hlS '
evangellcal deallngs with pastors of other denomlnatlons. Instead '
of remaining aloof from them, he would dlscuss theology w1th them

to understand their position and to help them gain a better under-

standing of the correct: Blbllcal teachlng. He. wasn’t always suc-

w{§wvwmcessful;—but*he ~did-take— advantage -of ~the- opportunltles before g




to explaln the Blbllcal pos1tlon.b ThlS is an example that more of?_7

follow. Those who have the proper understandlng of the truth of -
LeScrlpture have. an obllgatlon to share that knowledge with others
1n an effort to help them see’ things God s way more clearly.
Another outstandlng quality of Relsepredlger Moldehnke was his
great flexibility. He was forced to adapt himself to many dif-
ferent situations, and he responded well. He was content to hold
‘'services in a schoolhouse, a court house, a rented Methodist church,
a private home, or under the open sky. If he could not travel o
somewhere by . horse and wagon, it bothered h1m llttle to. take a o
traln or ferry, orn,at times, to go on foot. He was on the move,}
:1n the bltter cold of_w1nter and»the.gruellng heat of summer, raln

the pastors in our present- day Wisconsin Synod ‘would do well to.f7'7¥ o

for each of the places he served. His methodology at organizing
a group. of people was well-suited to the situations he worked in.
When entering into an area, he would gather a nucleus of families,
hold services, identify the leaders and attempt to establish regu-
lar lay=led readlng serv1ces, Sunday schools and bulldlng programs.
He 1ncluded them as part of hlS Relse and planned how they could
one. day have the services of thelr own pastor. The way he utilized
the universal prlests he found and the way he used orderly pro-
~cedures to develop the mission were commendable. They read as if
“he had 1ifted them from the pages of the-Home Mission Handbook.
'Moldehnke was a fantastic comblnatlon of dlstrlct mlss1onary -
mission counselor for hlS day. . : Lo _
A flnal quallty, worthy of mentlon, is Moldehnke s courage.,jl
“He had to endure a number of occupatlonal hazards.ﬁ He had to
contend with: rough people. in the frontier areas of Wisconsin and.
Minnesota. At times he had to blaze his own trails in the wilder-
ness while seeking out people to serve,. Sometimes his efforts to

people 1n Rlpon would 1et him begln a statlon there. At tlmes

;;f“;m;ﬁ_mserve ~met- strong oppos1tlonrwwltvtook—hlmwfour triesﬁbefore theA*~9f*”%*




the Indlans could get a blt restless. yet he dared to venture out
lnto western Wisconsin whlle nearby Minnesota was going through g
an Indlan War. He relied flrmly on his God to take care of him

» S in all 31tuat10ns, and by d01ng so, was able to achleve what few . :
em;eﬁwmwepeople could. R ' S : 'A.,”MW;;ﬂQ;W

IV. The Path Not Taken

_1Al11 these qualities made Moldehnke a great Reiseprediger. Un-
fortunately, Moldehnke only served in that position for several
years before leaving the Wisconsin Synod altogether. The exact

- reasons why Moldehnke left to return to Germany are rather vague,
but we do know some of the factors that influenced h1m and at
thls p01nt 1t mlght be 1nterest1ng to explore one of those factors

conventlon decision to make Moldehnke the founding pres;dent-
professor of the seminary was a mistake. A number of Wisconsin
men and the German mission societies were opposed to the idea
initially, but it wasn't untii a year or two later (after much
of the damage was done) that the Synod shared their oplnlon. It's
- understandable why: Moldehnke.was,chosen.u For a number of reasons _
he seemed the most likely candidate. He was energetlc and foundlngﬂ '
a seminary would require much work. He was university trained - -
and had taught and not many of the other Wisconsin men had those
credentials., He didn*t have.a spec1flc parlsh and could eas1ly
‘move to Watertown without 1eav1ng a congregatlon vacant,
“{ Moldehnke was a most capable man. There's no ‘denying that, but
the problem was that he was probably not the man best suited to -
--handle- the -extremely dlfflcult and frustratlng a331gnment of
‘mw“ffiestabllshlng a semimary. ‘There may not have ‘been any- in the Synod e
who were capable of doing it at that time(Hoenecke hadn’t arrived
yet). but I strongly belleve that the Synod hurt itself by choosing
;; Moldehnke for: the ~job.. ' - - -

“koehler assessed Moldehnke as "a}man devoted:to»muita“?nd,henoei'Mﬂ




dld not accompllsh the multum, desplte hlS unflagglng zeal and :
devotion to duty »(20) Establishlng a semlnary was multum" work.
It required infinite patlence. a very conscious and dellberate »
narrow1ng of objectives, and a great degree of maturlty whlch would
’hang in there when . visible gains . and progress were minimal, Mol-t
dehnke did not quite fit that mold. At the tender age of 27, he
had not yet developed those qualltles. (That's one reason_whyr
most sem profs are in their early 40's before they are called to
serve there). v Mission work was "multa” and more Moldehnke s
speed, In the Relsepredlgt Moldehnke could expend his energles
. in a nnmber of areas. Moldehnke seems to have been the 1mpat1ent
‘kind of person who- needs to see tangible, qulck results from his ” ‘
_efforts.. Hercould get_that satlsfactlon from the m1331on fleld ;ﬂﬁg,_n;

| mﬁ-dehnke~s departure~fromw%he~Synod«could“have been av01dedwand

caflon that Dr. M01dehnke
"heart was in missionary work and not in the classroom."(ZI)" That
probably accounts for the Reisenhe took while at sem,

Moldehnke's involvement in the Worker Training division of the
Synod led to frustration. for him, The Synod did try to correct
vthe 81tuat10n by appointing Hoenecke as Inspektor and second pro-
fessor. When this happened, Moldehnke promptly submltte&hls re-
31gnatlon either because he took Hoenecke S app01ntment as a per-
sonal insult to his efforts or because he- felt that the seminary
needed only one professor and he would rather do mission work.
Probably both reasons are valid. .- - R A =

The Synod refused his re31gnatlon. 1ns1sted that they wanted him
as a professor of theology. and arranged to glVe h1m seven months »
off for m1s31on work, but one week later Moldehnke re31gned again v
in cross humor and after a short mlss;on trlp returned to Germany. (22)
Although Moldehnke did return,to'work”in'America'threeoyears later,
he never did come back to work for the Wisconsin Synod.

As I look at the 51tuat10n, I can't help but think that Mol- .

that a great Klngdom worker for our Synod could have been saved _f;‘




only thlngs had been handled dlfferently. SR
‘ Moldehnke s strongest glfts were in the area of mission develop—.¢£7

ment. It would have been better to leave him in the area of mis- ~ -
Lons and let someone else‘handle the worker training. The thlng e

‘ that makes the choice to remove Moldehnke from the Reisepredigt :'“

' so0 traglc is that it dec1mated the Synod's entlre mission program. ”'

"~ Moldehnke did almost all the new.mission work in Synod by himself.

No one was trained or appointed to take his place. After he left,

the Wisconsin Synod did not reinstitute the office of Reiseprediger'
for almost 15 years. That's a long time to operate without a »
‘decent mission program. The Synod should not have sacrificed the -
Reisepredigt at the expense of starting a seminary. The 1860°'s |

were hard times for the_Synod.: Manpower and. flnan01al resources_

“§tep into" e Wds openingup.
had continued in his mission work, there's no question in my mind
but that the Wisconsin Synod would have experienced rapid growth

and a stronger mission-mindedness in its earlier years. Today

_WELS mlght more deeply penetrate Wlscon31n and Mlnnesota than lt -
presently does. Moldehnke could have been the key to developlng

Aa sﬁrong m1s31on program in our Synod and- he probably stlll would
haveYtime to serve-as a part -time prof in our semlnary durlng the';,p

winter, & only he hadn't met the super frustrations of foundlng -t

the seminary.

- Of course, history cannot be relived or rewritten. ,The-path"'

not taken must remaln that way. But history can teach something
for- the present and future.“ May God grant the. present generatlonmanw,:
~of- WlSCOn81n Synod people the ability to recognhize the fantastic o

opportunltles they have ‘to extend the Klngdom of God and the in- = -

'”:ﬁ;51ght and -convictinon necessary to.wisely and ‘boldly use all the

resources God grants them to carry out their holy mission.
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